
       INSIDE THIS ISSUE... 
PAGE 2 
 The Editor 
 ASC.Edu 
 Staff Openings 
 

PAGE 3 
 Trip To Italy Article 

PAGES 4-5 
 Italy Images 
 

PAGE 6 
 Campus Events Calendar 
 WETD Spotlight 
 WINS 

PAGE 7 
 Sodoku 

 Greek Gossip 
 

PAGE 8  
 College Press Releases 
 
 

 

SUBMISSIONS 
 are due January 21st 

for the  
January 29th 

Issue. 
torecho@alfredstate.edu 

 

The Student Newspaper Of Alfred State College   ▪   Wednesday, January 17th, 2007   ▪   Spring Issue I 

BY ALEX NOWAK 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

 JOIN THE ECHO 
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Orvis Lounge 

See ITALY Page 3 

TRIP TO ITALIA 

 JOIN THE YEARBOOK 
 

Our first meeting is: 
Tuesday, January 23rd 

4:00 
Orvis Lounge 

 From December 29th to Janu-
ary 6th, 47 Alfred State students and 
faculty traveled to Italy to immerse 
themselves in the country’s great archi-
tecture and culture. After an exhaust-
ing and interesting 11 hour layover in 
Frankfurt Germany, the travelers went 
on to experience the great cities of 
Venice, Florence, Assisi and Rome. 
What follows is a day by day review of 
what was experienced during the trip. 
 

THE DAY OF TRAVEL 
 
 The whole group took off 
from Rochester on an 8:00 am flight to 
Chicago’s O’Hare airport. After a two 
hour layover there, we went on an 8 
hour transatlantic flight to Frankfurt 
Germany. Once we set foot in the 
airport, we were deeply disappointed 
that we would be spending 11 hours in 
what was a construction site. Exposed 
ceilings and drywall surrounded us, but 
once we went through customs, we set 
foot in a nicer part of the terminal. The 
remainder of the day was spent playing 
cards, reading very interesting German 
newspapers and drinking warm Ger-
man beer. 11 hours later, we went on 
an hour flight to Milan where we then 
picked up our luggage, met our tour 

leader Raf Sheikh and went on a bus 
ride to Venice. 
 

VENICE 
 
 We arrived to our hotel, 
which was located about 15 minutes 
outside of the city, at round 9:00 pm, 
Italy time. After getting into our 
rooms, we enjoyed our first Italian 
dinner which consisted of an interest-
ing combination of spaghetti, eggs and 
bacon and our first taste of Italian 
wine. 
 The next morning, we set off 
to Venice via a water ferry. Once we 
got close to the city, it became very 
evident how amazing and beautiful the 
city would be. We all got some good 
pictures of the cityscape as we landed 
by St. Mark’s Square which is the main 
public square in Venice. 
 We then took a quick guided 
tour of the main points of the city and 
went off on our own to explore the 
city. We first went to a glass factory 
and saw an interesting demonstration 
on how they create some glass pieces. 
Following the demonstration, my 
group visited the Doge’s Palace, which 
at one time housed several government 
offices and was the meeting place for 
the local legislature. 
  Following that we went next 
door to view the magnificent St. 

Mark’s Church which is known for its 
gilded mosaics, grand decorations and 
we soon figured out how it got its nick-
name as the “church of gold”. 
 We then had a delicious lunch 
in a cafeteria style restaurant and 
walked around the city until we came 
to the famous Rialto Bridge. The Rialto 
connects the two sides of the city over 
the Grand Canal and one of its greatest 
features are the many shops that sit on 
its main deck. 
 After a few more hours ex-

ploring the city, we left the city for 
dinner at another nice restaurant for 
what else; spaghetti and pork. We then 
went back to our hotel to wash up and 
returned to the city to celebrate New 
Year’s in St. Mark’s Square. 
 Celebrating New Year’s in 
Venice with thousands of drunken 
Europeans will be one of the most un-
forgettable events of my life. When 
midnight came, the church bells of the 
city rang and a 15 minute firework 

SCENE FROM THE RIALTO BRIDGE IN VENICE  
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THE EDITOR 

ASC.EDU  
BY MIKE DEVILLE 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

VIEWPOINTS 

Student participation in any way is greatly appreciated. This is your paper, your 
Activities Fees fund the paper and it is a great way to show off your ideas and tal-

ents. Articles, pictures or any other submissions are accepted by anyone during the 
school semester. The following are more specialized staff positions that are current 

vacant. If you are interested or have any questions, send an email to  
torecho@alredstate.edu. 

