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LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL  

See Tunnel, page 5 

By Paul Constantine 

THE TUNNEL OF Oppression start-

ed with the rise of oppression; an 

elevator ride up that was covered in 

Graffiti with the opportunity to add 

to it. There were six rooms in total.  

All of them were poignant and some 

were unbelievably powerful. 

The first was the “Racism” room 

by Mu Theta and the Drama Club. It 

was a far too common occurrence of 

introducing an African American 

friend to a very closed minded friend 

and that friend being horribly offen-

sive in commentary and telling a rac-

ist joke ending with it heading to-

wards a fight 

The second was the “Sexism” by 

Alpha Sigma. It started with that 

Family Guy clip many of us have 

seen that is a horribly outdated sex-

ism education tape.  Then, they 

screen shows sev-

eral statistics about 

how while sexism 

is starting to fade it 

has a long ways to 

go in this country. 

Pi Nu Epsilon 

did the “Domestic 

Violence” room.  

For me, this was 

one of the more 

p o w e r f u l  a n d 

haunting rooms.  

The room was covered with women‟s 

names that had died from domestic 

abuse, photos of domestic abuse, and 

bloody clothes and sheets.  In the 

room, there is a 911 call of a small 

child that still haunts me four days 

later. I shed a tear. 

“Struggles of Being 

Gay” room put on 

by Mu Theta was 

next.  This room had 

photos all over the 

walls and was an-

other film room. 

Starting with ridicu-

lous untrue “facts” 

that people claim 

about gays and then 

true facts about 

what it is like for gays.  Then we are 

to look around the room and see we 

 

are all alike, with the very divisive 

Sarah Palin also on the wall. 

Civic Engagement‟s “Effects of 

Depression” room was a powerful 

two skit room.  There was a sad sce-

ne of a party where one girl gets 

made fun of for being fat and then 

looks sadly in the mirror pinching the 

parts women are concerned with be-

ing fat. Then, a student dealing with 

actually seeing his brother dies in a 

car accident and resorting to cutting 

himself to relieve the pain inside. 

The last room of the Oppression 

Tunnel haunts me and I have not 

stopped talking about it since.  It was 

Psi Sigma Psi‟s “Rape” room in the 

Do you have any concerns 

about safety on             

campus?  Do you have    

suggestions on how to 

make Alfred State even  

safer?  If so, please drop the 

Campus Safety Advisory 

Committee a message.   

We are committed to   

your safety! 
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SAINT PATRICK’S DAY HANGOVER 

I KEEP ON SAYING how busy I‟ve 

been this semester. Sometimes it‟s 

been complaining, and other times 

I‟ve been excited about it. Now I can 

take it or leave it. I have been partici-

pating in so many clubs and activities 

I have little free time, but at the same 

time I have learned so many new 

skills and made tons of new friends. 

Take the other week for instance. I 

went to the ORC kayak lessons and I 

met most the members of the ORC 

crew, who are really cool. I have been 

meaning to join them on some of 

their trips, but unfortunately have not. 

Along with that I learned how to roll 

a kayak after only the second time of 

being in a kayak. That was quite an 

exciting accomplishment, and I am 

happy to have achieved that so easily. 

Unfortunately that‟s about the only 

thing that I learned so easily. The 

great guys in ORC were terrific 

teachers, but even with their help it 

was quite a challenge. There are so 

many components and techniques 

that go into rolling a kayak that can 

be used in an analogy towards attain-

ing other goals and such. First main 

thing is staying calm underwater. 

You must maintain a collected pres-

ence of mind in all facets of life, be-

cause getting all worked up and flus-

tered accomplishes nothing except 

IT’S AS EASY AS ROLLING A KAYAK 

Editorial - Paul Vincent - Editor-In-Chief 

ASC.EDU - Mike Deville Ph.D.  

BREAKING NEWS! I will NOT be 

graduating this May! But don‟t cry 

for me, Alfred, cause it‟s all good! 

And I owe it all to St. Patrick and too 

much Guinness. Or maybe, just may-

be, it was exactly the right amount of 

Guinness. You decide.   

First, I need you to answer a sim-

ple question: How much can you re-

ally remember about your St. Pat-

rick‟s Day night (without peeking at 

the police report)? Not much, right? I 

thought so.  

