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THE EDITOR 

BY STANISLAV SAJIN 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

ASC.EDU 
BY MIKE DEVILLE  

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

 
Hey, it‟s a whole new 

year! And if you think „0‟ is a 
number, it‟s the beginning of a 
whole new decade! You‟ll have 
to ask a math professor if „0‟ is a 
number, but either way, at least 
it‟s a whole new semester. 

 
I LOVE THE BEGIN-

NING OF A NEW SEMES-
TER! It‟s like a new chance to 
finally do it right this time, al-
most like being a virgin again.  
And it gets even better: I 
changed majors (again). For the 
last year, I‟ve been a business 
major here, but Wall Street fi-
nally did it to me for the last 
time. (Does my „virgin‟ comment 
start to make more sense now?) 
Long story short, I‟ve lost beau-
coup d‟ bucks in the past 18 
months thanks to Wall Street‟s 
greed and sleaze factor, which 
seems to rule down there.   

 
So after investing two 

years of my life, I‟m walking 
away from Wall Street and from 
my beloved business major here 
at Camp Alfred. And it‟s not that 
easy for me to do. I don‟t care 
what the computer profs say, 
there are some great business 
profs here!   

 
But it‟s time for me to 

finally take the training wheels 
off and change to the major I 
was born to be in: HISTORY! I 
know, you‟re thinking “Why 
history? Why now, Deville?” 

 
Well, if you promise not 

to laugh, I‟ll tell you how it hap-
pened. I stayed on campus for 
Christmas break. First, you 
gotta understand that my dorm 
room does not look like your 
dorm room.  I have a Big Mama 
48 Cup “Double D” Brewmaster, 
and I set it on “KEEP BREW-
ING” 24/7. And I‟ve got about 
10 cases of „double dark‟ choco-
late chip cookies. And my 36 
inch flat screen HD TV. Oh 
yeah, and a bed. 

 
I figured I was easily 

good for the three week break, 
coffeed up and flying on dark 
side of chocolate. It worked last 

Christmas break.  Sure, the first 
week a couple of the interna-
tional students took pity on me 
and invited me to a sushi party, 
but I was already too high on 
caffeine to fully appreciate the 
subtleties of puffer fish and tea, 
so I bailed out early and stayed 
in my room for the rest of the 
break.  

 
It worked this year, too. 

I watched The History Channel 
almost 24/7 for about 10 days 
nonstop. Look, this „History 
Channel‟ is way better than 
SPIKE, Ratchet Head, Killing for 
Sport Channel or even BET; if 
you haven‟t tried it, DO IT!  

 
Sure, some nights WWII 

takes over The History Channel 
and that‟s all you see. But every-
one needs a little reminder of 
WWII now and then, I guess. 
Tell me the truth! Did you know 
that Hitler filled England with 
counterfeit money during the 
war to destroy the British econ-
omy? Or maybe that was LBJ in 
the US during the Vietnam 
War…. But what‟s the diff? Or 
did you know Hitler had enemies 
within the Nazi Party who actu-
ally tried to have him assassi-
nated? Or maybe I‟m thinking of 
the US and LBJ and JFK again. 
It all gets confusing if you‟re 
high on dark chocolate and es-
presso coffee and it‟s 4 AM and 
you‟ve been watching TV for 
about five days straight. But it‟s 
sure not boring! Last week I 
learned that the Japanese gov-
ernment secretly helped the 
South during the American Civil 
War! Who knew??? 

 
Anyway, about five days 

into my History Channel 
WWII/coffee and dark chocolate 
marathon, I SAW THE LIGHT! 
History is the ONLY MAJOR 
that will really put everything in 
perspective for me. Look, as a 
history major, I can still study 
Wall Street, I can still study ro-
botics, and I can still study the 
humanities, my previous majors. 
I just won‟t have to take them 
too seriously because I‟ll be A 
HISTORY MAJOR.  

   
I‟ll have a license to 

See ASC.EDU Page 2            

 Did you spend more than 
three weeks barely doing any-
thing, listlessly opening your 
mouth for the holiday meals? I 
did.  
 
 Was the time between 
this and the previous semester a 
challenge, an experience that you 
can proudly share with your 
grandsons, one that can make 
you puffed-up and give you the 
title I am Legend? Mine was.  
 
 Why? Because this Win-
ter Break I hardly set my foot 
outside Alfred.  
 