 
The Sports Editor: The Sports editor shall oversee sections of the newspaper 
which pertain to sports and athletics of the campus and community. Duties and 
responsibilities are outlined in the By-Laws of The Tor Echo. 
 
The Chief Photographer: The Chief Photographer shall oversee all photos 
and photo selections in the newspaper. Duties and responsibilities are outlined 
in the By-Laws of The Tor Echo. 
 
The Public Relations Manager: The Public Relations Manager shall be 
responsible for promoting the interests and purpose of The Tor Echo, soliciting 
new Staff membership and Tor Echo sponsored events. Duties and responsibili-
ties are outlined in the By-Laws of The Tor Echo. 
 
The Circulation Manager: The Circulation Manager shall oversee the on 
and off-campus circulation of the paper. Duties and responsibilities are outlined 
in the By-Laws of The Tor Echo. 
 
Cartoonist: If you like to draw and you have sense of humor or want to use 
your skill to discuss campus events or world events, this position is for you. • 

TOR ECHO STAFF OPENINGS 

 Welcome back everyone! I 
hope everyone had an exciting and 
relaxing break. As you can see 
throughout this issue, I was afforded 
the opportunity to travel to Italy with 
46 other Alfred State students and fac-
ulty. I can not say how amazing it was 
to explore a few of the many great 
cities of Italy and to immerse myself in 

its great culture. I hope you enjoy the 
article I wrote as well as the various 
images and I also hope you will take 
advantage of the opportunity to travel 
abroad. 
 Last semester was a great 
period for this paper. We had a won-
derful and hard working staff and 
brought many new features to light 
that many of you seem to love. As 
stated in my first editorial in the first 
issue, my chief goal was to use this 

publication to better connect the col-
lege community. Several club and or-
ganization leaders answered to my goal 
and we were able to introduce the 
“Ergo Corner”, “Greek Gossip”, “Student 
Senate Corner”, and “The Apple Tree” sec-
tions. 
  To continue the great success 
we had last year with the paper, we 
need more student involvement in the 
paper. Please look at our open posi-
tions on this page, and if anything 

catches your eye, drop us a line at tore-
cho@alfredstate.edu. Student involve-
ment in the paper is greatly appreciated 
and you do not need to attend any of 
our meetings to submit content to the 
paper. 
 I appreciate all of the com-
ments I have received so far and I am 
confident the staff and I will continue 
to bring you a great publication. • 

Break was just a little weird for me.  
When I left Camp Alfred, I was single 
and happy about it. Now I’m back, I’ve 
got a ‘girlfriend,’ and I don’t even like 
her.  And that damn Hornell Wal-Mart 
is the only one I can blame!  Just when 
you think you’ve got a little control 
over your own life, up ahead there’s a 
sign that says, “You’re entering The 
Twilight Zone.” 
Till about two weeks ago, my old 
roommate Piso Mojado and his girl 
friend Hiyoko were really tight.  He 
loved her, and she loved his employee 
discount at Wal-Mart.  It was a hookup 
made in heaven, if heaven is where 
hookups are made. 
But here’s where it all gets too weird.  
Wal-Mart put Piso on double shifts for 
the Christmas rush. He was never 
around, so Hiyoko started hanging out 
with me in our room every night.  I’ll 
be honest:  Hiyoko is definitely crazy, 
but she’s not stupid.  She saw a couple 
of pictures of my Uncle Coupe Deville 
and me on his yacht when I was 
younger.  It took her about two days to 
put a few things together about me. 1) 
My Uncle Coupe was rich, really rich. 
2) Coupe never had any kids. 3) I was 
Coupe’s favorite nephew. 4) Uncle 
Coupe died about three years ago. 5) I 
drive a new black Lexus. 6) One of the 
new townhouses, the really fancy one, 
will be named Deville House. 
So on the second night of hanging out 
with me, Hiyoko had it all figured out: 
Mike Deville, struggling Business Ma-
jor at Camp Alfred, is also Mr. Michael 
Deville, the man who Coupe Deville 
left ALL of his money to when he died. 
Fast forward a couple of days. Hiyoko 
told Piso he could take his Wal-Mart 
employee discount and hit the road.  
Piso took it hard and asked to be trans-
ferred to the farthest Wal-Mart from 
Hornell.  The next day they transferred 
him to the Big Flats store and pro-
moted him to Assistant to the Assistant 
Manager of Plastic Chinese Stuff. 
And here I am now, living with Hi-
yoko, a girl I hardly know.  I don’t 