Here‟s what I remember about 

that famous, green day. It started like 

all great Alfred stories, at the Colle-

giate. I was having breakfast at my 

usual seat at the „Jet. As I washed 

down my omelette with several mugs 

of the dark, delicious liquid that first 

drew me away from TC and across 

the street to the „Jet, I was still di-

gesting the news I‟d learned a few 

days earlier. My Uncle Coupe had 

revealed a long kept family secret to 

me: I am Irish! 

I know…it‟s not like he‟d told 

me I am Southern Baptist or anything 

really shocking like that. But still…

IRISH! I‟d always sort of assumed 

the name Deville was French or may-

be British, something not quite 

American. But IRISH??? 

Anyhow, I spent a day or two 

learning „how to be Irish.‟ I guess it 

comes naturally, like if you‟re raised 

Irish, but I figured I had to learn how 

to walk Irish, talk Irish, sit Irish, 

move my hands Irish, the whole Irish 

package.  I had to learn how to say 

words like „Erin go bragh‟ and 

„shillelagh.‟ And, of course, I learned 

the most important Irish word, ac-

cording to my best sources in Alfred, 

GUINNESS. 

So by St. Patrick‟s Day morning 

I was stoked about being Irish. I even 

tried to order Guinness with my 

breakfast at the „Jet, but the waitress 

pointed me toward Alex‟s and G.J,‟s 

and wished me Erin go bragh, shille-

lagh, and bon voyage.  

Fast forward to later that night at 

G.J.‟s. By the time I‟d had six Guin-

ness‟s, I discovered that I could actu-

ally speak Irish! But the only people 

who could understand me when I 

spoke Irish were the people who‟d 

also had at least six Guinnesses. It 

was almost spiritual, in a drunken 

sort of way, if you know what I 

mean, and I‟ll bet some of you do. 

Long story short, I had an epipha-

ny around the time I finished my 

tenth Guinness late that night at 

G.J.‟s. I always thought epiphanies 

only happened in boring short stories 

where nothing is really happening. 

Well, I‟m here to testify that if you 

drink enough Guinness and then 

stand at the crossroads of Mill Street 

and West University at midnight, 

YOU WILL have an epiphany. 

And that‟s when it all came to-

gether for me and I realized that I 

have to change my major again! His-

tory is a cool major, but I‟m done 

with history. Fasten your seat belts 

because this may shock you! I‟m 

switching my major to MATH as 

soon I can meet with the math chair.  

I hear you saying MATH? 

Deville, you‟ve never even liked 

math??!! But here‟s the epiphany I 

had at the crossroads that night by 

G.J.‟s: everything is numbers! Every-

thing! History is just a bunch of num-

bers. Obviously business is just a 

bunch of numbers that get manipulat-

ed, right? Ditto for engineering. Hey, 

even sports is mostly numbers! 

The way I see it (post-epiphany), 

if you don‟t understand numbers, you 

don‟t understand anything about this 

world.  You‟re just walking around in 

a fog if you don‟t understand math!  I 

know this might take some time, con-

sidering that I flunked MATH 1004 

twice, but after my Guinness epipha-

ny, I feel almost driven to change my 

major to math, no matter how long it 

takes me to graduate. 

So later this week, I‟ll try to lo-

cate the math department chair to 

explain why I am on a mission to 

learn math! Given my past perfor-

mance in MATH 1004, I‟m expecting 

some token resistance, but with God 

and Guinness on your side, you are 

an unstoppable force, at least accord-

ing to my epiphany. But just in case, 

I‟m bringing ten bottles of Guinness 

with me to make sure the Chair of the 

Marth Department has the same 

epiphany that I had. 

Erin go bragh, shillelagh, and 

bon voyage!! 

ILLUSTRATED HUMOR 

distraction from your goal. Then you 

need the proper positioning of your 

body and of your paddle. This is like 

the requirements you need to fulfill 

before starting a project, or prepara-

tions you must make. The explosion 

of your muscles to get momentum is 

like the enthusiasm with which you 

must attack all projects. The paddle is 

the driving force that gives you 

something to push against. Just like 

you need someone to support you and 

push you to keep you moving when 

things get tough and you lose your 

momentum. Now if I could just re-

member this when push comes to 

shove. I‟ve got a good base on the first 

couple steps; it‟s the vigor and mo-

mentum I need to work on. I must  

remember to use this metaphor in all 

future endeavors to recreate this      

success. 
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FROM NYC TO ALFRED:  ADAPTATION AND ACCEPTANCE 

Johnny Ayala 

THIS SEMESTER‟S poetry jam was 

very successful to say the least. The 

event began at about 6:45, but most 

seats were full by 6:30. Many people 

turned out to the event this semester 

and there were a fair bit of special 

readings from groups or classes. The 

event began with students from Pro-

fessor Wheaton‟s Spanish III class 

with each reciting different poems in 

Spanish and then either giving them 

an explanation in English or reciting 

the poem again in English. All of 

their poems were read very well and 

it was really interesting to hear poet-

ry recited in another language. It re-

ally gave me a look into poetry of 

other countries. This can also be said 

for the Japanese dance club and Dr. 

