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ASC ALUMNI SET A COURSE FOR 
CANISTEO STUDENT’S FUTURE 

BY KATHLEEN BAYUS 
COLLEGE PRESS RELEASE 

HAVE BREAKFAST WITH THE 
PRESIDENT 

Alfred State College alumni 
Robert J. Struble (1986) and Brett 
Bodine (1979) recently met with 
local student Bryce Davis, of Canis-
teo, and his parents David and Jodi, 
and talked about his interest in 
stock car racing. 
                Bryce was the lucky re-
cipient, last fall, when Struble and 
his wife Carrie (Cassidy), ’98, pre-
sented a race car, towing trailer, 
spare set of tires, and extra engine 
to Bryce during ceremonies held at 
the college.  Bryce, who showed 
potential for becoming an accom-
plished race car driver, started with 
motorcycles and moved to modified 
dirt cars, where he currently races at 
the local tracks.  Because Bryce 
shows such potential with his driv-
ing skills, Bob and Carrie, both with 
strong ties to this area, wanted to 
assist him with getting into the De-
velopmental Driving Program 
(DDP) in North Carolina. (This pro-
gram is not a NASCAR-affiliated 
program, but is the kind of program 
that can be used to identify young 
driving talent.)   However, in order 
to participate in this program, each 
individual must have his own race 
car and all the accompanying accou-
trements. In an effort to introduce 
Bryce to the race “shops” in North 
Carolina, the Strubles hosted Bryce 
and his family in North Carolina to 
introduce him to people in the in-
dustry and with racing’s DDP.   
                Last month, Bryce and his 
folks, along with Struble, visited 
with Bodine at the NASCAR Re-
search and Development Center in 

Concord, NC, where Bodine is the 
director of cost research. Bodine is a 
former NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
driver and team owner and a native 
of Chemung, NY. 
                Bodine gave them a tour of 
the facility and talked to Bryce about 
his future education plans.  Bodine 
put great emphasis not only on 
Bryce’s driving skills, but also on the 
need for a solid post-secondary edu-
cation which he strongly suggested 
Bryce earn at Alfred State Col-
lege.  He also suggested dual degrees 
in engineering along with studies in 
Alfred State’s motorsports program. 
                Bryce has decided for the 
time being to limit his racing to the 
Holland (NY) Speedway to become 
familiar with one track and have his 
car set to the standards of that 
track.                 
                Should Bryce perform well 
this season, he will have the opportu-
nity to advance to the next level of 
racing.  At that point, his current 
late-model car would be donated to 
Alfred State College’s motorsports 
program by the Strubles. 
                Bodine said that “Bryce is a 
very fortunate young man to have 
the support and the sponsorship of 
family and friends such as the Stru-
bles.” Bodine went on to say that 
“becoming a race car driver takes a 
total commitment, desire, and a lot 
of sacrifice.” 
                The Davises are planning 
several local events which friends 
and family can attend to give their 
best wishes to Bryce and his racing 
dream.• 

 Alfred State College’s new 
president, Dr. John M. Anderson, 
began his duties in a pleasant way 
with two “Have Breakfast with the 
President” receptions for students 
on both the Alfred and Wellsville 
campuses.  Students were treated to 
pastries and beverages as well as “I 

had breakfast with the President” 
buttons while they chatted with the 
college’s new chief executive offi-
cer.  Pictured here, Anderson, left, 
chats with Mike Chase, Canisteo, a 
surveying technology major, at the 
college’s new Student Gathering 
Space located in the Central Dining 
Hall on the Alfred campus.• 

GREEK SENATE 

Congratulations to all newly in-
ducted Greek brothers and sisters!!! 
You worked hard to accomplish a 
personal goal, and you are looked 
upon as truly strong individuals. 

You will come to learn many things 
about your organizations, take each 

experience in stride and become 
better people for it. Learn every-
thing you can about the people 
within your group, they can be 

your best friends and your biggest 

supporters. Lastly, give back to your 
community show them that you are 
doing positive things for the people 
around you try to be available and 
open to them; you are sure to hear 

only good things back! 
 
