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ARTICLE HEADER (BELL MT 
24) 

CAMPUS NEWS 

ALFRED STATE COLLEGE PRESIDENT  
DR. JOHN M. ANDERSON VISIT TO CHINA  

PICTURED HERE IS DR. JOHN M. ANDERSON BY THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA 

ALFRED, NY, February 2010--
In a grand gesture of gratitude, the 
Chinese government hosted a group 
of 24 SUNY (State University of 
New York) officials—including Al-
fred State College President Dr. 
John M. Anderson (one of only two 
SUNY presidents to make the trip)
—and 200 SUNY students as well 
as another 200 students from col-
leges and universities throughout 
the United States in late December. 

The impetus of this largesse 
was last year‘s SUNY ―China 150‖ 
initiative which hosted 150 Chinese 
college students who had been dis-
placed by the massive earthquake in 
Sichuan Province in 2008; 150 stu-
dents were hosted by various of 
SUNY‘s 64 campuses for the 2008-
09 academic year.  Alfred State 
hosted two young Chinese women 
as part of the project. 

―The hospitality [in China] was 
incredible,‖ notes Anderson as he 
reflects on the trip.  ―Everywhere 
we went, we were greeted by such 
pageantry:  performances, exhibits, 
and feasts!  It was apparent that the 
Chinese people were exceedingly 
grateful to us for having ‗adopted‘ 
some of their students for that aca-
demic year.  The outpouring of 
emotion touched us all!‖ 

The plan was to tour the dele-
gation at various colleges and uni-
versities in Beijing and Chengdu as 
well as at some of the sightseeing 
highlights for which China is 
noted.  

―Eighteen buses transported the 
group each day, and each day 400+ 
of us ate lunch ‗together‘ in the up-
per floors of the local restaurants…
which easily accommodated a group 
that size!‖ says Anderson, apprecia-
tive of the organizational skills nec-
essary to pull off such a feat. 

―The students were divided into 
groups and housed either in dorms 
or with Chinese families for the last 
week of their stay, so they could get 
a real taste of the Chinese culture,‖ 
continues Anderson, ―while the rest 
of us were also divided into groups 
and toured campuses of particular 
interest to us.‖ 

There are all types of colleges, 
says Anderson, including electron-
ics and technical universities 
(equivalent to an MIT); the equiva-
lent of SUNY‘s former normal 
schools for teacher training; agri-
cultural colleges; a petroleum uni-
versity—with a ―live‖ oil rig on 
campus; a railroad university where 
they create and test the engines 
that power their high speed trains 
(up to 200 mph); and finance and 
economics institutions.  ―However, 
despite their names, all of the col-
leges and universities offer compre-
hensive curriculums because of the 
demand for such programs. 

―One of the more interesting 
aspects of all the institutions we 
visited,‖ notes Anderson, was that 
―each one housed a small museum 
showcasing its history and many 
featured elaborate dioramas of their 

campuses. 

―And what campuses they are!‖ 
Anderson says in wonder-
ment.  ―Most of these campuses 
have been built since 2000, and they 
enroll tens of thousands of stu-
dents.  And everything is big!  The 
Chinese seem to love ‗scale,‘‖ he 
adds. 

―We even got to sit in on some 
classes in Chengdu,‖ Anderson re-
calls.  But none of the classroom 
buildings are heated, so faculty and 
students (and visitors) attend 
classes wearing their coats and 
scarves when the weather requires 
it.  And in late December and early 
January, the weather requires it.‖ 

The dorms had their interesting 
points, too, Anderson notes.  The 
rooms were compact, yet housed six 
students, he says.  But the most 
amazing part of it was that the lava-
tory facilities are outdoors!  ―Our 
students in America don‘t realize 
how good they have it,‖ he laughs. 

Additionally, the Chinese Min-
istry of Education has created Con-
fucius Institutes throughout the 
world, including one at neighboring 
Alfred University to promote the 
understanding of the Chinese lan-
guage and culture through educa-
tion. 

Enjoying his own glimpse into 
the Chinese culture, Anderson men-
tions how he was moved and awed 
by several of the sights, particularly 
the Great Wall (a series of stone 
and earthen fortifications in north-
ern China, built, rebuilt, and main-
tained between the 5th century BC 
and the 16th century to protect the 
northern borders of the Chinese 
Empire during various successive 
dynasties); the Forbidden City (the 
Chinese imperial palace from the Ming 
Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty. 
Located in the middle of Beijing, it 
now houses the Palace Museum. For 
almost five centuries, it served as the 
home of the Emperor and his house-
hold, as well as the ceremonial and 
political centre of Chinese government); 
the Bird’s Nest (the stadium built in 
Beijing for the 2008 Olympics), the 
giant Buddha of Leshan (the world's 
largest Buddha carved into a mountain
-about 76 meters high. It was built 
about 2,000 years ago); Tian’anmen 
Square (the large plaza near the center 
of Beijing and the site of several key 
events in Chinese history;  it is the larg-

est city square in the world and was the 
site of a pro-democracy protest in 1989 
where hundreds of protesters were 
killed); and pandas to name just a 
few. 

The trip ―was very interesting,‖ 
says Anderson.  ―It‘s a culture 
seemingly in conflict with its his-
tory and traditions.‖  For instance, 
he notes, the smog in the cities 
makes air quality nearly unbreath-
able, ―due to the addition of 1,500 
cars  per  day  on Chinese 
streets.  And the infrastructure was 
not built to accommodate such de-
mand,‖ he adds, noting that when 
five lanes for vehicles going in one 
direction are not enough, drivers 
often take to the sidewalks.  And 
―good luck to pedestrians and bicy-
clists,‖ he laughs. 

Another cultural legacy seem-
ingly being lost is the multigenera-
tional family unit.  ―In China,‖ 
Anderson says, ―children care for 
their parents and grandparents; 
however, with the one child per 
family law, if that one child is a 
daughter, she becomes part of her 
husband‘s family, wherein lies her 
obligation.  That leaves her parents 
without caretakers in their declin-
ing years.‖ 

Additionally, Anderson sees a 
widening gap between rural and 
urban cultures in China as well as 
between the poor and the wealthy. 

There was also a business side 
to the trip.  The Chinese govern-
ment evidenced a strong desire to 
continue to partner with SUNY and 
other higher education entities to 
exchange faculty, students, and pro-
gramming.  

―SUNY is held in high regard 
by the Chinese Ministry of Educa-
tion,‖ says Anderson, ―and rightly 
so.  The Chinese colleges and uni-
versities, seeking to increase pres-
tige among prospective students, 
are desirous of forming these alli-
ances to promote Chinese culture 
and language.‖ 

Although he has yet to sign any 
MOU (memorandum of under-
standing) with a Chinese university, 
Anderson says he is carefully re-
viewing the options for collabora-
tive programs with like-minded 
Chinese institutions. 

https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2falfredmagazine.alfred.edu%2f%3ftag%3dconfucius-institute
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2falfredmagazine.alfred.edu%2f%3ftag%3dconfucius-institute
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fFortification
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fChina
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fHistory_of_China
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fHistory_of_China
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fDynasties_in_Chinese_history
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fDynasties_in_Chinese_history
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fChina
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fPalace
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fMing_Dynasty
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fMing_Dynasty
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fQing_Dynasty
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fBeijing
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fEmperor_of_China
https://mailcas1.alfredstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0030f2402a55449c9c3cb1ce2ac65f18&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fTiananmen
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the course. I attempt to vary my 
evaluation methods to take into ac-
count the different learning styles 
and strengths of students. 

All my classes include exams 
that are based on my lectures and 
readings.  Assignments vary greatly 
based on the course. In Basic Help-
ing Skills, students participate in 
mock helping sessions that are 
videotaped and then critiqued (self-
critiqued and critiqued by me).  In 
Introduction to Human Services, 
students do case studies and present 
their work.  This semester, my 
General Sociology students are re-
quired to keep a weekly journal that 
includes current news articles and 
an analysis of how the article relates 
to what is being taught that week in 
the course.  

Each semester, I review my stu-
dent evaluations and my student 
learning objectives to determine if 
changes need to be made to my 
course. Based on these results, I 
adjust any areas needed in the 
course.  