know her major, or where she’s from, 
or anything about her.  I don’t even 
think she’s from Western New York.  
She hates CDH food, she eats a lot of 
rice, and she listens to music I’ve never 
heard before.  I will admit she’s kind of 
hot, in a different way, but half the 
time I can’t even understand what she’s 
saying. Oh yeah, one more strange 
thing:  ALL of her friends have first 
names that end in ‘O’ and NONE of 
them have middle names.  But hey, 
that’s not a federal crime yet, unless 
George the Second signed some new 
anti-terrorist laws over break! 
At least Hiyoko is easy to keep happy. I 
gave her a ‘no limit’ American Express 
credit card and the keys to my Lexus 
and pointed her toward Rochester.  I 
haven’t seen her in days.  She called a 
couple of nights ago, but there was 
some loud music wherever she was, so 
I couldn’t hear most of what she was 
saying.  I’m cool with that. She’s hav-
ing fun and I’m having some quality 
time with myself.  As Uncle Coupe 
used to say, “Stay cool. It’s only 
money.” 
So it’s a whole damn new semester, 
ladies and gentlemen of Camp Alfred.  
All those ‘amateurs’ who got all F’s 
and got dismissed are enrolling at 
SCCC (Second Chance Community 
College) back home now and looking 
for McJobs in the exciting fast food 
industry.  And you’re HERE, ready to 
rock and roll with your new schedule.  
Maybe you even changed majors.  Hey, 
been there, done that, three or four 
times.  Just remember, you add one 
more semester to your time at Camp 
Alfred every time you change majors.  
Don’t say I didn’t warn you. 
Hey, is that the smell of some really 
fine steak being tossed on the grill over 
at CDH? No, it’s the smell of ham-
burger helper and noodles being served 
on a green Melamine plate, but I’ll take 
it!  It’s great to be back at Camp Al-
fred!  If you see Hiyoko, tell her to 
park the Lexus in my reserved spot in 
front of the dorm and join me for din-
ner at CDH. I might even be starting to 
like that girl a little.  This could be a 
good semester, if you know what I 
mean.  And I think you do.  • 

BY ALEX NOWAK 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 
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ITALY  

show began. The soundtrack to the 
show started with a fitting Italian opera 
and then went on to feature Lizza Min-
nelli’s “New York, New York” and Celine 
Deon’s “My Heart Will Go On”. 
 