 Alfred is a desolate place 
during the Christmas break. 
Without even a tinge of sarcasm, 
I attest that for the past twenty 
or so days this place was ruled by 
deer and a bevy of crows. Hu-
mans were just an extinct species. 
Gone. Or probably hibernating. 

Like me.  
 
 For the duration of the 
break, after barely speaking more 
than five sentences per day , the 
words—I should better say 
sounds—coming from my mouth 
are unfamiliar, even scary. That‟s 
alright. Zen Buddhists some-
times have to come out of their 
temples and realize that telepa-
thy does not work on other peo-
ple but only when they are by 
themselves, alone.  
 
 This year seems to be 
promising, mainly because it is a 
chance to escape from building 
air castles everyday. Many of us 
came to the wrong conclusions 
about Alfred. Unlike metropoli-
tan areas, this place does not 
subject us to noise and bustling. 
It gives us choices: (1) stay in the 
serenity of your own room  or (2) 
go out and get involved. I en-
courage you, though, to pick the 
latter • 

Let your voice be heard! 
 

Our first organizational meeting is: 

Wednesday, January 20th 
7:00 p.m. 

Orvis Lounge 
 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 

JOIN THE ECHO 

ANTARCTICA IS HERE 

sajins@alfredstate.edu 
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ASC.EDU 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

study everything that has ever 
happened and even things that 
MIGHT have happened but did-
n‟t happen. (The History Channel 
had a good special one night 
called “If the South Had Had F-
15 Fighter Jets.” Trust me, it 
would have changed the Civil 
War big time.  For example, we‟d 
all be talkin‟ like Alan Jackson 
now.) 

 
So I feel like a virgin! 

New semester, new major, new 
advisor! What could be better? 
And here‟s a secret that only De-
ville and his loyal readers know: 
every time you change majors, 
you leave all your D‟s and F‟s 
BEHIND YOU!! Now let‟s play 
math for a minute. If all the 
grades in your transcript are C or 
higher, your GPA will be, guess 

what, C or higher! (I checked 
this out with a math prof.)  
Don‟t spread this around, but 
that‟s how Deville „maintains‟ a 
GPA of C or higher despite, let‟s 
say, a few disappointing semes-
ters along the way. 

 
But I‟m giving away too 

many Deville family secrets 
here. Let‟s just say 
“WELCOME BACK” and 
“HAVE A GREAT SEMES-
TER.” Unless, of course, you 
flunked out, in which case I‟ll 
say “ADIOS, LOSER” and wish 
you continued success in the 
Great American Fast Food in-
dustry! And if you‟re a history 
prof, look for me in your door 
soon, singing “Like a virgin, en-
rolling for the very first time.” • 

WHEN PROPHECY FAILS 
BY: LEON FESTINER, HENRY W.  

REICKEN, STANLEY SCHACHTER  

BOOK REVIEW 
REVIEW BY: STANISLAV SAJIN 

“The end is here.”  
 
 Some of us have heard 
this statement in more meta-
phorical settings or in science-
fiction and action movies, where 
with the help and courage of 
such heroes as Bruce Willis and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger the 
Apocalypse or other forms of 
massive (and maybe absolute) 
extinctions in Earth‟s biosphere 
were prevented. Others might 
have good reasons to believe that 
the end will happen at an uncer-
tain time, in either the distant or 
near future. The reasons can 
range from religious beliefs and 
existential pessimism in human-
ity‟s collective choices to the 
more pragmatic and growing 
concerns of nuclear proliferation 
in such countries as, for example, 
Iran.  Yes, there is no problem in 
stating or believing that “the end 
will happen,” mainly because 
there is no way of proving that 
the end will not happen. The 
matter becomes intriguing, how-
ever, when there is an adamant 
conviction that “the end is here.” 
 
 Will you believe me if I 
say that throughout my life I 
have been communicating with 
beings from outer space through 
automatic writing, and in one of 
these supernatural sessions, 
where my hand would scribble 
messages received from a divine 
being named “the Echo,” I wrote: 
“There will be a flood on Decem-
ber 21st…2010… everything, 
except those who will believe, 
will perish…”? The most com-
mon reaction among you, proba-
bly, is that I am delusional and in 
need of extensive psychotherapy 
and a few boxes of antipsychotic 

medication.  
 