 
Dr. Karla Back, professor Business 
Department: 

Learning is the primary reason 
to do student assessment. As a pro-
fessor, I am here to facilitate the 
learning process for the students in 
my management classes. I use as-
sessment to determine how well 
students have learned the concepts, 
theories, and information that we 
cover.  My classes include a wide 
variety of learning activities and 
measures that are student-centered 
such as case studies, team activities, 
exploratory papers, scenario appli-
cation exams, self assessment activi-
ties, and individual scholarly read-
ings shared with classmates. In my 
classes, assessment is ongoing, con-
text specific to particular needs and 
backgrounds of students. Assess-
ment also allows me to adjust my 
emphasis on topics. If student as-
sessments are telling me that a class 
in not ―getting it‖ with a particular 
topic, I can spend more time on it or 
adjust how I structure learning ac-
tivities. I don‘t believe in curving 
grades or the use of a normal distri-
bution curve.  

 
Robert Albrecht, distinguished 
teaching professor, English and Hu-
manities Department: 
 

Different courses and desired 
learning outcomes generate differ-
ent kinds of evaluations of student 
performance. What I do in a lit 
course is not what I do in 
COMP1503. 

The emphasis in my writing 
course is on the processes of think-
ing and writing; those processes 
include the production of an edited 
and polished draft that validates the 
writer‘s assertion with credible evi-
dence in order to earn the respect of 
the intended audience. All this 
serves to achieve the writer‘s pur-
pose. 

COMP1503 uses the writing 
portfolio as the primary evaluation 
tool. In my sections of COMP1503, 
no individual paper is graded. In-

stimulate and assess students, usu-
ally standardized tools are used: 
exams, papers, presentations, etc. 
Since professors‘ evaluations have 
important implications for other 
stakeholders besides students—
such as employers, for example—a 
careful consideration must be done 
about the evaluation process.  

As you probably know, the 
teaching style differs from one pro-
fessor to another. In a way, asking a 
professor to adopt a script for each 
lecture he or she gives in a class is 
simply not feasible. Even with iden-
tical scripts, two professors will 
relate their lectures to students in 
different ways. But when it comes 
to evaluating students, where there 
is usually a tendency for standardi-
zation in the evaluation process, 
two important questions should be 
addressed:  
1. Why do professors grade stu-

dents in the way they do? 
2. Is there a better way to assess 

students? 
 

Before giving you my thoughts 
on this topic, I present you what 
several professors have to say about 
their student evaluation process. 

 
  —— 
 

Leonhard Euler (a.k.a. Tim Bocchi), 
assistant professor, Math and Phys-
ics Department : 

 
 Mathematics is a difficult sub-
ject to assess student learning. At 
the elementary level, algebra 
through calculus, my approach is 
consistent.  I ask the student to 
demonstrate mastery of the basic 
techniques taught in the course 
through in-class exams.  I was 
raised this way, and I continue the 
tradition. There are no questions 
asked that require the student to 
think beyond what was covered in 
class or in the homework. Thus, the 
student with an excellent memory 
and a knack for pattern can do quite 
well with a shallow understanding 
of the subject matter. This is unfor-
tunate but unavoidable.  Homework 
is not used to assess.  Students need 
practice without consequence 
(indeed, this is where the mistakes 
should be made and where the real 
learning takes place).  I do offer 
each student the option to retake 
one exam at the end of the semes-
ter. This allows students to im-
prove their grade (while earning it), 
which they like, and it makes me 
happy to see improvement. Yes, the 
tests are different. There is a cumu-
lative final examination. It is de-
partment policy (which I agree 
with). 

Regina Pollard, associate professor, 
Social and Behavioral Science De-
partment: 

 My evaluation of students var-
ies based on the nature, objectives, 
and the level of the class. Students 
are expected to demonstrate mas-
tery of the material in order to pass 

Professor: You‘re an IDIOT! 
Student: Ermmm...ok. 
P: What is the answer? 
S: Ttttwo? 
P: Yes, IDIOT. Two will be the 

answer in your gradebook. I am 
asking the answer for this ques-
tion.  

S: Square root of two?  
P: Square root of five. Sit! 
 

That was my math teacher in 
fifth grade. Later during that class, 
he took my gradebook, which I had 
to show to my parents every eve-
ning, unless I would decide to acci-
dentally lose it, and drew a HUGE 
‘2‘ with his pen in it. I, due to my 
mediocre intelligence, bought a 
gradebook with no pagination, so I 
had no trouble in ripping the sheet 
with the reviling grade on it. I did it 
not because I was worried about the 
opprobrium from my parents, but 
because I was clearly treated un-
fairly. He picked me out of the 
whole class to go to the blackboard 
and gave me a problem that only 
very few of my classmates could 
solve. I knew that it was a common 
practice to adjust the  questions to 
the student‘s performance; hence, 
the hard questions would go to the 
more capable students, and the easy 
ones would go to those who did not 
even know what subject they were 
studying. However, he should have 
not called his students idiots when 
he challenged them. At least that is 
how I thought then.  

Despite the fact that he called 
me idiot more often than by my real 
name, at the end of the semester, 
when I got my school report, I had 
a perfect grade in it. That was a 
pleasant surprise, since what I ex-
pected was a 2 out of 10, a complete 
fail.   

Then it dawned on me that all 
this time he was simply mocking 
me, even though his small eyes and 
red face always portrayed sincere 
fury when he called me idiot. In or-
der to encourage me in my learning, 
he decided to make me perceive him 
as an enemy. An enemy, as you 
probably know, is able to create a 
very stimulating environment. He 
successfully manipulated each stu-
dent, not just me, and made them 
do their best in his class. For some 
he would hand out chocolate and 
pat them on their backs, having no 
trouble giving praise and support. 
In the end, however, since he had 
the absolute power over his course 
and his grading criteria, he assessed 
students according to what they 
really knew. Of course, there was a 
lot of wailing among those who 
throughout the course gorged 
themselves on chocolate and en-
couragement and who felt sure that 
all the attention given to them was 
a sign of their success.   

  —— 
A professor, out of courtesy and 

out of policy, will rarely treat you in 
a derogatory manner. In order to 

STUDENT ASSESMENT 
stead as the semester progresses, 
papers must demonstrate satisfac-
tion of increasingly complex re-
quirements; successful drafts are 
approved while others are returned 
for further revision.  Course grades 
are based on the number of ap-
proved papers and the quality of 
selected papers in the portfolio. 
In addition to doing the writing 
tasks, students must undertake a 
number of writing-related exercises 
ranging from journal writing to 
research to grammar mastery. Stu-
dents who are writing for an A 
must do more than double the work 
of a student seeking a D, and the 
quality of the writing must satisfy 
the department‘s rubric for the 
evaluation of writing. I like this sys-
tem because it does not penalize a 
single weak draft or paper. Still, 
students must deliver the goods to 
be rewarded; as the syllabus states, 
―Do the work. Do it well and on 
time.‖ 

Finally, the final exam in 
COMP1503 is indeed a department 
exam where my students‘ writing is 
read and evaluated by my col-
leagues. Each of us has autonomy in 
our own classroom, but we all are 
held responsible for our students‘ 
fulfillment of department-wide 
course objectives. 

Also, it might be interesting to 
know that my writing courses are 
all web-based with all papers sub-
mitted and reviewed electronically. 
Both face-to-face on-campus 
courses and online courses use the 
same webware, the same assign-
ments, and the same criteria for 
evaluation. This of course makes 
the recent college policy which dis-
courages, even bans blended in-
struction, nonsense. But that‘s an-
other article. 

 
Sheryl Volk, professor, Physical and 
Health Sciences Department: 

I do not ―grade‖ my students, 
each one earns her or his grade.  I 
employ several methods of offering 
points that they may earn to estab-
lish their grade.  They have five 
hour exams, two or more major lab 
exams, and almost innumerable 
quizzes.  I have review classes regu-
larly, and currently have an excel-
lent student doing Supplemental 
Instruction for my course.  In addi-
tion, I employ several enticements 
to encourage students to improve 
their grades.  They may earn par-
ticipation points for going beyond 
the requirements of the course by 
reading an article I supply, correct-
ing their exams, or attending a lec-
ture or other events.  