Yatani‟s haiku readings. The mem-

bers of the Japanese dance club each 

recited an haiku of their choosing 

that meant something to them, as did 

Dr. Yatani. I know I have always 

MASS POETRY BASH

been interested in the art of haikus 

and their history in Japan and I was 

glad to be there to get to hear some 

of it recited rather well. The other 

individual poets of the night really 

had emotion with their poetry and 

were just as strong as the group po-

ets. It was definitely a passionate 

crowd out for the life and art of poet-

ry.   

The event was sponsored by Er-

go, the campus creative arts maga-

zine. Dr. Annie Constantine and Pro-

fessor Janice Stafford, two of Ergo’s 

advisors, organized the reading. Dr. 

Robert Curry, Chairman of the Eng-

lish and Humanities Department, act-

ed as MC. Desserts created by the 

culinary arts baking, production and 

management students were served 

along with coffee and tea. Art works 

of Alfred State students were dis-

played in the Allegany Room. Once 

again, the event showcased the many 

talents of ASC. 

Angel Torres  

FOR MANY people that go away to 

college coming from the city, it is a 

difficult transition to make. Students 

that come from the city sometimes 

feel overwhelmed by the competition 

around them. White and/or Asians 

are sometimes seemed looked at as 

an intimidation to Black and Hispan-

ic students that come from the city. It 

is stereotyped that White and/or 

Asian people are much more intelli-

gent than the minorities in any 

school. Majority of the students that 

come from the city are either Hispan-

ic or Black. Sometimes I see reac-

tions on faces from the people that 

come from the city as a White or 

Asian has a good performance. They 

have an expression on their face that 

tells others “I can‟t do this.” I am 

Hispanic myself and I know the feel-

ing of being intimidated with who is 

amongst you. 

Students were asked, was it a 

difficult transition coming from the 

city to a new environment? 

“The transition from the city to 

Alfred was both nerve wrecking and 

a relief. It was difficult being sur-

rounded by a huge variety of cultures 

because people act differently to my 

way of speaking or how I would re-

act. Also, people have different val-

ues so it‟s harder to adjust to others‟ 

way of life. It was also a relief com-

ing to a different environment and 

learning new things. I feel that ex-

panding your horizons is very im-

portant,” said former Alfred Univer-

sity student Stephanie Almodovar 

“Yes, because Alfred is more of 

a rural area compared to the city. It is 

much harder to get around to places. 

The food and people are different,” 

said Jeancarlos Martinez 

“You suffer a bit of culture shock 

coming from a place with over a mil-

lion people to a place with only one 

street light. Transitions in general can 

be difficult but in all reality it‟s what 

you make of it. Was it difficult? Yes. 

Will you miss home? Probably. Can 

you survive out here? Yes. Point is, 

don‟t focus too much on what‟s dif-

ferent instead focus on what this 

place can offer. It‟s not that bad,” 

said Erick Guerra. 

The answers all show something 

similar. Students admitted that it was 

a difficult process. Yes it‟s difficult, 

but people can overcome the obsta-

cles in the way. 

“There are many ways to deal 

with an obstacle such as being intim-

idated to the different people around 

you. A big way to get around the 

obstacle is to just ignore the negativi-

ty around you. Let your priorities fill 

your mind, so getting distracted be-

cause of intimidation is not a prob-

lem.” 

It was a great opportunity to see art-

work outside of the classroom espe-

cially from those entries that had been 

submitted from outside Alfred State. 

Part two of What the Festival was 

held on Saturday April 14th, and was 

a workshop that included some of the 

THE VISUAL Impact Club (V.I.C) 

held their very first What the Festi-

val. It consisted of animation and 

video work from students, faculty 

and artists from around the United 

States. It was a two day event, Fri-

day March 30th and Saturday April 

1st.. The overall audience was small 

but as a club they hope to expand 

for next year. In total there were 

thirteen pieces shown in the course 

of one hour.  