 Marian Keech, one of the 
subjects described in this book, a 
housewife from Michigan, made 
the same Apocalyptic prediction 
about 56 years ago, in 1954.  A 
group of people, most of them 
well-educated, with interests in 
flying saucers and paranormal, 
believed her. The majority, in-
cluding her husband, did not. 
Leon Festinger, Henry Reicken, 
and Stanley Schachter decided to 
use this opportunity, get into this 
Apocalyptic cult as observers, 
and eventually test a hypothesis. 
According to the authors of the 
book, from the historical data 
that they have gathered, even 
after a large disconfirmation (i.e. 
the end of the world does not 
happen on the assigned date) be-
lievers will not relinquish their 
faith; on the contrary, their faith 
will increase, and they will start 
to proselytize even more than 
before the disconfirmation. Even 
though in the study described in 
this book there are occurrences of 
experimenter bias and observer 
effect, the hypothesis was largely 
proven to be true. Marian Keech 
and her followers, some of them 
who quit their jobs and left be-
hind all career opportunities, 
waited for a whole night for 
UFOs to come, bring them to the 
haven of planet Clarion, and thus 
save them from the imminent 
flood. They waited with trepida-
tion, with absolute faith, undying 
hope. They waited…and the fly-
ing saucers did not come. The 
flood was not that imminent after 
all. 
 
 What happened to the 
subjects in the study, the “chosen 
ones?”  

 
 Well, as Festiner and 
others predicted, for the majority 
of the cult members the faith in 
their saviors from Clarion be-
came even stronger and prosely-
tizing activity after disconfirma-
tion increased.  
 
 The observations de-
scribed in this book are very in-
teresting and captivating. The 
rationalizations stirred by sub-
jects‟ creative imaginations are 
out of the ordinary. But let me 
leave my praise aside and ask you 
a few questions.  

 

See Review Page 4             

MISS US? 
Is there a place on or off  campus that you think the 
Tor Echo should deliver to? Let us know and we‟ll 

hook you up. 
 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 
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SUDOKU 
PUZZLE SUPPLIED BY: WWW.SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: MEDIUM 

SOLUTION TO THIS ISSUE‟S PUZZLE IS ON PAGE FOUR 

MATH CORNER 
COORDINATOR: STANISLAV SAJIN 

 
Question 1: 
 

This riddle was first put forward by Charles L. Dodgson (also known 

as Lewis Caroll), the author of “Alice‟s Adventures in Wonderland,” in 

“The Rectory Umbrella and Mischmasch.” 

 

Which is better, a clock that is right only once a year, or a clock that is 

right twice every day? 

 
Question 2: 
 

A bottle and its cork cost together $1.10. The bottle costs a dollar 

more than the cork. How much does the bottle cost? 
 
Question 3: 
 

Alien ships descend on America. The president shivers in fear. On the 

first day, 3 ships come. On the second day, 6 ships come. Each day, the 

number of ships increases as: 

3; 6; 18; 72; 144; 432; 1,728; ? 

 

Find the eighth number in this sequence to determine how many ships 

come on the last day. 
 

Question 4 
 

Loyd‟s Leaning Tower of Pisa. Sam Loyd, the famous nineteenth-

century American puzzle master, proposed “If an elastic ball is dropped 

from the Leaning Tower of Pisa at a height of 179 feet from the 

ground, and on each rebound the ball rises exactly one tenth of its pre-

vious height, what distance will it travel before it comes to rest? How 

would you solve this?  

 

STAFF NEEDED 

 
Join the Echo 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 
Join the Statonian school yearbook. 

kinnersa@alfredstate.edu 
 

BY STAS SAJIN 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

CONVERSATIONS IN THE WRITING 
LAB 

Student: Ok dude, I got this hag  
 on my back and sheez 
 been givin‟ me troubles. 
Tutor: Uhh…alright. So what 
 exactly is the trouble? 
Student: I dunno. She wants‟ me 
 to be a Shakespeare or 
 something. She gave me 
 this essay to write, and I 
 have a few hours to go. 
 Darn, it‟s annoying. I 
 wrote a couple of sen-
 tences, and I am trying 
 hard…real, real hard. 
 