The grade I eventually report 
to Records is a straight percentage, 
calculated by dividing the number 
of points a student earns during the 
semester by the number that were 
offered, and multiplying by one 
hundred.  This percentage is con-
verted to a letter grade.  Participa-
tion points are added to the ―points 
earned‖ but not the ―points offered,‖ 
so they are ―bonus,‖ though I do not 
use the term. 

See Student Assessment Page 3 

BY STANISLAV SAJIN 
EDITORIAL 
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I‘M STILL IN SHOCK! 

YOU‘LL BE IN SHOCK, TOO, 
WHEN YOU HEAR THE DE-
TAILS. 

 
Toyota has recalled millions of 

cars because of stuck accelerators 
and bad brakes! There‘s something 
funny, in a twisted way, about that 
combination, but since the Great 
Depression in ‗08, I‘ve shed my im-
ported cars and been driving noth-
ing but ‗vintage‘ Detroit Iron, so 
Toyota‘s problems are not my prob-
lems. 

 
BUT HERE‘S THE SHOCK-

ING NEWS! Alfred State College 
has announced that due to some 
faulty teaching in the 1990s, about 
1000 Camp Alfred students‘ college 
degrees are being recalled!! 

 
The good news: Not all Camp 

Alfred grads from the 90s are af-
fected. The Records Office has 
traced the faulty teaching to one 
Freshman Comp teacher and one 
accounting teacher, so the damage 

is limited. It could have been worse. 
For awhile, they thought a ‗faulty 
math prof‘ might have been in-
volved, but that got ruled out. The 
math chairman said ―prove it‖ and 
nobody could remember the correct 
proof! (a little math humor there…a 
rare commodity…) 

 
So I guess the damage is done. 

About 1000 Camp Alfred grads 
have been notified that their ASC 
degrees have been recalled. Those 
grads affected by the recall must 
return to Alfred and retake their 
Freshman Comp course and also 
their intro accounting course. 
Those grads WERE NOT HAPPY 
about this, but SUNY makes the 
rules around here. 

 
The college is trying to keep 

this whole ‗degree recall‘ thing 
quiet, of course. Truth is, I‘m put-
ting myself at risk by even report-
ing this, but hey, I‘ve got too many 
years invested in earning a two-
year degree from Camp Alfred to sit 
on this story. 

 

All of the above is to say that I 
know what the students need to 
know to progress in their fields 
(mostly Nursing) and so they must 
earn a passing percentage.  I do not, 
and never have, ―curved‖ grades. 
I have two questions for your read-
ers: 
1. Would you be just as willing to 
see a set of exam grades ―curved‖ 
down if they don‘t fit some sort of 
(mythical) ―C‖ curve?  Should I take 
the grades from an exam eighty 
students took yesterday, earning an 
average of almost a ―B‖ (YAY!!), and 
curve them down until the average 
is a ―C?‖ 
2. Would you care to submit the life 
of a loved one, or the integrity of 
your newly repaired car, or the 
safety of an interstate bridge to a 
doctor, nurse, mechanic, or engi-
neer whose grades in their training 
were earned only in relation to his 
or her peers instead of to an excel-
lent standard?  I think not. 

A final thought.  Many curric-
ula here at Alfred State College lead 
to a degree in a field that has a li-
censing exam for practitioners in 
that field.  I believe we cannot com-
promise our students‘ preparation 
and expertise by allowing the 
―average of peers‖ to be our stan-
dard. 

 
          ——— 

There are several conclusions 
that can be made from the accounts 
above: (1) there is no such thing as 
a perfect grading system that can be 
applied to all courses, (2) most pro-
fessors tend to adjust their grading 
criteria according to the type of stu-
dents they have in their classes, and 
(3) all professors take into account 
the interest of most stakeholders. I 
do not know if these conclusions 
can be applied to all professors at 
ASC, though.  

If you take a  composition class, 
you will be expected to do a lot of 
writing; if you take a math course, 
you will have to solve problems to 
which  in most of the cases there is 

only one answer; if you‘re part of a 
business class, then  an evaluation 
of your interpersonal skills is usu-
ally done; and if you‘re in a nursing 
class, then you‘ll have to focus on 
learning the terminology and mak-
ing good use of your practical learn-
ing experience. In each class you 
are supposed to learn a specific set 
of skills and knowledge, so in each 
class students should be assessed 
with different tools. As it is argued 
by many, the grading criteria is 
used to measure your expertise in 
an area. This concept, however, has 
serious flaws.  

 
Argument 1 
 

Imagine that you take a class, 
and it happens that your professor 
is quite indulgent in the way grades 
are distributed. As it turns out, 90% 
of the students pass the course, and 
about 60% get either As or Bs. The 
professor carries no fault in having 
such a capable class, because, as it 
turns out, all students do show 
mastery of the subject. In the begin-
ning, an increase in the number of 
students who meet the academic 
requirements seems to be a good 
thing. But could there be any latent 
effects that have a negative impact? 

When you will be called for a job 
interview, your ‗A‘ shall have an 
equal worth as the ‘A‘ of another 
student, if both of you have the 
same degree from the same college. 
You know, though, that your aver-
age hovers around 98 out of 100 
and that the average of the other 
student is 91. The employer, unfor-
tunately, does not know that. So 
while you have expended an expo-
nentially larger portion of your 
time than the other student in order 
to get your ‘A,‘ you‘re employer 
shall value you both as candidates 
with equal chances of getting the 
job. What conclusion a student can 
make out of this? Does this mean 
that you should not worry about 
perfection, simply because nobody 
cares much about it? Well, I guess 
so.  

How, then, can students who go 
beyond what is required of them be 
rewarded for their diligence? Curv-
ing grades seems to be a good op-
tion, however, as you shall see in 
Argument 2, it has serious flaws 
when grades are curved up. The 
solution, it seems, is to include a 
ranking system and inform students 
about their academic situation not 
only in relation to the course re-
quirements, but also in relation to 
other students in the class. So, in 
order to make things a bit clearer, 
the letter grade will show whether 
the student has met the require-
ments given by the professor, while 
the rank number will represent how 
the student stands in relation to 
his/her classmates. If a student gets 
an ‗A‘ and a rank of 16 out of 18, the 
conclusion would be that the stu-
dent has all the necessary expertise, 
but there are 15 other students who 
are better than him/her. This will 
enable employers not only to pick 
students who have all the necessary 
expertise and knowledge, but who 
make the best use of what they 
know.  

Argument 2 
 

Imagine a class of incompetent 
students who barely score an aver-
age of 50 on exams. Should the 
grades be curved? The answer has 
already been given by Sheryl Volk: 
―I think not.‖ But does the same 
answer apply to the situation where 
all students are competent? Well, I 
have some dissonance about how 
should things be done in this case. 
Since it is highly unlikely that a 
school will decide to change to a 
system that will take into account 
both grades and rank, a professor 
can decide to use a curve, or to 
grade students according to how 
they met the criteria specified in the 
syllabus. Most chose to do the lat-
ter. So when every student in a 
class deserves to get an A, then 
they will get what they deserve. In 
life, however, our worth is esti-
mated in relation to each other. I 
will not expound much on the the-
ory of social relativity, but what I 
want to say is that averages and 
bell-curves can be used to find out if 
the course is or is not challenging 

enough, proportionate rewards 
properly, and, maybe, encourage 
competition.  

 
Argument 3 
 

Sir Ken Robinson, in his address 
at TED on the topic ―Do Schools 
Kill Creativity‖ mentions the proc-
ess of academic inflation. Here is 
what he had to say about this proc-
ess: ―...now kids with degrees are 
often heading home to carry on 
playing video games, because you 
need an MA where the previous job 
required a BA, and now you need a 
PhD for the other.‖  

I have nothing against James 
Mill‘s proposal, the father of the 
famous philosopher John Stuart 
Mill, to focus on the proliferation of 
education because this would leave 
everyone better-off, but I believe 
that there is a high degree of truth 
in what Sir Robinson said about 
academic inflation, and that it is the 
aftereffect of a laxity in evaluating 
students. Grading students simply 
because they met the course re-
quirements is simply not enough. 
With an objective evaluation, based 
on assessing students relative to 
each other and relative to the what 
course requirement are, the educa-
tion (and here I mean the certifi-
cate) will carry more worth for both 
students and employers.  