Festival Line-Up 

 Polka Cowboy - Elizabeth    

Pellathy 

 March of the Uncommon - Josh 

Peraldo 

 Locked Out - Tony Grande 

 Game Over Rutabego - Tammy 

Brackett 

 Flush with Fear - Christopher 

Moore 

 Iteration 4 - Jason Bernagozzi 

 Assassin‟s Dweeb - Ryan Smith 

 Mother - Conni Pennisi 

 Ornament #3 - Jeremy Schwartz 

 The Eye: Sleep and Fear - Jacob 

Freedman 

 Phone Call in Noir - Jeremy 

Newman 

 The Starburst Shuffle - Shane 

Schaber 

 Clay Jam - Collaboration of 

Digital Media & Animation Stu-

dents and Faculty  

WTF:  WHAT THE FESTIVAL

One of the films presented at the festival was Clay Jam, a collaborative Stop Motion piece created  

by the Digital Media & Animation Students and Faculty. 

other fine arts organizations on Al-

fred State Campus. For example, Al-

fred State Voice, Alfred State Instru-

mentals and Tap Underground, were 

a part of the workshop, which was 

opened to everyone on the campus 

and the community.   

Efforts by Alfred State College 

help every student fit-in into the new 

environment that they come across 

coming to Alfred.  



 

TOR ECHO April 16th, 2012      TE 4 

 

A STYLISH SHOWING: BSU FASHION SHOW

 

Have a Comment or Concern?  

 

Write to the Paper 

 

Send all submissions to: 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 

 

Angel Torres  

AN ANNUAL event at Alfred State 

College – the Fashion show! More 

than 200 people were there and they 

were all full of excitement. Illumi-

nated decorations filled the room. It 

looked as if it was set up as an offi-

cial fashion show runway. The host 

of the event, Channel Gabriel, did a 

mix of poetry and singing in the be-

ginning of the fashion show. She 

showed a lot of enthusiasm.  The 

people in the audience included Al-

fred State and Alfred University stu-

dents, alumni, and staff, as well as 

Alfred community members. Things 

were able to turn out good for BSU 

and funds for the St. Jude research 

hospital for children. Raising money 

to find cures is the main objective. It   

is a fund raiser to help Saint Jude 

Hospital discover a cure for the vari-

ous cancers that affect children. 

        “This was my first Fashion 

Show, but I thought the turnout was 

incredible, especially because the 

proceeds are going to St. Jude‟s 

Children‟s Hospital. The BSU coor-

dinators of this event did a fantastic 

job of collaborating with other moti-

vated organizations, such as Up Til 

Dawn, Umoja, and various groups 

from Alfred State and AU, because 

without them, this program wouldn‟t 

have been as successful as it was. I 

don‟t think anybody can deny that,” 

said BSU advisor Liz Raterman. 

First group/fashion line was 

called “four seasons”. They showed 

a lot of good styles to represent the 

four seasons. The participants of the 

show really emphasized more on the 

summer and spring seasons when 

showing the four seasons. 

The second group had the theme 

of “hats.” They showed a different 

variety of hats and styles that go with 

them. One of the styles that stood out 

the most was the skater style that one 

of the guys showed during the walk 

through of the second group. It had a 

mixture of skater and “punk” style. 

The third scene of the fashion 

show was “hospital”. Participants 

were showing a lot of exquisite out-

fits that had a hospital theme. It 

seemed as if it was outfits that were 

hand-made and took a lot of hard 

work to make. They emphasized the 

idea of being a patient in the hospital 

with unique design and twist to it. 

“The fashion show itself was 

interesting and fun. I enjoyed partici-

pating and being a model for a day. I 

felt nervous walking down the run 

way but had a lot of fun experiencing 

it. I was nervous about tripping the 

whole time. Other than that, it was 

great!” said by Alpha Sigma Sorority 

sister Marie DiFiglia. 

There was a contest that took 

place with eight volunteer contest-

ants. They showed their moves as a 

potential model for the fashion show. 

It showed the audience that anyone 

can strut down a walkway in front of 

many people. 

“Candy” was the fourth theme 

and it dealt with showing more of the 

body and having exotic outfits. The 

looks on peoples‟ faces were price-

less when they saw the outfits and the 

performances that participants were 

showing to the audience. It showed 

an increasing vibe in the crowd. Par-

ents who brought their children with 

them to view the fashion show were-

n‟t comfortable with the situation, 

but all went well. 