I‟ve been working in the 
writing lab for three semesters as 
a tutor. I am not an elite writer, 
and my grammar is not up to the 
level I would want it to be. I of-
ten worry more about reading 
generic sentences, meaningless 
and lifeless simply because they 
are used too often, than about a 
misplaced coma. I can sometimes 
raise a discouraging brow that 
makes the student hesitate before 
saying other unnecessary things. 
I have strange twists in my writ-
ing and fail to resist the tempta-
tion of ending my sentences with 
a verb. When I write, I come up 
with pointlessly complicated 
words instead of simple, everyday 
verbalisms. I rarely care about 
correcting my own errors and 
reviewing my work. I have to 
conceal the dumb and astounded 
look that I have when I read 
something I wrote 13 days ago 
because everything seems so 
shamefully stupid. Leafing 
through Tor Echo, in search for 
an article written by me, is not an 
act of smugness but a pathologi-
cal behavior, akin to that of 
masochists‟ passions. 

 
I have many faults. At 

least that‟s how I see it. However, 
despite all these faults, I am a 
tutor. And while in this role, I  
went through many conversa-
tions like the one above. An un-
satisfied student comes to the 
Writing Lab, not as much as to 
get the needed help, but simply to 
put to use displacement and ra-
tionalization, the well known 
Freudian defense mechanisms. 
Any dialogues about professors, 
of course, are never encouraged 

by me, and I think the same goes 
for all those working in the 
Writing Lab. Encouraging such 
discussions, in order to show to 
the student that you are a caring 
and understanding creature, 
leads nowhere else but to dead-
ends. Sometimes, however, when  
advice is warranted, I am stupe-
fied by the students‟ inability to 
take blame for their own deci-
sions and actions when I point 
out that their “real, real hard” is 
not enough. When the “real, real 
hard” means spending two hours 
writing, with five non-
consecutive hours of playing Call 
of Duty in between, the results 
will be modest. A sentence pre-
ceded by a twenty minute free 
for all shooting match does not 
add up to a good essay. 

 
 Yes, life is unfair. Na-

ture and nurture did not give to 
some the opportunity to develop 
their skills in writing. Some have 
it easy and come up with good 
essays in a matter of minutes. 
Some are not that lucky. The 
argument that some work hard, 
and their effort is worth some-
thing does not pay off in the cur-
rent utilitarian society. The final 
result matters. An “A+” essay 
written in fifteen minutes is 
worth as much as an “A+” essay 
written in three hours. 

 
An inability to write well 

is a result of lack of practice. 
When one focuses on reading 
and writing every day, the effi-
ciency and the speed at which 
one writes gradually increases. 
Sessions with tutors often will 
get the students a letter grade 
up, but in the long run the ability 
to write well will remain unde-
veloped if there is too much focus 
in getting help and less on inde-
pendent work. So, if you are a 
student, look at college as an op-
portunity to write and read 
more. It would be terribly awful 
for you to lose this chance.  

 
If you need help with 

your essays, Writing Lab, lo-
cated in Student Development 
Center, in room 237, is the place 
where you can get it. • 

 

sajins@alfredstate.edu 
sajins@alfredstate.edu 

Let your voice be heard! 
 

Wednesdays 
7:00 p.m. 

Orvis Lounge 
 

JOIN THE ECHO 
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GOT NEW IDEAS? 

Do you have an idea that you want to be voiced and heard 
by students? Do you have a cool photo that you want to 

share? Send submissions to: 
 

TORECHO 
ALFREDSTATE.EDU @ 

SODUKU  
SOLUTION 

Check out upcoming  
issues for more puzzles. 

BOOK REVIEW 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO 

 If you would have a pen-
chant for the supernatural, and, 
in order to increase the tension, 
two or three major catastrophes 
would happen right before the 
dawn of December 21, in addition 
to the sky  turning dark grey on 
that day, how would you wager? 
Would you disbelieve my predic-
tion and risk a slow and painful 
death by drowning and eternal 
torment in some other realm? Or 
would you rather become a be-
liever and be subjected to mock-

ery?     
 
 If you are a convinced 
disbeliever, mainly because you 
cannot give much worth to my 
predictions and because the date 
given by me—December 
21st ,2009—is not worth much 
attention, let us wait and see if 
your thinking will change once 
we approach 2012. • 

 

  

 

sajins@alfredstate.edu 

Outdoor Recreation Club 
offers 

 

Downhill Ski/Snowboard Trip 
Holiday Valley Ski Center 

 

(trip #2 of 3) 

Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010 

Depart from ASC Huntington Admin Parking Lot: 12:33 p.m. 

(ski from 2 – 8:30 p.m.) 

Meet Holiday Valley Bus Parking Lot for Return Trip: 9:03 p.m. 

Sign-up:  

Monday, Jan. 25, 2010 
7 p.m. 

