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Richard Kusaba (editor-in-chief) -- After 

protracted consultations with local law 

enforcement and college administrators, 

the Hot Dog Day planning committee, 

via  the  March  15th  student-announce, 

announced that the Annual Hot Dog Day 

Parade had been suspended that in the 

interest of public safety. 

 

The statement  read,  “Recent  concerns 

expressed as a result of growing numbers 

of vendors and the numbers of guests in 

attendance at Hot Dog Day, have caused 

the planning committee to reevaluate the 

appropriateness  of  the  HDD  parade. 

Over the past few years, the number of 

vendors applying to be a part of HDD 

here in Alfred has increased significant-

ly, as have the number of guests.  This 

has facilitated a robust increase in our 

donations to local charities, but also de-

creased the street clearance needed in 

order to have a safe and maintainable 

parade.  We are determined to continue 

supporting the true intent of HDD and 

we recognize and appreciate the drive 

and initiative of our student clubs and 

organizations.  The committee is open to 

further  suggestion  on  how HDD  can 

continue to evolve, but at this time, the 

parade is suspended.  Please send all 

feedback and suggestions to studentac-

tivities@alfredestate.edu.”  

 

Committee  member,  Spencer  Peavey 

commented, “I‟m not about telling the 

students „no.‟  I‟m all about saying this 

became a safety issue; we cannot pro-

ceed this way.” 

  

Alfred  Village  Police  Chief,  Tim 

O‟Grady, who met with the committee 

on March 3rd stated, “We have nothing 

to do with this parade.  If they want to 

have the parade, they are more than wel-

come to have the parade.  The village 

doesn‟t assume any liability; it‟s not a 

village function.” 

  

The village police department is respon-

sible for traffic flow around the celebra-

tion.  In past years, there has been a 

problem with the parade staging area 

spilling onto the only detour available.  
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Chief O‟Grady‟s main concern with the 

parade is that the staging area must re-

main contained so that diverted traffic 

has a place to go. 

  

Once the parade reaches the commercial 

district,  beginning at Saxon Ave.,  the 

route narrows precipitously as vendors 

set up shop against the curb in the street, 

and spectators jockey for space between 

the  booths  and  the  passing  vehicles, 

floats, and occasional fire trucks. 

  

About two years ago, a team of work 

horses, reared up, endangered bystand-

ers, and refused to go through this nar-

row gap.  They were eventually persuad-

ed to do so by a police cruiser. Other 

similar close calls have been reported. 

  

As late as last Monday, March 21, Mr. 

Peavey held out hope that this year‟s 

parade might yet be held if a workable 

backup plan could be implemented very 

quickly. 

  

Some immediate suggestions for a back-

up plan included:  Holding the parade 

on Friday, limiting the vendors to one 

side of the street, changing the route so 

that it no longer needs go through the 

narrowest part of the festival, or holding 

a walking parade. 

  

A one-million dollar liability policy, to 

cover 5000 people at a parade would 

cost about $2500, according to Richard-

son and Stout Insurance in Wellsville. 

  

At  the  campus-wide  student  senate 

meeting on Tuesday, March 22, Neil 

Benedict elevated the suspension to an 

outright  cancellation  and  noted  that 

there is not enough time to implement 

an adequately safe parade. 

  

Mr. Benedict and Mr. Peavey both hope 

that during the course of the next year 

more serviceable  suggestions will  be 

proffered and enough motivated indi-

viduals  will  step  forward  to  re-

implement the parade tradition. 
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If things have proceeded by default, then 

you are reading this editorial in an on-

line version hosted on an alfredstate.edu 

server.  But even now as I write this, late 

Sunday evening March 20, I don‟t 

whether or not this will be the case.   

What I can say, beyond any doubt, is that 

I believe every syllable of my last edito-

rial, “Unintended Consequences,” down 

to the very core of my being.  A person 

can have the best decision making talents 

in the universe, but if he‟s being handed 

faulty data, then no matter how good he 

is, he will make faulty decisions.  Gar-

bage in; garbage out.  It‟s that simple.  

This is why no one should ever have 

In  anticipation  of  maple  weekend, 

which is the last two weeks in March 

this year, my husband and I took a 

jaunt out to Sprague‟s Maple Farms 

Restaurant  in  Portville,  New York 

this weekend.  They are famous for 

their maple syrup. All of the locals 

rave about it. 