The fifth scene was “Couture”. It 

showed a unique type of fashion. It 

was more of an urbanized wardrobe. 

The outfits were leaning to a ball-

room type of dressing toward the end 

of the scene. 

And last but not least, the final 

scene is called “causes”. The final 

scene had a twist to it as the first per-

son came out with tape on her mouth. 

It represented for her to keep silent 

about things. There was a shirt that 

someone had on and on it, it said 

“stop police corruption”. That shows 

how a lot of people feel about the 

police in the United States. They 

abuse their authority. Another outfit 

that stood out was when one person 

had a sweater on with the hood up 

imitating the outfit Treyvon Martin. 

Another woman wore a hoodie over 

her head. On the back of it, she hung 

a handwritten sign which read, “Do I 

look suspicious?” (A Special Florida 

State district Attorney Assigned to 

the Treyvon Martin Case, has an-

nounced that second degree murder 

charges are being brought against the 

shooter, George Zimmerman.) 

The show ended in a round of 

applause by the audience. Thanks 

were extended to every model, the 

leaders of BSU, Liz Raterman and 

everyone else who worked to set up 

the event! 

The event was successful and it 

will be repeated for years to come.  

Lila Campiz 

SPRING HAS arrived and all of the 

spring sports are in full spring. The 

Alfred State sport teams however are 

not the only teams or organizations 

participating in games. During the 

week of April 9th, according to the 

Greek Community it was Glory 

Days. Each day the Greeks took part 

in a different event. Also each sorori-

ty and fraternity had a „sweetheart‟ 

for the week which had to be with a 

house that they are not already affili-

ated with.  

Throughout the week were penny 

wars in which each house collected 

pennies and tabs for Relay for Life. 

Tuesday was the Greek Games, 

Wednesday was a decorate a brick, 

Thursday was sign a Greek and Fri-

day ended with an all Greek Mixer 

down at the bandstand in town. But 

GLORIOUS GREEK GAMES 

back to the games, Tuesday night 

inside Orvis Activities Center the 

Greeks gathered in the gymnasium 

from the Greek Games. The two big 

games of the night was a relay race 

and tug of war two games that are 

always fun. The winners of the relay 

race were Psi Delta Omega and Psi 

Sigma Psi, and the winners of the tug 

of war were Mu Theta and Pi Nu Ep-

silon.  

The Greek community as a whole 

had a great time, especially because 

the night started off with Mrs. Goo-

ney Bird. As Alfred State students 

many of us are familiar with Mrs. 

Gooney Bird from freshmen orienta-

tion. At the time we may have 

thought it was the most ridiculous 

thing in the world, and some us may 

even still think that. All in all, it was 

a great event.  

Shanelle Gabriel entertained the audience at the BSU Fashion show with 

songs, stories and interaction with the models  
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TAKE BACK THE NIGHT ON APRIL 25TH 

ALFRED STATE TIME CAPSULE 

The first Hot Dog Day was celebrated on April 24th, 1972. Due to the success of the even, Hot Dog Day has remained a 

tradition ever since. This years Hot Dog Day will take place on April 20th and 21st, and will feature a performance  by  

the band O.A.R. They’ll be preforming behind Carnegie Hall on the Alfred University Campus .  

bathroom.  It had photos and state-

ments on the wall, dimly lit and two 

girls sitting in the tub.  They play 

audio of both of the girls telling 

about what they went through when 

they were raped.  Their strength 

haunts me, and it is the second room 

I cried in.  

After all of this intensity, we 

went down the “Stairs of Enlighten-

ment” to the “Hope” room.  This 

room is the opportunity to discuss the 

emotions that were brought up by the 

tunnel with professionals.  All in all, 

the tunnel served its intention to the 

very letter and was fantastically done 

and as powerful as it could have pos-

sibly been. With the help of Liz Ra-

terman, Director of Multicultural 

Affairs two students Jeremy Miec-

zkowski and Liz Yetter helped plan 

and coordinate Tunnel of Oppres-

sion. Planning had started in Fall 

2011 and led up to the event itself. 

The two student chairs also had help 

from their fellow peers, Hannah Con-

rad, Racheal Jones, Amber Al-

varenga and Emily Crocker.   