ORC Rental Room 

MacKenzie Complex 

 
 

(trip #3 of 3) 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 2010 
Depart from ASC Huntington Admin Bldg Parking Lot: 12:33 p.m. 

(ski from 2 - 8:30 p.m.) 

Meet Holiday Valley Bus Parking Lot for Return Trip: 9:03 p.m. 

Sign-up: 

Monday, Feb. 1, 2010 
7 p.m. 

ORC Rental Room 

MacKenzie Complex 
 

Cost: $30 lift ticket/free lesson 

$10 snowboard or ski rental 

(Transportation is included in the cost) 

Must bring cash (only) and College ID to sign-ups 

 
 

No Experience Necessary!! 

Questions, call Andy at 4329 

CAMPUS NEWS 
KELLOGG PUBLISHES ON HISTORICAL WEB SITE 

 Dr. Richard Kellogg, 
professor of psychology at Alfred 
State College, has authored an 
article currently featured on the 
Allegany County history Web 
site 
(www.alleganycountynylocalhist
ory.com). The article is titled 
“The Allegany County Roots of 
Clifford Goldsmith.” 

 The author notes that 
Goldsmith (1899-1971), play-
wright and script writer, created 
and wrote the radio comedy pro-
gram titled The Aldrich Family. 
This program, which was also 
adapted for 11 successful films, 
ran on radio from 1939 until 
1953. Later in his career, Gold-
smith wrote scripts for television 
shows such as The Flying Nun, 
Leave it to Beaver, The Donna 
Reed Show, The Patty Duke Show, 
and Dennis the Menace. 

 In the article, Kellogg 

discusses how Goldsmith, a na-
tive of East Aurora, was or-
phaned at age 10 and subse-
quently spent his teenage years 
living in Rushford with an aunt 
and uncle. He presents evidence 
that the character Henry Aldrich 
is the alter-ego of his creator and 
that many episodes of The Aldrich 
Family are based upon Gold-
smith‟s own experiences as a 
youth growing up in Allegany 
County. Goldsmith specialized in 
writing about the problems and 
crises frequently associated with 
the adolescent stage of human 
development. 

 Kellogg joined the Alfred 
State faculty in 1970 after com-
pleting graduate studies at Alfred 
University and the University of 
Rochester. He is the author of 
three books about legendary de-
tective Sherlock Holmes and a 
frequent contributor to profes-
sional journals in education and 
psychology. 

 Alfred State College stu-
dents enrolled in the baccalaure-
ate-level human services man-
agement program worked in 
teams with area non-profit or-
ganizations to develop prototype 
fundraising plans for each or-
ganization. Dr. Gary Lounsberry 
developed and taught Grants, 
Contracts, and Organizational 
Advancement, an inaugural 
course in the recently established 
human services management 
program. 

 The three area organiza-
tions which participated during 
the fall 2009 semester were the 
Allegany County Foundation for 
the Aging, the Hornell Concern 
for Youth, and the Whitesville 
Ambulance Corps. 

 In collaboration with the 
organizations‟ boards and ad-
ministration, student teams de-
veloped a comprehensive fund-
raising plan that included a di-
rect mail campaign, a signature 
charity event, and a grant pro-
posal. The team working with 
the Aging Foundation initiated a 
further collaboration with the 
ASC  Web  programming 

course taught by Assistant Pro-
fessor Evan Enke to develop a 
Web site for the Foundation. The 
human services students de-
signed the content and the com-
puter students designed the Web 
site and found a host for the site. 

 Each team presented its 
organization with a final package 
that included the complete plans 
and the prototype documents in 
printed and digital formats that 
the organizations can modify as 
they wish. 

 The Aging Foundation 
student team included Michelle 
Crawford, Wellsville; Kristina 
Cumberbatch, Alfred Station; 
Amber Greene, Belmont; Chris-
tina Kinnicutt, Wellsville; and 
Angiline Palmiter, Wellsville. 
The Hornell Concern for Youth 
team included Stacey Bennett, 
Arkport; Alicia Burger, Hornell; 
Joshua Hoffman, Hornell; and 
Barbara Smith, Almond.  The 
Whitesville Ambulance Corps 
team included Meghan Chace, 
Hornell; Deborah Howe, Whites-
ville; Maelynn Johnson, Roches-
ter; and Heather Schwan, Arcade. 

CAMPUS NEWS 
STUDENTS WORK WITH AREA NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 