 

To Gamma Theta Gamma and Pi 
Nu Epsilon: 

Good luck in your pledging period, 
we hope nothing but the best! • 
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BY BRADLEY PARKS 
STUDENT 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

WEATHER HAZARD 

The administration of Al-
fred State College needs to work on 
clearing sidewalks of ice and snow. 
Since I have been on campus, stu-
dents have told me that they almost 
fall down on there way to class. My 
girlfriend, Alisha was on her way to 
class and almost fell down the icy 
stairs. Also, the railing was covered 
in ice so she had nothing to grab on 
to. My friend, Matt was walking 
from CDH up to Mackenzie East and 

there was so much snow on the 
sidewalk he said that “I slid into the 
road, and I was lucky that there 
were no cars coming, or I would 
have gotten hit.” Also, a student in 
my class was telling me that she 
hates walking around campus in 
the winter because she thinks that 
one of these days she will fall down 
the stairs due to the amount of 
snow on them. Alfred State College 
should invest more time in clearing 
the sidewalks to create a safer envi-
ronment for students. • 

GRANT ISSUED FOR ORGANIC AND 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 

               Alfred State College re-
cently received a $29,320 grant to 
organize a system for local farmers 
to supply Alfred State College’s din-
ing services with fresh produce.  To 
accomplish this, the Center for Or-
ganic and Sustainable Agriculture 
(COSA) will provide support and 
educational benefits for local farm-
ers.  The grant was written by Dr. 
Robert Curry, assistant professor, 
ASC English and Humanities De-
partment, with co-author Dr. Mat-
thew Harbur, assistant professor, 
ASC Agriculture and Horticulture 
Department.  The grant was issued 
by the NYS Department of Agricul-
ture and Markets.   
Harbur, who also serves as program 
director of COSA, has been working 
with Curry and Curry’s wife, Staci 
Curry, manager of Angelica’s 
Farmer’s Market in Angelica, NY.   
                COSA will research all 
aspects of the project to create a 
model for local food networks that 
can be duplicated at other SUNY 
campuses across the state.  This pro-
ject helps solve the training needs of 
local farmers through a partnership 
with farmers that gives them the 
technical, agricultural, and market-
ing training they need while provid-
ing a committed market for produce 
and the development of a summer 
marketing plan. 
                Alfred State faculty see 
this project as an opportunity to 
model to the students and the region 
a more sustainable food system.      
Because Alfred State College is lo-
cated in one of the poorest counties 
in the state, the implementation of 
this initiative is seen as an opportu-
nity to revitalize the local economy, 
support a resurgence of local small-
scale agriculture, and educate the 
students, faculty, and staff, and the 
local population about the benefits of 
sustainable food systems.   
                The training program will 
be advertised to growers within a 50
-mile radius of campus.  Sixteen 
growers will be recruited to partici-
pate in the program.  Farmers’ ex-
periences have the potential to also 
be integrated with the expert knowl-
edge at workshops on weed manage-
ment, soil health, season extension, 
plasticulture, institutional food 
preparation, and business planning.    
Farmers can negotiate business con-
tracts with dining services and they 
will plant their first crops in June 

2008.  Crops grown can be mar-
keted to the Alfred State dining 
services (Auxiliary Campus Enter-
prises and Services, Inc.) August-
December 2008.  Farmers can even 
have the opportunity to install sea-
son-extension technology (low tun-
nels, high tunnels, or greenhouses) 
to protect mature plants until har-
vest and start new growth for 
spring. 
                The attractiveness of 
local vegetable production is that 
market premiums can allow begin-
ning farmers to succeed with 
smaller capital investments (e.g., 
$10,000-$20,000) in land, equip-
ment, and buildings. 
                The campus has launched 
its own vegetable production to 
better understand growers’ needs 
and train students.  Dining service 
and culinary department faculty 
and staff are committed to the suc-
cess of the growers and the pur-
chase of local foods. 
                Curry and his wife are 
planning to sell their locally grown 
produce to Alfred State’s Dining 
Services as one of the many benefits 
of the grant.  Karen Canne, director 
of dining services at Alfred State, 
has been working with them and 
Harbur to prepare and plan for the 
new and healthy exchange.   
Canne said, “It is the dining ser-
vices and my  responsibility to pur-
chase the products grown and make 
them into edible, delicious, and at-
tractive dishes, such as soups, en-
trees, salads, etc.  I much prefer 
purchasing my produce locally.” 
                Curry adds, “Buying fresh 
and local produce is the same as 
turning the lights off when you 
leave a room, or buying a fuel-
efficient automobile.  It is my job to 
oversee this project to assure all the 
benefits for the college and the 
farmer’s market.”   
                “Karen Canne, the dining 
services, and Robert and Staci 
Curry have been great to work 
with and very proactive,” said Har-
bur.  “Subcontracting with the An-
gelica’s Farmers’ Market and com-
municating with a network of farm-
ers has all been possible thanks to 
this grant,” he adds.   
An agri-forestry workshop is 
planned in the near future at Alfred 
State to investigate open doors to 
income opportunities from the col-
lege’s wood lots.  • 
 