Continued from page 1 

ON WEDNESDAY, April 25, Alfred 

State College will participate in 

“Take Back the Night,” an interna-

tionally held march and rally intended 

as a protest and direct action against 

rape and other forms of sexual vio-

lence. The main event will start in 

Orvis Gymnasium at 7:00 p.m. with 

speaker Stephanie Greiner, a power-

ful advocate who shares her personal 

story to educate others. In the summer 

of 1997 during her sophomore year 

of college, Stephanie – while she was 

under the influence of alcohol – was 

sexually assaulted by someone with 

whom she worked. In the weeks fol-

lowing the attack, she questioned her 

judgment, whether it was really sexu-

al assault, and how she was going to 

get past the experience. Since then, 

Stephanie has been dedicated to re-

searching and presenting on the topic 

of sexual assault, especially sexual 

assault peer education, in hopes that 

she can have her voice heard and help 

students make healthy decisions 

about alcohol use and relationship 

issues.  It is a discouraging but true 

fact that one in four college women 

will be sexually assaulted before she 

graduate from college. 

After the presentation by Ms. 

Greiner, the Take Back the Night 

March will begin at 8:15 p.m. Led by 

Alfred Steppas, participants will 

march through Alfred State campus, 

chanting and rallying against rape and 

sexual violence. Materials will be 

available in the Orvis 2nd Floor Lobby 

for anyone who would want to create 

a poster to carry on the March. The 

March will start at the Orvis 2nd Floor 

Lobby and end at Townhouse Com-

mons. 

The March will be followed at 

8:45 by a Speak-out, where individu-

als will have an opportunity to share 

stories, poetry, and feelings about 

rape and sexual assault. Educational 

materials and light refreshments will 

be available. 

Earlier in the day, there will be a 

free self-defense class offered from 

TUNNEL OF  

OPPRESSION

4:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Orvis Mat 

Room. In collaboration with Victim 

Services Community Action and 

S.O.S., participants will learn new 

skills and information on victim 

rights. Space is limited, so to register, 

call Beth Desotell at (585) 593-4685. 

In conjunction with the Self-Defense 

Class, educational sessions on Date 

& Acquaintance Rape and Victim 

Rights will take place. This portion is 

open to all and participants do not 

need to register. 

Take Back the Night will be tak-

ing place on scores college campus 

all across the United States, on April 

25th, to show solidarity amongst col-

lege students.  

This event is sponsored by Kalei-

doscope Coalition, Student Activi-

ties, Student Senate, Newman Club, 

University Police, and Health Ser-

vices & Wellness Center. “Take 

Back the Night” also wouldn‟t be 

possible without the following de-

partments and agencies: Greek Sen-

ate, Cattaraugus Community Action 

(CCA), Residence Life Hall Coun-

cils, Athletics, Students Organization 

for Services (S.O.S.), and Alfred 

Steppas.  

A display of flags representing victims of sexual assault and rape set up at 

Florida International University at 2011’s “Take Back the Night” event.   
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Angel Torres  

ON MARCH 28, the Home Run Der-

by event hosted by LASO created 

excitement among the participants 

and to the people who were watching 

on the side. The event was support 

and charity for the Red Cross. It took 

place in the Orvis gym. Viewing the 

participants‟ facial expressions, I no-

ticed there was excitement in the 

gym. People were cheering for the 

batters. There were also people from 

the baseball team participating in the 

Home run derby even. It was not on-

ly LASO members, but others as 

well. Children were even batting up.  

They seemed pretty excited because 

hitting the ball was the goal. There-

fore, when hitting the ball it became 

clear to them that a competition was 

going on between the competitors. 

Pitching the balls to the batters 

was Coach/Dr. Swanson. In my view 

as an outsider in the event, hitting the 

ball seemed easy to most competi-

tors. At some points of time people 

were not hitting the ball and Coach 

Swanson yelled out “I feel like I‟m 

Nolan Ryan.”  

“We raised some money for the 

Red Cross and had some fun. We‟re 

glad that everyone who came through 

was able to enjoy themselves and 

look forward to making it bigger & 

better next year! Special thanks to 

Dr. Swanson, Paul Welker, all of 

Athletics, thank you!,” said by LASO 

president Erick Guerra 

As the event went came to an 

end, Erickson Rodriguez was the 

winner; a member from the LASO 

group. Runner up was the basketball 

coach‟s son Alex. Finally, third place 

was Steve Pinell from the baseball 

team. 