 
  ——— 
 
Since you‘ve reached the end of 

the article, you should start to ask 
yourself, ―When is he going to give 
some answers to the two questions 
he asked in the beginning?‖ Unfor-
tunately, I am a terrible critic, and 
even through I gave you some 
thoughts about the latent effects of 
grade distribution, I have no idea 
how the seemingly worrisome prob-
lems related to evaluating students 
should be solved.   
 

If it makes you feel any better, 
both the Freshman Comp teacher 
and the accounting teacher respon-
sible for the faulty teaching are long 
gone from Camp Alfred. They both 
work in Albany now, so you can 
relax, sort of. The accounting 
teacher has something to do with 
the state budget, and the comp prof 
now is in charge of checking the 
grammar in Gov. Patterson‘s 
speeches, so we‘re pretty safe there. 

 
The real issue is how to get 

about 1000 Alfred grads to come 
back to Camp Alfred to retake 
Freshman Comp, the course they 
thought (and sometimes prayed) 
they‘d put behind them over a dec-
ade ago. Here‘s one plan: Since the 
faulty teaching they got in Fresh-
man Comp only involved colons 
and semi-colons, the English De-
partment may offer a one-day ‗colon 
seminar‘ during Spring Break to 
cover only that material. College 
officials figure that a three hour 
‗class‘ on colons, semi- and regular, 
should undo the damage done by 
the faulty teaching and satisfy 

SUNY ‗recall‘ requirements. A sim-
ple overnight stay should be ade-
quate. Dorms will be empty, so the 
college can easily house the 1000 
students, most of them now in their 
mid-30s. At the end of the one-day 
seminar, all students will receive a 
sweatshirt with ―I PASSED MY 
COLON EXAM AT ALFRED 
STATE!” 

 
BTW, to fix the damage done 

by the faulty accounting prof, all 
accounting majors from the mid-
90s will receive a $4.98 pocket cal-
culator with the correct accounting 
formulas programmed into it. Easy 
fix, eh?  

 
Back to the real issue: Because 

of faulty instruction in colons and 
semi-colons in the mid-90s, 
EVERY DOCUMENT created by 
Camp Alfred grads in those years 
must now be reexamined for errors. 
There is the real possibility that 
thousands of legal documents, legis-
lation, product warrantees, newspa-
per articles, AND EVEN LOVE 
LETTERS are incorrect and must 

See ASC.edu Page 8 

sajins@alfredstate.edu 

STUDENT ASSESMENT  
Continued from page two 
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GREEK LIFE 
BY: HEATHER DAVIS 

Welcome back. Last time I 
talked about Greeks as a whole, 
about our outstanding grades and 
dedication to the community. This 
time I want to narrow my scope 
down to one event. Martin Luther 
King Day. Three houses went out 
to help the people, Delta Chi 
Omega, Kappa Sigma Epsilon, and 
Pi Nu Epsilon. Let me narrow it 
down some more to just one house 
and their dedication to the commu-
nity. The ladies of Pi Nu Epsilon.  
On Martin Luther King Day they 
took toys to a hospital for new and 
expecting mothers. Though they 
didn‘t get to help hand out the toys 
as they wished, they did receive a 
letter from the hospital. Now I 
could try and explain to you how 
appreciative the hospital staff was, 
but I think you will only truly un-
derstand if you get to read the letter 
for yourself. 

―I was thinking more about 
your delivery this afternoon, and I 
can‘t thank you and the rest of your 
sorority sisters for the wonderful 
donations. Tara and I put things 
away, and we were so surprised and 
happy at all the things you girls 
brought us! However, I feel really 
bad about the way it turned out ….  
I was so busy at the time when you 
first came, I had a client in my office 
with me, and another 1-2 waiting 
for me, and did not have the proper 
time to give you. I am so sorry that 
we did not have a specific project 
prepared for you. Unfortunately, we 
just don‘t have the space for a lot of 
activities! I had thought, when 
Jeanine first contacted me, that we 
could set you girls up in a confer-

ence room for a couple of hours, and 
have clients come and go and you 
could help them choose some baby 
things that way and bag them up 
….I wish I had had more of a 
chance to communicate with you 
and/or Jeanine before you came. 
But again – we are so very, very 
thankful for what you did! (I went 
to Alfred State myself, and did not 
pledge a sorority, but I remember 
liking the girls from Pi Nu Epsilon, 
and I thought if I would ever 
pledge, that would be the one). 
You‘re all awesome, and please 
know what a difference you have 
made. We have a lot of girls – some 
much younger than you – who 
come in to see me, pregnant, alone, 
and have no money, and it means so 
much to them to have a few new 
baby things.‖ 

Receiving something like this 
for any sorority or fraternity is a 
great achievement. All of us have 
been fighting long and hard to have 
our community, professors, and 
peers look at us in a better light. It‘s 
not easy. Many people will always 
think that Greeks in Alfred are just 
like the ones they see on TV or 
movies. But little things like a letter 
of thanks remind us that we can all 
change people‘s minds just like the 
girls of Pi Nu Epsilon. That people 
do see the good things we do and 
appreciate it, there is nothing we 
could want more.  

WELLNESS CORNER 
BY PATTY AMIDON 

COORDINATOR OF HEALTH & PEER EDUCATION 

February ~ the month of love, 
chocolate and sex  

 
 
 
 If you are thinking that Febru-
ary sounds like a nice month, you 
are not alone!  You can rejoice 
about all of these choices and be 
savvy about them! Even chocolate 
has health perks, as long as they are 
part of a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 Love and health are inter-
twined in many nice surprising 
ways. People are wired for connec-
tion, and when we cultivate good 
relationships, the rewards are im-
mense. According to Harry Reis, 
PhD, co-editor of the Encyclopedia of 
Human Relationships, many of the 
relationship perks extend to other 
close relationships such as with a 
partner, parent, or friend. The key 
is to feel connected is to be re-
spectful to people, valued by peo-
ple, and feel a sense of belonging.  
The exact sciences to why loving 
relationships are good for health 
really are educated guesses. A hy-
pothesis for this logic is that human 
beings have been constructed by 
evolution to live in closely knit so-
cial groups. One theory is that peo-
ple in healthy relationships take 
better care of themselves. We may 
increase our value in oral hygiene, 
or motivate us to be more fit. Over 
time, these good habits translate to 
fewer illnesses. Other important 
health benefits that have been docu-
mented through research are less 
anxiety, better stress management, 
fewer colds and faster healing to 
mention a few. 

 Chocolate~ If you think choco-
late is yummy, you're not alone. 
Chocolate literally is the "food of 
the gods", that is what its botanical 
name, Theobroma cacao, means. 
Chocolate dates back centuries, the 
cacao tree was discovered over 2000 
years ago. The first people known 
to have made chocolate were the 
ancient cultures of Mexico and Cen-
tral America. These people, includ-
ing the Maya and Aztec, mixed 
ground cacao seeds with various 
seasonings to make a spicy, frothy 
drink. (www.fieldmuseum.org). The 
chocolate bar came along later in 
the 18th century. Health benefits of 
chocolate come from flavonoids, a 
type of phytochemical found in the 
cacao bean. The dark chocolate con-
tains a higher percentage of cocoa 
than white or milk chocolate. The 
more cocoa a chocolate product 
contains, the richer its health-
promoting content. Research has 
shown that when dark chocolate is 

part of a healthy lifestyle, it can im-
prove your health of the heart, 
blood pressure, and reduce LDL 
"bad" cholesterol and increase blood 
flow to the brain. You will want to 
limit your dark chocolate portion 
though. Even though it contains the 
health benefits of flavonoids, it also 
contains fat, sugar and calories. 
Choose small portions (ounce) and 
eat slowly to satisfy your craving. A 
good way to understand the por-
tions is that a standard-size bar of 
Hershey‘s Dark Chocolate has 531 
calories, compared to 150 calories 
from an ounce of dark chocolate or 
around six Hershey Kisses. 