FLORENCE 
 
 After getting up very early 
considering the previous night’s events 
we traveled to the city of Florence 
which is located in Tuscany region of 
Italy. The city is considered the birth-
place of the Italian Renaissance and was 
once ruled by the Medici family. 
 After checking into our hotel, 
which was great because it was right in 
the middle of the city, we went on 
guided tour to see some of the city’s 
main points of interest including the 
Duomo, which includes a magnificent 
dome designed by Filippo Brunelleschi 
and a mosaic floor. We also walked 
around various parts of the city includ-
ing the Piazza della Signoria which 
houses several of the city’s famous 
sculptures including the “duplicate 
David”, the “Fountain of Neptune” and 
Bandinelli’s “Hercules and Cacus” stat-
ues. 
 After exploring the city on 
our own and discovering the great 
knock-off Armani sunglasses and Gucci 
handbags (which were only 15 euros) 
the city has to offer we headed to din-
ner and then we walked around the 
city immersing ourselves in its great 
nightlife and enjoyed some very good, 
but eight euro, cones of ice cream or 
“gelato”. 
 The next morning, following 
a leather demonstration, my group 
headed off to climb the 400 plus steps 
of the Campanile bell tower where we 
got some great pictures of the city and 
its surrounding countryside. After the 
climb down we went off to see the 
original Michelangelo’s “David” located 
in the Academia di Belle Arti along 
with some of Michelangelo’s unfinished 
works. 
 For lunch, my group set off 
to the market where we bought some 
fruit and haggled the sellers for cheap 
sunglasses and purses which was a in-
teresting experience. 
 Then it was off to the Uffizi, 
which is one of the greatest art galleries 
in the world. Notable paintings housed 
here include Botticelli’s “Birth of Ve-
nus”, and Michelangelo’s “The Annun-
ciation”. The most remarkable exhibit 
in the gallery was a giant collection of 
Leonardo di Vinci’s original manu-
scripts, notes and drawings as well as 
demonstrations of some of his inven-
tions. Following dinner we went up to 
the Piazza di Michelangelo which over-
looks the city and got a great view of 
the city at night. 
 

ASSISI 
 
 We left Florence early in the 
morning and took a bus ride through 
the Tuscan mountains to the town of 
Assisi. The town is the birthplace of St. 
Francis who founded the Franciscan 
religious order and the great basilica 
dedicated to him still stands to this day 
and is the main draw to the small 
town. 
 The Basilica of San Francessco 
d’Assisi was built between 1228 and 

1253 and features very ornate Roman-
esque and Gothic artwork. The com-
plex consists of the tomb of the saint as 
well as a lower church which includes 
frescos by Cimabue and Giotto and an 
upper church which has even more 
frescos depicting scenes in the life of 
St. Francis. The rest of the town was 
interesting to walk through, basically 
because it was built on the mountain-
side and included some nice restaurants 
and shops along its narrow winding 
streets. 
 M y  g r o u p  m e a n d e r e d 
through the town up to the Rocca 
Maggiore fortress which overlooks the 
town on the mountainside. This al-
lowed us great views of the town and 
its surrounding countryside and then 
we left the ciy for the ride to Rome. 
 

ROME 
 
 We left Assisi and drove 
through the mountainside to a restau-
rant where we had some Spaghetti and 
Meatballs and some dessert bread 
which we encountered at almost all of 
the meals on the trip. We then checked 
into our hotel and got ready for an 
early start the next morning. 
 We arose at around 5:30 and 
had breakfast at a Chinese restaurant 
which was a first for many of us in the 
group. We drove into the city and 
went straight to the Vatican. The Vati-
can is the world’s smallest sovereign 
nation and is they seat of the Roman 
Catholic Church. We entered the Vati-
can Museum which is home to many 
artifacts dating back through the ages of 
the Church’s conquest through the 
world. We then entered the Sistine 
Chapel which features the legendary 
ceiling by Michelangelo, as well as 
other frescos on the walls by other 
famous artists depicting various reli-
gious themes. 
 The group then entered the 
largest Church in the world, St. Peter’s 
Basilica. The building is a large optical 
illusion because everything seems out 
of scale because of its enormous size. 
The building features over 100 tombs 
of various religious figures, frescos by 
several famous artists including a dome 
designed by Michelangelo, and a can-
opy covered altar used solely by the 
Pope. 
 After exiting the out of this 
world basilica, the group was allowed 
to meander around the Vatican for a 
hour. I and three other students went 
to grab some lunch and on our way 
back we went to St. Peter’s Square, a 
central public space in the city. We 
were walking around taking pictures 
when we noticed a helicopter in the 
sky and a large police force setting up 
barricades. We stayed waiting for what 
was about to occur, and to our sur-
prise, we witnessed the Papal Motor-
cade and saw Pope Benedict XVI him-
self. 
 The rest of the day was spent 
seeing the main points of interest in 
Rome. First we went to awe inspiring 
Colosseum, then to the Roman Forum 
which included several older ruins of 
buildings and structures dating back to 
the original Roman Empire and was at 
one time the central market and official 
offices of the city. The next stop was 
the Pantheon, known for its giant 