Having a fund raiser for the Red 

Cross was huge not only for LASO, 

but also for people in need of the Red 

Cross‟ help. Raising money helps 

raise awareness as to why the Red 

Cross is important. To add on, it also 

helps benefit the Red Cross‟ equip-

ment for people in need around the 

world that can and are in great dan-

ger. 

“It was a fun event that was for a 

good cause,” commented William 

“Chino” Urena 

The event raised money for the 

Red Cross through a $2.00 admission 

charge for every participant, along 

with the receipts generously donated 

from garage sales held by various 

Resident Assistants.  

BATTING FOR CHARITY: LASO HOSTS HOME RUN DERBY  

THE SILENT WITNESS Program is 

an anonymous reporting system that 

allows anyone in the Alfred State 

Community to report offenses or in-

formation to the College without re-

vealing their name or identity.  You 

will remain anonymous and help us 

protect you. 

Hazing, assault, illegal drug use, 

theft, and harassment are just a few 

SILENT WITNESS PROGRAM AVAILABLE

examples of offenses that could be 

reported on Silent Witness.    

You can access this easy-to-use 

online system by going on the Alfred 

State site and going to the University 

Police webpage or by typing in the 

following address: 

https://www.alfredstate.edu/

webforms/silent-witness 

  

PROJECT-BASED learning is a cor-

nerstone of the Alfred State culture. 

A recent example took place in 

Apalachin, NY, from March 11-16. 

Mark Payne, assistant professor, 

Heavy Equipment Operations, led a 

group of eight students during their 

spring break to engage in stream 

remediation. The team utilized 

heavy equipment such as bulldozers, 

excavators, wheel loaders, and an 

articulated truck to redirect the 

Apalachin Creek stream bed and 

create a berm that will better control 

any future flooding. The group in-

vested long hours each day to ensure 

the work would be completed by the 

end of the week. Thankfully, all ben-

efited by having Culinary Arts in-

structor, Brian Decker, prepare ex-

cellent meals on site to keep up the 

energy level and enthusiasm. 

This trip was the fourth relief 

team Professor Payne has organized 

with the Heavy Equipment Club to 

assist this region of New York after 

the historic flooding from Hurricane 

Irene and Tropical Storm Lee in 

2011. The first team served in the 

Schoharie area to clear debris. The 

second team worked with the Owego

-Apalachin school district to rehabil-

itate a drainage system to mitigate 

future flooding. The third team be-

gan the work on the Apalachin 

Creek as well as rehabilitated a local 

cemetery at the request of Senator 

Tom Libous‟ office. This fourth 

team sought to move beyond clean-

up to provide a solution at Apalachin 

Creek that would mitigate and redi-

rect future floods from having such a 

devastating impact in the future. 

This project was made possible 

not only through the initiative, exper-

tise, and service of this team, but also 

through the collaboration and support 

of corporate, non-profit, and local/

state government agency partners. 

Right down the road, Binghamton 

University again was a valuable part-

ner by providing housing and parking 

options to the group throughout the 

week. Monroe Tractor donated the 

trucking of a bulldozer, excavator, 

wheel loader and an articulated dump 

truck to this project. And, LeChase 

Construction LLC working with 

ZMK Construction donated another 

bulldozer to the cause. Exaktime also 

donated time tracking software to 

allow the students to log and manage 

their time on the project.  

Finally, the team worked very 

closely with Tioga Soil County and 

Water and the Upper Susquehanna 

River Coalition to identify the need 

for stream remediation and develop a 

clear plan to fix this ongoing commu-

nity challenge. 

Students have taken on leader-

ship roles gaining valuable experi-

ence in logistical organization, pro-

ject planning, collaboration, and real 

world experience on heavy equip-

ment. Local residents have expressed 

their appreciation that their property 

and lives are now safer through the 

efforts of this team. And, all stake-

holders appreciate the value of com-

ing together to develop solutions to 

local challenges. The expectation is 

that future efforts will continue to 

leverage these strong partnerships to 

create solutions in communities that 

continue to recover from the flood 

damage. 

A video that includes interviews 

and footage can be seen by visiting 

the following feature by Twin Tiers 

CW 2 or Fox 40 ICZ. 

STUDENTS TACKLE REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS 
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COME RIDE WITH US: WHY YOU SHOULD  

JOIN THE EQUESTRIAN TEAMS 

THE ALFRED STATE Equestrian 

Teams will be holding an organiza-

tional meeting for students interested 

in participating on the intercollegiate 

club riding teams during the 2012-

2013 academic year.  Coaches and 

current team members will be on 

hand to answer any questions at 5:00 

p.m. on Monday April 23, 2012 in 

Room 119 of the EJ Brown building. 