 Sex~ Ok, so we have talked 
about love, health and chocolate…
so if one of Cupid‘s arrows finds its 
way to you this month or in the 
future, let‘s talk about how to be 
safe. Did you know that February is 
National Condom Month? That 
makes it even more appropriate to 
talk about sex and safety…which of 
course, we can not talk about with-
out mentioning condoms. 

 According to the American 
Social Health Association 
(ashastd.org), each year in the 
United States there are approxi-
mately 19 million new cases of 
sexually transmitted infections 
(STI), about half of which occur 
among youth ages 15-24. Absti-
nence is encouraged from sexual 
intercourse and is the most effective 
way to reduce the risk of all sexu-
ally transmitted infections. But for 
those who choose not to be absti-
nent, it is essential to understand 
the importance of using condoms. 
But the use of condoms is not just 
using them, but using them Cor-
rectly and Consistently! There are a 
few points on sexual etiquette that I 
call the ―R & R‘s (respect and re-
sponsibility) of sex‖.  

1.  Have the Courage to Get Ade-
quate Sexual Knowledge 

2.  Connect Our Family Values to 
Sexual Socialization and Sexual Be-
havior 

3.  Talking with your partner about 
safe sex BEFORE you start to have 
sex 

4.   Plan ahead-have condoms, don‘t 
rely on your sexual partner 

5.  Valuing Our Ability to Control 
Our Own Sexual Decision Making 

6.   Protecting One Another from 
Abuse and Exploitation 

 
Happy Valentines!!!  

Happy Black History Month. Come and join BSU at their campus-wide 
meetings every Monday at 6:30pm in the Braddon Hall main lounge to 
learn more about African American Culture. Movies will be shown and 
presentations will be given at each campus wide meeting. BSU Fashion 
Show is only 6 weeks away!!!!! Be on the look out for flyers. 

 DO YOU 

DRAW? 

We are looking for a  
Cartoonist that would be 

interested in events on cam-
pus and off. 

Let us know: 
 
 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 

http://www.fieldmuseum.org
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By:  CHELSEA KAMROWSKI 

INTOLERABLE BLATHER: BLEMISHES YOU SHOULD FAIL TO UTTER WHEN PROFESSORS ARE AROUND    

Eight o‘clock Monday morning 
comes too early…yet again. You 
manage to scramble through the 
door of your first class a few min-
utes late. As you settle into your 
desk, your mind is on nothing but 
sleep. The task of taking notes is 
the least of your worries. But, of 
course, your professor has other 
plans for you, which do not include 
a nap.   
 Your professor suddenly asks 
you a question, and on instinct you 
become irritated at the fact that he 
called on you when there‘s an entire 
class to pick on. Why you? Tired, 
irritated, and miserable, you simply 
mumble ―Whatever,‖ and cop an 
attitude because you are entirely 
too good to be bothered by a simple 
question...  
 Sure, you do not want to social-
ize so early in the morning, but do 
you think the professor is purpose-
fully trying to bring out your nega-
tive attitude? I think not. Perhaps 
once in a great while, you will find a 

professor that thrives on ruining a 
student‘s day, but that is usually not 
the case. A professor deals with 
many students every day, his job is 
to teach you... not to hurt your feel-
ings. So as a student, you should 
understand that you are here to 
learn, and he is here to teach you. 
Therefore, have a little respect and 
you will receive his respect in re-
turn. 
 Every day you take into account 
what your peers and friends think of 
your behavior, but have you ever 
taken into consideration how your 
professor perceives your actions? 
What words and phrases does a 
professor prefer not to hear? 
 This question was asked to a 
few professors. The common re-
sponse from professors in the Eng-
lish department included different 
phrases that ―annoy‖ them in writ-
ing. Examples of this include, ―all in 
all,‖ ―nowadays,‖ ―we as humans,‖ 
and even ―plethora.‖ They sup-
ported their responses with the ar-
guments that these phrases are ei-
ther too wordy, weird, cliché, or 

simply sound too strange.  
In classroom communication, 

aside from obvious inappropriate 
terms, professors dislike the above 
example of an attitude induced 
―whatever.‖ On a personal and indi-
vidual level, different educators 
have different views on language. 
Some are not as open about their 
personal beliefs as others prove to 
be. Professor Volk is one who will 
specifically state what she DOES 
NOT allow in a class conversation.  

Professor Sheryl Volk is part of 
the Physical and Health Sciences 
Department here at Alfred State. 
Professor Volk is a loving grand-
mother, which automatically enti-
tles her to an opinion on the topic of 
appropriate language. She feels that 
it is a student‘s duty to believe and 
follow the values of integrity, civil-
ity, and tolerance. Instead of only 
speaking of unnecessary ―four-letter 
words,‖ Professor Volk proceeded 
into another area of our usual stu-
dent language: 

―I do not want to hear the beau-
tiful gift of sex described in a crude 

and derogatory manner, and that 
includes any words intending to 
insult someone by describing the 
sexual act in such a way.  I actually 
do not understand why one of the 
most pleasurable and delightful 
ways we‘ve been given to enjoy 
each other is the source of some of 
our smuttiest language.  Addition-
ally, words describing elimination 
of various materials from our bodies 
should stay in rooms devoted to 
that purpose.‖  

Finally, Professor Volk feels 
that education is about more than 
just gaining job skills. Education is 
also meant to civil-ize us. She be-
lieves it to be essential to graduate 
citizens who will be responsible, 
with civil behavior.  

She concluded with, ―Our lan-
guage is our most prominent way of 
demonstrating to the world our 
status as civilized human beings.‖ 

 

KamrowCE@alfredstate.edu  

SNOW 

By:  HEATHER DAVIS 

Picture with me, if you will, 
your alarm screaming. It‘s 6:00 in 
the morning . You have a little over 
an hour to get ready before you get 
to your first class. You contemplate 
perhaps throwing the stupid alarm 
that woke you, maybe even going in 
to class late before sighing in defeat. 

You take a moment, have a nice 
stretch to work out the kinks in 
your muscles, rub tiredly at your 
eyes to get the sleep out before you 
force yourself out of the lovely 
warm mess of blankets. Finally, in 
one desperate attempt to convince 
yourself a day full of class is un-
avoidable you pull open the blinds. 

Snow. 
So much snow, covering every 

inch of the ground, untouched, as if 
flawlessly laid down by some higher 
being. It‘s pouring down from the 
sky in a graceful dance rivaled only 
by the one done by the leaves in fall. 
You will be slightly taken in by the 
beauty of it all before you sigh, real-
izing that the plows have already 
gone by, and your last chance to 
crawl back into the salvation known 
as sleep has been pushed aside as 
easily as the snow was. 

Pull on clothes, pack your bag, 
brush your teeth and jerk on your 
boots.  At this point you will glance 
back and wonder if you need to 
grab your hat and gloves. You saw 
the snow; you know the probability 
of it being cold over the rating of 
―highly likely‖. Forget it, you will 
think, you‘re driving anyway, and 
you won‘t have to stand in it as 
long as the poor saps waiting for 
the bus. Snatch your keys and head 
outside: don‘t bother shutting the 
door softly. By now, you‘re grumpy 
that you have to be up at all while 
the rest of the campus sleeps. Who 
cares if you wake them up. You 
most likely make it up two, possibly 

three, steps before you start to feel a 
little guilt and decide to take the 
last remaining steps as quietly as 
possible in penance. 

As you get ready to walk out-
side you try to focus on the fact that 
after class you can crawl back into 
that nice soft bed, you can silence 
your cell phone, barricade the door 
even. As you contemplate what you 
would use first to make your fic-
tional barricade you push open the 
door and it hits you. That solid wall 
of frozen air. You don‘t let it stop 
you. There is no going back now, 
even if you crawled back into bed 
you would never be able to sleep 
after that wake up call. 

As you press on towards your 
car you realize that you were mis-
taken before. The snow was not 
dancing, it was fighting an epic war 
with everything it could possibly 
touch. The wind pulled at your hair, 
your clothes, determined to drag 
you down to the unforgiving 
ground and bury you along with 
the earth. By the time you make it 
to your car your lungs are burning 
from the freezing air. You can 
hardly hold your keys to unlock the 
stupid door. 