  

It‟s a bit of a drive from Alfred, but 

well worth it.  The ambiance of the 

restaurant and the scenic drive is a 

must  for  out-of-town  guests.   We 

went in the evening time and were 

greeted  at  the  end  of  the  snowy 

driveway by two draft horses (statues 

actually), pulling a wagon beautifully 

illuminated by the Sprague‟s sign. 

  

As we drove to our parking space 

and walked to the large double doors, 

there were snow covered pine trees, 

birdhouses,  and  evergreen  bushes 

trimmed to resemble animals.  We 

passed through the doors and looking 

past a railing we saw a large open 

room  where  shiny  stainless  steel 

equipment is stored for making ma-

ple syrup.  A video was running on a 

flat screen TV suspended from the 

ceiling, describing the manufacturing 

process.   There were blue ribbons 

displayed in a glass case along the 

back wall. 

  

We were greeted by a hostess, who 

then took us to our table.  We walked 

past a table of stuffed animals sitting 

at a well-dressed spread of desserts.  

There  are  various  country-themed 

animals throughout the wood-lined, 

open, great-room.   

  

By Richard Kusaba  Editor-In-Chief 

Their  menu  includes  breakfast  all 

day, as well as lunch and complete 

dinner meals. Although it was dinner-

time, my better half and I ordered 

their famous buckwheat-maple pan-

cakes with Sprague‟s own homemade 

maple  sausage.  There  were  many 

other maple items on the menu, such 

as maple butter.  My honey ordered 

the  buttermilk  pancakes,  thick  cut 

bacon, and eggs.  The hot food ar-

rived at our table promptly.  They 

had a variety of syrups but we chose 

their famous made-right-there maple 

syrup for our pancakes. 

  

The flavor of the food and maple 

syrup lived up to everything we had 

heard, and our meal came to just un-

der $20 for two people including cof-

fee.   As we paid, on our way out, we 

visited their gift shop which carries 

Sprague‟s maple items and pancake 

mixes. 

  

This year, maple weekend is March 

19 & 20 and March 26 & 27.  There 

is  even  a  website  dedicated  to  it, 

which  describes  the  manufacturing 

process of the maple syrup: http://

www.mapleweekend.com/   Many 

local  production  facilities  will  be 

giving free tours, and several places 

will offer pancake breakfasts.  The 

website lists the participating loca-

tions by county. 

  

I‟ve lived here for nine years now 

and didn‟t realize what a huge, state-

wide, event this is. I‟m excited to go 

check it out. Maybe I‟ll see you at 

one of the maple farms, and we can 

have pancakes together!  

  

 

By Tricia Jacobs 

even the possibility of tampering with 

the press. 

Due to illness, I have yet to meet with 

Neil Benedict on the subject.  But since 

he is recognized as the headmaster of 

student senate, he may have a large say 

in how this will play out.  It would be 

prudent to know where he stands.  In the 

absence of that word, things are moving 

on automatic. I don‟t like it; it means we 

may have to undo or re-do some work 

going forward.  Nonetheless, I can‟t 

proceed any further until I hear from 

him.   

To be continued…  

Richard Kusaba (editor in chief) -- Dur-

ing his report to the College-Wide Stu-

dent Senate meeting on Tuesday, March 

22, Neil Benedict,  Associate Vice Presi-

dent for Student Life, made a case for 

the upcoming referendum on the student 

activities fee. 

  

“This is a fee referendum year.  Every 

two years, students must vote on the 

viability of the activities fee.  It is a 

„yes‟ or „no.‟  It‟s not a „maybe.‟  It‟s 

not an „add fifty bucks.‟   It‟s not a 

„subtract fifty bucks.‟  It‟s a „yes‟ or 

„no.‟   We‟ve done probably close to 

eight of these referendums in my career, 

and we‟ve never been closer than a ten 

to one positive response from the stu-

dent body. 

  

“But you think about that.  No activities 

fee means no clubs, no organizations, no 

programs, no activities, no hall social 

fees, no nothin‟.  No nothin‟.  You‟re 

talkin‟ about go to class, go back to your 

residence hall, stare at the wall.  There 

won‟t  be money for  programming or 

residence halls; there won‟t be a com-

muter super-fund, and when your micro-

wave dies, it becomes a wonderful fish 

tank.  That‟s about it. 