“No experience is necessary because 

we welcome anyone with an interest 

in riding horses.”  

 

Where We Ride 

We currently ride at Kendrick Show 

Stables (English) and Hurdale Farm 

(Western). You don‟t have to have a 

horse to be on the team. In our les-

sons, we use the stable‟s lesson hors-

es so we do not get used to riding one 

horse. Lessons are usually $20-35 

depending on how many people you 

ride with and how long the lesson is. 

No car? No problem! Most of our 

members carpool to lessons. 

 

IHSA Competitions 

The Alfred State College Equestrian 

Teams are members of the Intercolle-

giate Horse Show Association, a na-

tionally recognized organization. The 

IHSA promotes competition for riders 

of any skill level through individual 

and team competitions at regional and 

national levels. IHSA competitions 

develop sportsmanship, team enthusi-

asm, and horsemanship. 

IHSA shows are a true test of 

horsemanship ability. When we go to 

shows, we ride the host school‟s hors-

es. We aren‟t allowed to school/warm 

up the horses before our classes, we 

just get on and go! Horse and rider 

are paired up randomly, which makes 

all riders compete on an equal level. 

The IHSA currently has two dis-

ciplines - Hunter/English and Stock 

Seat/Western. You can choose to 

compete in one or both. There are 

five levels that you will be accessed 

into at the beginning of the year - 

Walk-Trot, Walk-Trot-Canter, Nov-

SUBMIT AN ARTICLE TO THE 

TOR ECHO 

 

The next submission deadline is April 22nd 
 

The next issue will be published on April 30th and will be  

available online at torecho.wordpress.com  
 

Send all submissions to: torecho@alfredstate.edu 
 

THE ALFRED STATE softball team 

played in a wild doubleheader at 

Genesee CC on Thursday. Genesee 

used a big five-run 5th inning in the 

first game to race to a 13-5 victory. In 

the nightcap, the Lady Pioneers 

scored seven runs in the 6th to tie the 

game at 11-11 but lost in heartbreak-

ing style 14-13 in nine innings. 

In the opener, Alfred clawed 

back into the game and trailed 8-5 in 

the 5th but the Cougars ended the 

contest with a five-run 5th inning. 

Kristen Potter (Northern Potter, PA) 

was 2 for 3 while Tara Scholla 

(Genesee Valley) was 2 for 4. Alfred 

finished the contest with seven hits. 

Once again the Pioneers fell be-

hind in the nightcap but they used a 

seven-run 6th inning to tie the game. 

Neither team could score in the 6th 

and 7th innings and both teams 

scored a single run in the 8th. In the 

9th, Alfred State plated one run but 

stranded runners on 2nd and 3rd. 

GCC was able to tie it up and win the 

game in their half of the 9th to com-

plete the sweep. 

Reagan Ball (Hammondsport) 

was 3 for 4 with a RBI, Scholla was 

3 for 6, and Shelby Freligh (Union 

Springs) was 2 for 4 with 2 RBI. 

Canisteo Greenwood grads Cora 

Murphy and Renee Stanford were 

each 2 for 5. 

The blue & gold return to action 

on Sunday when they travel to Jeffer-

son CC for a 2 p.m. doubleheader. 

LADY PIONEERS LOSE  

WILD DOUBLE HEADER

ice, Intermediate, or Open. Depend-

ing on where you point into, you 

may start at basic walk/trot, walk/

trot/canter, or low level jumping for 

hunters or reining patterns for west-

ern/stock seat. Riders move up 

through the levels by accumulating 

points by placing at each horse show. 

There are eight riding shows held 

each year. Points earned in each 

show carry over from year to year 

except for the open riders. 

 

Not interested in showing? 

Team members participate in club 

meetings, at which they attend to 

team business and learn about stable 

management and horse care. They 

also participate in campus leadership 

activities. Team members are fre-

quently involved in volunteer activi-

ties throughout the year. The team 

also fundraises actively to pay for 

team apparel and other costs in-

volved in riding and showing.  Team 

members not showing can also par-

ticipate in social events from groom-

ing to movie nights to trail rides and 

horse handling and assisting at 

shows.  

For more information about the 

equestrian teams contact: boltonvl 

@alfredstate.edu  