You dive inside to hide from the 
demonic wind and start the car. It 
barely helps. Though your car 
blocks the wind superbly it does 
nothing to stop the cold air blowing 
out of the vents that you are desper-
ately trying to get heat to come 
from, and when you let out a sigh of 
exasperation you can see your 
breath. Now you will wonder a lit-
tle belatedly why you didn‘t ask for 
a stupid car starter for Christmas as 
you climb out of your momentary 
shelter and start to scrape the frost 
and snow off so you can see through 
the windows. By the time you‘re 
done with that the people who will 
be riding with you to class that day 
are waiting in your still-freezing 

car, ready to go. You climb in and 
drive off holding your ice cube 
steering wheel cursing yourself for 
not grabbing the gloves. 

When you get to class your car 
has just realized that, oh yes, it can 
make heat come through the vents 
and you wonder why you even 
bothered getting up for this hellish 
day. Once in class, your body starts 
its grand thaw, and you can‘t stop 
the irrepressible shivers that move 
through your body; well at least 
you won‘t be falling asleep for lec-
ture. You‘re shaking too hard for 
that. 

 As the day wears on, the sun 
remembers to come out, and the 
snow decides it‘s had enough fun 
terrorizing people from above so 
the ride home isn‘t bad. Your car 
even makes lovely, body warming 
heat before you leave the parking 
lot. Once back on campus, you walk 
towards your dorm building, scuff-
ing your feet through the snow just 
to watch it scatter as you silently 
leave your mark of having been 
there. You say goodbye to your 
friends and head inside. The 
warmth of the building wraps 
around you in a sweet, welcoming 
hug, and you sigh in relief. You 
can‘t wait to shower and get the 
days grime and dirt and frost off 
your body. It‘s hard to keep yourself 
from running up the stairs and 
throwing the door open to your 
room and diving into the shower 
just to make sure no one else gets 
there before you.  You just barely 
manage it and are pleased to find 
your patience has paid off, and you 
quickly claim your victory by drop-
ping your over-shirt in the bath-
room before continuing to your 
room to grab the soap. 

The shower manages to draw 
out the last of the chill that was 
clinging to you, and you‘re pleased 
to find your coffee mug and a box of 

hot chocolate your mother packed 
in the bin under your bed. You‘ll 
spend the next hour pretending to 
do your homework as your sip from 
your mug and actually watch the 
light top snow spin around as it‘s 
lifted by the wind to make little tor-
nados. 

You brave the cold on your way 
to dinner and find that it‘s hardly as 
bad as it was this morning and 
deem it bearable. A meal shared 
with your friends lightens your 
mood even more, and all thoughts 
of cold are gone. Even as you walk 
outside, it doesn‘t stop you from 
laughing at the jokes people are 
making all around you. 

The first snowball flies when 
you're half way between CDH and 
your dorm. Your only pre-warning 
a cry of ―Fire in the hole‖ before it 
lands right on your head. After that 
the only thing you hear is laughter 
and all you see is snow. The snow is 
great for packing, even better for 
stuffing down the back of someone‘s 
jacket and just perfect for shoving 
someone down the hill. In the end 
the ones who don‘t get shoved 
down the hillside go down it any-
way for the fun of it, and all of you 
are as red as tomatoes. Clothes 
soaked through chest, filled to the 
brim with warmth. It‘s a wonderful 
feeling even as the adrenaline wears 
off and you start to shake a little 
from the cold. 

When you get back to your 
room you change and, as you're 
toweling dry your hair, you see 
movement out of the corner of your 
eye. Turning fully you see that it 
has begun to snow. You can‘t keep 
the smile from your face as you 
think that maybe there will be a 
snow day tomorrow. 

TORECHO 

ALFREDSTATE.EDU 
@ 
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ADVERTISE HERE 
 

Check out our website on our ad rates and sizes 
(which are free for students and student organiza-
tions). It‘s cheaper than you may think. This is a 
great way to promote a program or advertise for 
your club, while gaining Student Senate incentive 

points! 
 

http://web.alfredstate.edu/torecho 

CAMPUS NEWS 

ASC WILL HOST 21ST ANNUAL SKILLSUSA  
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  

 WELLSVILLE, NY, Feb-
ruary 2010--Alfred State College 
will host the upcoming 21st annual 
SkillsUSA-Region I Leadership 
Conference and Skills Olympics, 
(formerly VICA-- Vocational Indus-
trial Clubs of America) Tuesday, 
March 9, from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Nearly 1,000 BOCES students, 
their advisers, observers, parents, 
and guests from Western New 
York counties, including Allegany, 
Steuben, Monroe, Erie, Niagara, 
Orleans, Cattaraugus, and Ontario, 
will converge on the Alfred State 
College (456 student competitors) 
campus and the ASC School of Ap-
plied Technology (287 student 
competitors) campus, Wellsville, 
where they will compete in their 
areas of study.  Competition areas 
range from extemporaneous speak-
ing and graphic communications to 
heating and air conditioning to law 

enforcement and ground mainte-
nance to auto service, collision re-
pair, and brick masonry, to cake 
decorating and small animal care 
(vet assistant).  New competitions 
this year include crime scene inves-
tigation (CSI), photography, and 
small engine repair.  Alfred State 
College faculty, staff, and students 
will assist in judging the competi-
tions. 

SkillsUSA participants will 
have an opportunity during the day 
to view dorm life and eat lunch in 
the campus dining hall.  

 The winners of this regional 
competition will advance to the 
next level of competition at the On-
Center in Syracuse, where all six 
regions in New York State will 
meet to attempt to qualify for the 
national competition in Kansas City 
in June. 

CAMPUS NEWS 

ALFRED STATE COLLEGE NURSING DEPARTMENT  
CONTINUES ITS "PAY IT FORWARD" PHILOSOPHY  

PICTURED HERE, PANTER, FAR RIGHT, WELCOMES RECENT NURSING GRADU-
ATES AND CONGRATULATES THE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS: PICTURED FROM 

LEFT TO RIGHT BARNES, DEE SPINA (NURSING, CLASS OF 2008), KAUFFMAN, PEG 
EISENHARDT (NURSING, CLASS OF 2007), AND CLEARY.  

ALFRED, NY, January 2010—
The Alfred State College Nursing 
Department continued its ―Pay It 
Forward‖ philosophy through the 
awarding of its fourth annual round 
of ―Pay It Forward‖ scholarships, 
established during the fall 2006 se-
mester and presented to this year‘s 
recipients, senior nursing students 
Kayla Kauffman, East Branch; Lisa 
Barnes, Wellsville; and Paige 
Cleary, Rochester. Each student 
received $150 and a copy of the 
original signatures of those who 
initiated the scholarship, class of 
2005. 

The premise of ―paying it for-
ward‖ comes from a movie by the 
same name where a school child, as 
the result of a homework assign-
ment to change the world, begins 
the practice of helping others, ex-
pecting not pay back, but that each 
of those beneficiaries will go on to 
help three more people.  The caring 
aspect of that concept prompted 
Linda Panter, ASC professor in the 
nursing program, to incorporate it 
into the program, where it has 
grown, and culminated, thus far, 
into the scholarship.  Each eligible 
nursing student submits proposals 
detailing the activities they could 
conduct to demonstrate the caring 
nature of the profession. The pro-
posals need to demonstrate an un-
derstanding of caring as identified 
in the nursing caring project and 
evidenced by implementing a 
unique caring project and revealing 
insight and sensitivity in the writ-

ten assignment.  

Panter notes, ―The selection of 
the recipients is based on whether 
the project demonstrates an under-
standing of caring as evidenced by 
implementing a unique caring pro-
ject and revealing insight and sensi-
tivity in the written assignment.‖ 

        The projects included return-
ing a lost wallet intact, despite per-
sonal  f inancia l  d i f f i cu l t i e s 
(Kauffman); taking time out of a 
busy schedule to help a disabled 
man with his grocery shopping 
(Barnes); and planting flowers as a 
memorial to a young life lost 
(Cleary). 

―‘Pay It Forward‘ is a concept 
relating to social change beginning 
with the individual.  Application of 
the process results in exponential 
development of moral health and 
caring, as well as transformation of 
the individual into a contributing 
member of the global society,‖ notes 
Panter of the project. 