  

“[…]  You need to go back to your or-

ganization  and  make  sure  that  every 

involved student on this campus is well 

aware that  when that  fee  referendum 

vote comes up, it is my hope that you 

will  vote „yes.‟   Because without  an 

activities  fee:  nothin‟,  zero,  nada.  

O.K?” 

  

As editor-in-chief of your student news-

paper, which is funded by that same fee, 

I heartily concur. 

  

(Note:  This day in history:  Neil and I 

are in agreement!) 

By Richard Kusaba  Editor-In-

Chief 
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Outdoor Recreation Club (ORC) 

White Water Rafting Trip to WVA 

 

Want to go white water rafting on the 

Cheat River in West Virginia?  And go 

caving the same weekend? 

Sign-ups will be Wednesday, March 30 

– only $20 for an ASC student – cost 

includes rafting, transportation, 

campground, everything!! 

 

A fun experience you‟ll never forget!! 

 

Trip date: April 8 – 10, 2011 

NOTICE 

 

In accordance with applicable SUNY 

and/or New York State regulations and 

policies, notice is hereby served that the 

following individual(s) have uncashed 

checks that have become stale: 

 

Molly Fitzpatrick, 8408 Carney Hollow 

Rd., Wayland, New York  14572 

 

Should you be one of the aforemen-

tioned individuals, then please contact 

the Student Records and Financial Ser-

vices Office, second floor Agricultural 

building (607-587-4253),  as soon as 

possible to claim your refund.  Un-

claimed checks will either be returned 

to the issuing Financial Aid Agency or 

turned over to the New Your State Of-

fice of Unclaimed Funds. 

Career Development Corner 

 

Spring Career Fairs: 

 

3/23/11 - Wellsville Campus – 11:30am – 

2:30pm -  SAC 

3/30/11 – Alfred Campus – 11:00am – 

2:00pm – Orvis Gym 

---------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

 

Info Sessions & Workshops: 

 

3/24/11 – Explore RochesterIT – Find out 

how to apply for a PAID internship at 3 of 

Rochester‟s top IT employers – 5:00pm - 

SET 215 (Pizza and snacks after) 

www.ExploreRochesterIT.com 

3/29/11 – How to Impress an Employer – 

Find out from the pros at Anheuser-Busch 

(who will also be at the Career Fair in 

Alfred) 4:00pm SET 215 

3/30/11 – Schlumberger Info Session – 

Learn about working at Schlumberger and 

sign up for an interview!  Following the 

Career Fair 3 – 5pm Orvis 110 

---------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------

- 

 

On-Campus Interviews: 

 

3/31/11 Schlumberger Interviews – sign 

up at the info session after the Career Fair 

3/31/11 Corning Inc. – sign up at the Ca-

reer Fair 

3/31/11 Anheuser-Busch – sign up at the 

Career Fair 

---------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------

-- 

 

Log in to JobLink for complete details.  

www.alfredstate.edu → career develop-

ment → JobLink 

Check out Facebook page for info too – 

look for Career Development – Alfred 

State College 

Honors Convocation April 10th at 

Orvis 

 

Congratulations to all those students 

who have worked so diligently and will 

now receive their awards at Honors Con-

vocation on Sunday, April 10, 2011 at 4 

p.m. 

 

This is just a reminder that you must be 

at the Orvis Activities Center by 3:30 

p.m. on that date.  If you are graduating 

in May, please wear your cap and gown 

for the ceremony.  For those students not 

wearing cap and gown, please dress ap-

propriately (no jeans, tee shirts, flip-

flops, etc.).  Committee members and 

ushers will direct you to your seat. 

 

Congratulations again, and we hope to 

see you at the Convocation. 

Black-Eyed Susan Acous-

tic Café presents… 
 

What: 
BETH ELY SLEBODA: Whimsically 

Eccentric Music and Poetry 

 

When: 

Saturday March 26, 2011 7:30 p.m. 

 

Also: 

Balladeer Jim Schwartz (and friends) 

open at 6:00 p.m. 

Café is open for meals from 11 am to 

11 pm on Saturdays 

 

Where: 

Black-Eyed Susan Acoustic Café 

22 West Main St., Angelica, NY 

 

How Much: 

No cover charge (guests are expected 

to contribute to the musicians‟ tip jar) 

 

Contact: 

Don and Karen Ash, Proprietors 

585-466-3399 

info@black-eyed-susan.com 