dome and oculus and more importantly 
as the favorite building of Alfred State 
professor and trip organizer Jeff Johns-
ton. 
 We then walked through the 
city and found the Trevi Fountain 
where it is a custom to throw three 
coins over your left shoulder and then 
walked to the Spanish Steps and then to 
the American embassy of Rock n’ Roll; 
also known as the Hard Rock Café. 
 Our last day in Italy was a 
little more relaxed. We started the day 
off by walking to the Baths of Caracalla 
which are an extensive complex of 
public baths used in the Roman Empire 
and also show a great example of Ro-
man ingenuity and technical skills. 
After a walk by the Tiber River and 

more shopping we had our last dinner 
in Italy and went back to our hotel. 
 The flight back took was 
straight to New York City and then to 
Rochester. The trip in my view, was 
simply amazing and will stand as one of 
the most memorable events in my life. 
I would like to thank Jeff Johnston for 
organizing the trip as well as Architec-
ture professors Michael Chisamore, 
Bill Dean, Paul Holmquist, Terry 
Palmiter and David Synder for putting 
up with us during the trip and for al-
lowing us to have a good time. I urge 
the campus community to travel 
abroad if given the chance and espe-
cially to take advantage of college 
planned trips including a possible ex-
cursion to Greece next year. • 

NEW YEAR'S IN VENICE 

THE GROUP IN FRONT OF THE COLOSSEUM 

PROFESSOR JEFF JOHNSTON GETTING A SURPRISE 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 
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ITALIA 

ST. MARK'S SQUARE IN VENICE 

FLORENCE 

RILATO BRIDGE IN VENICE 

WATER TAXIS ARE THE MAIN MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO AND 
FROM VENICE 

PONTE VECCHIO IN FLORENCE 

VIEW OF VENICE THROUGH THE FOG 

VIEW OF THE ARNO RIVER IN FLORENCE 

MARKET IN FLORENCE 
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ITALIA 

ROCCA MAGGIORE FORTRESS IN ASSISI 

ST. PETER'S BASILICA THE FORUM IN ROME WITH THE WAR MEMORIAL IN THE BACKGROUND 

RUINS IN THE FORUM 

BASILICA OF SAN FRANCESCO D'ASSISI 

BATHS OF CARACALLA IN ROME 

THE COLOSSEUM 

THE CITY OF ASSISI 
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ALEX NOWAK, COORDINATOR 

CAMPUS EVENTS 

Friday, January 19th 
 
IC Welcome Back Party 
7-10 pm 
Pioneer Lounge 
 
Dance For Your Rent 
8 pm 
Orvis Gym 
 

Saturday, January 20th 
 
APB Picture Show 
8-10 pm 
Pioneer Lounge 
 
IC Open Gym 
8 pm-2 am 
Orvis Gym 
 
Meet the Greeks Casino Night 
10pm- 2am 
Pioneer Lounge 

CAMPUS LIFE 

Visit http://events.alfredstate.edu/BrowseEvents.aspx for extended event 
listings and up to date information. 

Wednesday, January 24th 
 
Game Show 
8-10 pm 
Pioneer Lounge 

 
Friday, January 26th 

 
APB Picture Show 
8-10:30 pm 
Pioneer Lounge 
 

Saturday, January 27th 
 
IC Lock In 
10 pm- 6 am 
Orvis Gym 
 

  WETD  

THE BEARD AND THE BODY 
TUESDAYS 9-11PM 

DJ SPOTLIGHT 

 The Beard and The Body, the 
kings of classic rock, are two beginning 
DJ’s at WETD the Leap. Although 
their age does not show it, their musi-
cal repertoire would date back fifty 
years. These two have known each 
other for the better part of 15 years. 
 The Beard, (a.k.a. Nick Mid-
daugh) is currently a sophomore in the 
Engineering Science program here at 
Alfred State. He originally is from Bel-
mont, NY and graduated as the valedic-
torian of Genesee Valley High School 
in 2005. He is also the current reigning 
champion of the Alfred State intramu-
ral tennis championship. The Beard 
gets his name from his beard he 
sported since birth, but just now grow-
ing back after trimming it this past 
summer. The Beard’s favorite band is 
Led Zeppelin. 
 The Body, (a.k.a. Matt Hand) 