 The Pay It Forward concept 
developed into a Pay It Forward 
Scholarship, initiated by the nurs-
ing graduating Class of 2005.  The 
scholarships are awarded to senior 
nursing students at the beginning 
of their last semester.  Funding is 
provided by private donors as well 
as fundraisers by the nursing stu-
dents themselves. 

RENTING 2010-2011 

www.alfredrental.com 
 

Village Apartments 
Clean-Modern 

1,2,3,4,5 bedroom apartments 
Semester or year leases 

 
Village Center 

Rt. 244 - 4 Elm St. 
16 W. University - 11 Church St. 
44 N. Main St.- 36 S. Main St. 

57 N. Main St. – 22 W. University 
 

Brown Property Development  
44 N. Main St. Alfred 

607-587-9391/ 607-266-8921 
Schedule a tour today 

 Attention – May 2010 gradu-
ates:  This is your chance to recog-
nize an outstanding faculty member 
at ASC! 
 
Nominate an Outstanding  
Faculty Member 
 
 The Alfred State Alumni Board 
of Directors would like to congratu-
late you on your upcoming college 
graduation.  As graduates of the 
College, we recognize the hard 
work that one must put forth in 
order to achieve such an accom-
plishment. We also remember the 
dedication and support of the fac-
ulty who contributed to our success 
at Alfred State. We would like to 

give you the opportunity to nomi-
nate a current faculty member who 
influenced you and played a critical 
role in helping you reach your edu-
cational goals.  
 

Please submit your entries by 
March 31 by completing this 
o n l i n e  f o r m  h t t p s : / /
www.alfredstate.edu/webforms/
alumni-association-outstanding-
faculty-award-nomination or filling 
out the postcard you received in the 
mail.  The recipient will be pre-
sented with the award at the Hon-
ors Convocation ceremony on Sun-
day, April 18.  

 
Thank you! 

NOMINATE AN OUTSTANDING FACULTY MEMBER  

http://www.alfredrental.com
https://www.alfredstate.edu/webforms/alumni-association-outstanding-faculty-award-nomination
https://www.alfredstate.edu/webforms/alumni-association-outstanding-faculty-award-nomination
https://www.alfredstate.edu/webforms/alumni-association-outstanding-faculty-award-nomination
https://www.alfredstate.edu/webforms/alumni-association-outstanding-faculty-award-nomination
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A MILLION LITTLE PIECES 
BY:  JAMES FREY 

BOOK REVIEW 
REVIEW BY: STACY KINGSLEY 

 ―My front four teeth are gone, I 
have a hole in my cheek, my nose is 
broken and my eyes are swollen 
nearly shut.‖ Hmm. Do you ever 
have days like that? Hopefully not. 
But for one individual this was an 
actual reality. James Frey, at age 
23, finds himself on a plane to a re-
hab facility after being addicted to 
crack for three years, an alcoholic 
for ten, and no recollection of the 
past two weeks. 

 James wakes on the flight with 
no idea where he is or what will 

become of him as the plane de-
scends into where the next six 
weeks of his life will be lived. When 
James first arrives he is overcome 
with feelings of anger and spite to-
wards his mother and father for 
bringing him away from the suste-
nance that his body craves. The an-
ger dripping from every word that 
he speaks. As difficult as it is for a 
parent to submit their child to this, 
the Frey‘s must do this in order to 
save him. They risk losing their son 
through the process but hopefully 
bonds in the family stay strong and 
the undying love conquers over. 

 As the days go by James slowly 
starts breaking down both physi-
cally and mentally as the substances 
run through his system, cleansing 
him. While at rehab, James meets 
new individuals that give the reader 
a perspective of what life is like of 
not only someone who has an addic-
tion to substances but those who 
crave flesh of a prostitute and the 
maddening darkness that envelopes 
their minds. 

 This novel is for those that have 
a strong stomach and mind who can 
endure the heart retching, true 
story of James Frey and his journey 
through rehab.  

KingslS@alfredstate.edu  

SUDOKU 
PUZZLE SUPPLIED BY: WWW.SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: EASY 

SOLUTION TO THIS ISSUE‘S PUZZLE IS ON PAGE EIGHT 

BY:  STACY KINGSLEY 

DEAR ECHO... 

  
 Dear Echo is a new section that 
we have added to the newspaper to 
allow students to ask the staff ques-
tions and supply their own opin-
ions. For those of you who are fa-
miliar with ―Dear Abby‖ from the 
―Democrat and Chronicle‖ it is the 
same concept. The questions that 
you ask can range from any topic 
that you choose and will remain 
anonymous. Please note that any 
concerning emails that we receive 
will be turned over to the appropri-
ate party and action will be taken 
from there. 
 
 The first question that we have 
today for Dear Echo is: Why is the 
game World of Warcraft (WOW) 
so popular? 
 
 Answer: For those of you who 
don‘t know what World of War-
craft is, we can take a brief over-
view. World of Warcraft was devel-
oped by Blizzard and is played on 
the PC. WOW has sold millions of 
copies to date and still continues to 
grow. At $15 a month you can play 

all you want with individuals all 
over the world. The game is played 
by choosing your own character, 
which realm you‘re going to play 
on, and whether you will play on 
the Horde or Alliance. 
  

 From here we can figure 
out the question. Why is it so popu-
lar? Well, to be honest, its popular-
ity stays with the people who play 
it. Simply asking one individual 
why it is fun could be completely 
different from asking another, but 
in my opinion I think that the game 
allows people to ―explore the world‖ 
without leaving the safety of wher-
ever you are. After asking a few 
people about what makes it fun I 
simply heard the phrase ―hangout‖ 
with friends. This is where most of 
you are probably thinking that 
hanging out usually means that you 
are physically with friends hanging 
out. Guess not anymore. The vir-
tual world seems like it‘s the prime 
―hangout‖ to be. 

KingslS@alfredstate.edu  sajins@alfredstate.edu 

MATH CORNER 
COORDINATOR: STANISLAV SAJIN 

Question 1: 
 

I was given this question when I was in the sixth grade. The story that I 
was told was tied to how the game of chess was developed. Here is how the 
story goes: 

A very rich Shah was extremely bored. Since he could find no pleasure in 
his life, he promised any reward for the one who would be able to entertain 
him. A beggar came to his court and presented to the Shah the game which 
today is commonly known as chess. The Shah was pleased by the beggar's 
ingenuity in coming up with this game and asked him, ―What reward do you 
want?‖ The beggar said that the Shah is too poor to come up with the re-
ward he wants. The Shah  persisted, and the beggar eventually had to make 
his request: ―I want to have one grain of wheat for the first square of the 
chessboard, two grains for the second square, four for the third... ‖ The Shah 
knew that the number of grains will double from one square to another, but 
he thought that his granaries would be enough to come with the necessary 
number of grains. In the end, however, the Shah was not able to fulfill his 
promise. The question is: How many grains did the Shah need? 

Question 2 
 
In the German town of Königs-
berg ran the river Pregel. In 
the river were two islands, con-
nected to each other and to the 
mainland by seven bridges, as 
shown in the figure to your 
right. Is it possible for someone 
to start at a point, cross each 
bridge only once, and come 
back to the starting point? 

SOLUTION TO THIS ISSUE‘S PUZZLES IS ON PAGE EIGHT 

Chessboard representing the exponential growth of the number of wheat grains 
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SODUKU  
SOLUTION 

POOR SHOOTING IN SECOND HALF HURTS LADY 
PIONEERS 

Alfred State and Jamestown CC 
were tied 39-39 at half, but the 
Lady Pioneers shot just 15.2% in 
the second half and fell 76-58.  JCC 
improves to 20-6 while ASC falls to 
10-12 (1-6 WNYAC). 

A S C ' s  S h a w n a  M c N e i l 
(Hornell) recorded a double-double 
with 16 points and 13 rebounds 
while Amanda Blake (Cuba Rush-
ford) added 11 points.  Brittany 
Brooks (Elmira Free) finished with 
eight points, eight rebounds, and 
six blocks, Kim Winquist (Wilson) 
chipped in six points and 12 re-
bounds, and Megan Coates 
(Nazareth) added six early in the 
contest. 

Kaylyn York led the Jayhawks 
with 14 points while Jenny Boja-
nowski and Meaghan Rowland each 
finished with 12.  Eleven different 
players scored. 

JCC shot just 27.5% from the 
field for the game but was 26 for 39 
from the foul line.  The Jayhawks 
attempted 18 more shots from the 
field and held a slim 55 to 54 re-
bound advantage.  The Pioneers 
finished with 28 turnovers. 

The Lady Pioneers step out of 
Region III Division II play on 
Thursday when they travel to take 
on DI Monroe CC in Roches-
ter.  Tip-off is slated for 6 p.m. in 
Rochester. 

WRESTLERS FALL AT NIAGARA 

The Alfred State College wres-
tling team fell 45-6 to Niagara CCC 
in their regular season finale on 
Sunday.  The Pioneers were 2-4 in 
the matches wrestled but gave away 
points with four forfeits. 

Cody Dill (Unatego) and Eric 
Shedden (Canton, PA) earned victo-
ries for the Pioneers.  Dill defeated 
Rocco Rosso 6-3 at 125 lbs. while 
Shedden earned a 7-1 victory over 
Mark Manganaro  at 141 lbs. 

Alfred State now shifts their 
focus to the Northeast District/
Region III Championships to be 
held at the Orvis Activities Center 
on Sunday, Feb. 14.  Wrestling be-
gins at 10 a.m., and the finals are 
scheduled to start approximately at 
3:00 p.m.  Top wrestlers in each 
weight class advance to the NJCAA 
National Championships on Feb. 25
-27 in Des Moines, IA. 

WILSON AND GOBEZAI LEAD ASC PAST  
JAMESTOWN 

Neil Wilson (Ft. Worth, TX) 
a n d  Y o u n a t a n  G o b e z a i 
(Washington DC) led the Alfred 
State College men's basketball team 
past Jamestown CC 76-65.  The win 
avenges an early season loss to JCC 
and improves the Pioneers to 11-14 
overall and 5-5 in WNYAC play. 

Wilson connected on 5 three-
pointers and led all scorers with 28 
points.  He finished 11 for 17 from 
the field.  Gobezai was 6 for 13 from 
the field and 10 for 11 from the foul 
line and finished with 23.  Gobezai 
also passed out nine assists.  Bren-
dan Letteer (Odessa Montour) and 
Boris Boundjia (Cameroon) each 
chipped in six. 

The Pioneers built a 38-25 lead 
at halftime after hitting 6 three-
pointers in the opening stanza.  JCC 
cut the lead to five in the second 
half, but ASC hit key shots and hit 
their foul shots down the stretch to 
seal the victory. 

Thomas Lee led JCC with 13 
points while Ashton Brown added 
12.  Marcus McAfee and Ryan Rice 
each chipped in 10.  JCC shot 39.1% 
from the field on the game. 

The Pioneers travel to #3 
ranked Monroe CC on Thursday 
for a showdown with the Trib-
unes.  Tip-off is slated for 8 p.m. 

STRONG SHOWING AT SYRACUSE FOR  
ASC TRACK 

The Alfred State College indoor 
track & field team had a strong 
showing at the Syracuse University 
Invitational on Saturday.  The Pio-
neers competed versus a field that 
featured Division I and Division III 
competition. 

Ian Marshall (Bronx/DeWitt 
Clinton) finished 10th in the 400 m 
(52.26) and ran the 200 m in 23.92 
to pace the Pioneers.  Peter Francia 

(Greece Olympia) ran the 3,000 m 
in 9 :22.35,  Steven Hickey 
(Rochester/Aquinas) leapt 12'9" in 
the pole vault and Logan Drummer 
(Pioneer) ran the 800 in 2:02.94. 

Carey Crooker (Addison) fin-
ished 15th in the 1-mile (5:31.61) 
and ran the 800 in a season best 
2:29.73.  Bridget McMahon (Avoca) 
ran the 1,500 in 2:37.90. 

Answer 1: 
2^64-1 grains of wheat.  
 
Answer 2: 
This question has been bothering 
topologists for a very long time. 
Euler tried to solve the problem in 
a systematic matter by simplifying 
it. Below is a simplified version of 
the problem: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Euler eventually proved that it was 
impossible to cross each bridge once 
and come back to the starting point. 

MATH CORNER  
ANSWERS 

ASC.EDU 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE 

be fixed. People may be in NYS 
prisons because of semi-colon errors 
in legal documents; couples may be 
married because of colon errors; 
people may even be divorced be-
cause of colon and semi-colon er-
rors!  

 
There‘s even the possibility 

that Governor Patterson is not 
really the governor of New York!  
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo 
has ordered his investigators to de-
termine if Patterson is only in office 
because of punctuation errors com-

mitted by Alfred State grads over 
the years. Cuomo told aids that he 
will personally examine every colon 
connected to an Alfred State gradu-
ate. You gotta admire that level of 
scrutiny! I say ―Cuomo, skip all this 
talk about running for governor! 
ANDREW CUOMO FOR PRESI-
DENT NOW!!  

 
OK, I got a little over the 

top there. But look at it this way: 
would you prefer to have your ac-
celerator get stuck or your colon be 
misused? I‘ve got to go take care of 

some business now. I have the ex-
clusive ACES Bookstore contract 
for printing the sweatshirts with 
the slogan mentioned above: ―I 
PASSED MY COLON EXAM AT 
ALFRED STATE!” And I wish to 
thank all of the Comp 1503 profes-
sors I have had for what I hope is 
my correct use of colons and semi-
colons. Thank you very much. 

 

The Phi Theta Kappa Induction Ceremony has been set for Monday, March 29, 2010, at 7 pm in the Orvis Audi-
torium.  Letters of invitation have been mailed to students‘ local addresses.  If any student thinks he/she should have 
been invited but did not receive a letter, please contact one of the following advisors as soon as possible, but before 

March 12, 2010. 

 

Victoria Bolton Aniko Constantine, 

PhD 
Steven Jakobi, 

PhD 
Cynthie Luehman Sherry Volk 

311 Ag Science 

Bldg. 
309 Student Dev. 

Center 
205 Allied Health 302 Allied Health 213 Allied Health 

Phone: 3620 Phone 4184 Phone: 3677 Phone: 3695 Phone: 3619 

Email: boltonvl Email: constaav Email: jakobisr Email: luehmacr Email: volksb 

ALFRED STATE VOICES 
COORDINATOR: LINDA STAIGER 

 Alfred State College has a long 
tradition of music and theater on 
campus. As a high school student, I 
knew several friends who looked at 
ASC for the program of interest--
but their decisions to attend Alfred 
were made because there was also a 
strong music and theater program 
here.   At that time, there were also 
music theory and history classes in 
addition to bands, choirs and the 
drama events. When I began teach-
ing in the local public school here, I 
really experienced the quality of the 
music and theater programs at 
ASC!  
 Over time the activities for mu-

sic and theater dwindled a bit to the 
point that the choir no longer ex-
isted. Fortunately, the jazz band 
and drama continued. That is how I 
became involved with ASC music 
and theater: last year with the cast 
of ―A New Brain‖ and this past fall 
with ―Urinetown: the Musical.‖ I 
had wonderful and amazing experi-
ences with some super students and 
a cool drama director!  

Ok, so what‘s this all about, any-
way? Good question…and here‘s 
the answer: Alfred State has begun 
a new ensemble on campus as of 
January 26. The Alfred State Voices 
is a vocal ensemble which will work 
with a cappella music, vocal jazz, 

showtunes, today‘s tunes, spirituals, 
folk tunes from many countries as 
well as classical choral music. The 
ASC Vocal Music club has its Inter-
est Meeting and will develop as 
both a club and an ensemble. We 
will prepare for events such as the 
Jazz Band Concert on March 7 and 
the Alumni Weekend Chorus Con-
cert. For each performance, we will 
have a sign-up form so those of you 
who are interested in working on 
the songs for that event will make 
up the ensemble.  

 
Contact Linda Staiger, Director of Vo-
cal Music:  

staigel@alfredstate.edu or 
lstaiger@stny.rr.com  

for information regarding  
the ASC Vocal Music.   

mailto:staigel@alfredstate.edu
mailto:lstaiger@stny.rr.com