is also a sophomore in the Math and 
Science program at Alfred State. He is 
one of the Music Directors at the sta-
tion keeping the collection up to date.  
So taken with radio, he is transferring 
at end of this academic year to SUNY 
Oswego to study broadcasting.  He is a 
member of the Pioneer’s track and 
field team and competes in all throwing 
events.  He graduated fourth overall in 
his class with the Beard. He currently is 
a volunteer with the Belmont Fire De-
partment. The Body got his name from 
gym class in high school during a dodge 
ball game. His favorite band is Aeros-
mith. 
 The Beard and the Body are 
on air Tuesday nights from 9-11pm. If 
you want to hear great music, good 
humor and some Name that Tune ac-
tion, tune into the Beard and the Body. 
• 

WINS 

WINS Club (Women in Non-traditional 
Studies) raised money through pop can 
and bottle returns as well as collecting 
donations in coin banks placed in desig-
nated areas.  The money bought presents 
for an area family who recently experi-
enced a fire in which everything was 
lost.  The family is sponsored by Steuben 
Rural Ministries.  Advisor, Professor Joy 
Carlson, RA, AIA, took the photo. 
The most amazing thing is that the raised 

money didn't buy that much (new clothes 
and necessities and a few toys) so the 
Alfred State College community and the 
Immaculate Conception School in Wells-
ville have donated blankets, sheets, 
household items, clothes and toys to help 
this family get back on their feet...the 
advisor's living room is filled with this 
generosity and was delivered on Dec. 19 
in the true spirit of Christmas!  • 

INTERMURALS 
Signups:  January 18  4-6 pm 

5 on 5 basketballs, Floor hockey, Volleyball • 

MEMBERS OF THE WINS CLUB AND DONATIONS 



 

TE TORECHO@ALFREDSTATE.EDU NOVEMBER 13TH, 2006 7 

NYSMAC CONTEST  

ADVERTISE HERE 
cheaper  than you think 

 torecho@alfredstate.edu 
 

Students, Faculty, Staff 

SUDOKU 
PUZZLE SUPPLIED BY: WWW.SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: MEDIUM 

SOULUTION TO PUZZLE WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

GREEK GOSSIP 
BY CRAIG GOERGEN 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Hello, 
 In this fifth issue of Greek 
Gossip, we will take a look at Delta 
Lambda Rho sorority.  Delta Lambda 
Rho is the other recognized sorority on 
campus.  Delta Lambda Rho’s colors 
are purple and white 
Delta Lambda Rho sorority Incorpo-
rated was founded on December 5, 
1997 at Alfred State College, located in 
Alfred, New York with the assistance 
of Ms. Kesha Drakeford and nine inno-
vative women with an array of differ-
ent backgrounds and personalities.  
These women include: Yamiley 

“Sunshine” Saintvil, Chanelle “Mighty 
Mouth” Savage, Latina “Lullaby” Burns, 
Tameka “High Voltage” Jackson, 
Nicole “Quiet Storm” Fabor, Rita 
“Smiley” Aigbojie, Luva “Trouble” Wil-
son, Michelle “No Jive” Moore and 
Kendra “Softee” Cameron.  These 
Founders believed that there was an 
evident need for a sorority on campus, 
which would no only adhere to Afri-
can-American women, but would ad-
here to all women of multicultural 
descent.  They wanted to organization 
with a strong supporting network that 
would create a sisterhood with a 
unique bond and eliminate conflicts 
between young women on campus. • 
  

 

Wash, Fold and Dry Service 
 

Located in the Whistle Stop Plaza on Loder street in Hor-
nell 

52 washers, 36 dryers! 
Clean, safe & comfortable 

 
Free coffee & free wireless internet, 

on your laptop or our desktop. 
 

Mega Touch Gold game machine & TVs 
Mere steps from Subway & Pizza Hut! 

 
Call: 324-2278 

ALFRED STATE’S MATH COMPETITION TEAM MEMBERS  
(L TO R) MATTHEW KINNE, JAKE STROMECKI, KEVIN CLARK, AND KYLER 
STAR MET IN THE MATHLAB (SDC 102) TO DISCUSS THE RECENT NYS-
MATYC CONTEST QUESTIONS.  KYLER’S INDIVIDUAL STANDING WAS 
20TH OF THE 721 PARTICIPANTS AND ALFRED’S TEAM RANKING WAS 

15TH FOR NEW YORK STATE’S 25 PARTICIPATING COLLEGES.  MISSING 
FROM PHOTO IS THE 5TH TEAM MEMBER NICK MIDDAUGH.  STUDENTS 

ARE ENCOURAGED TO WATCH FOR THE SPRING PORTION OF THE CON-
TEST COMING IN EARLY MARCH.  (PHOTO BY ELAINE NYE, NYSMATYC 

CONTEST COORDINATOR) 

UPDATING INFO  
 Students must update their 
personal/demographic information 
electronically via Banner Web prior to 
11:00 a.m. on census date, Friday, 
February 2, 2007. Only inaccurate 
information should be updated.  If 
the information reflected in your 
Personal Information on Banner 
Web is correct, you need not submit 
updates.  Students can access and up-
date their mailing address, telephone 
number, emergency contact informa-
tion and marital status by selecting the 
Personal Information Menu after log-

ging in to the Secure Area of Banner 
Web for Students. Changes can also be 
submitted in writing or via the form 
available under the online forms link 
on the Records and Enrollment Ser-
v i c e s  w e b  p a g e s  a t 
www.alfredstate.edu.  Students wish-
ing to change their name, or correct 
their social security number, must 
present legal documentation to the 
Office of Enrollment Services.  Please 
make sure that all information is cor-
rect by 11:00 a.m. on Friday, February 
2, 2007.  • 

REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS 
 Did you know that you can 
request your transcript or enrollment 
verification on BannerWeb for Stu-
dents?  Go to the Alfred State College 
web pages and click on BannerWeb 
(under Online Services) in the lower 
right hand corner.  Once you sign in to 
the secure area, go to Student Services 
and Financial Aid and click on Student 
Records.  Then depending on what you 
are requesting, you should click on 
either “Request Printed Official Tran-
script” or “Request Enrollment Verifi-
cation” and follow the direc-
tions.  Once you have made your re-
quest, the transcript or verification will 

automatically be sent to the Office of 
Enrollment Services the following 
morning where it will be checked for 
accuracy, sealed, and sent to the ad-
dress you specified.  And finally, it’s 
important to remember that if you 
have any holds with the college, they 
will prevent you from having a tran-
script sent.  You will have to take care 
of those holds before you can send a 
transcript request.  If you have ques-
tions regarding these procedures, 
please call our office at 4796 and we 
will be happy to assist you. There is no 
fee for these services.  • 
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MISS US? 
Is there a place on or off campus that you think 

the Tor Echo should deliver to? Let us know 
and we’ll hook you up. 

 
 

 Alfred State College Interim 
President Dr. John B. Clark kicked off 
the spring semester at the college by 
noting the accomplishments of the 
previous term.  
 Clark congratulated the cam-
pus community on its renewed sense of 
the college mission as well as the posi-
tive tone permeating the campus.  Ad-
ditionally, he noted a renewed focus on 
shared government evidenced by the 
newly created Round Table, a group 
comprised of representatives from 
across campus disciplines; the forma-
tion of a budget review committee; 
and the thoughtful feedback provided 
by campus constituents to the admini-
stration re: the college’s Memorandum 
of Understanding with SUNY (State 
University of New York), the college’s 

game plan for the next five years.  
 Other highlights of the fall 
semester included the establishment of 
the Center for Organic and Sustainable 
Agriculture, thanks to the $4.9 million 
state appropriation garnered for us by 
NYS Sen. Catharine Young (R-Olean); 
the addition of new academic pro-
grams:  heavy equipment operations 
AOS degree program, auto parts tech-
nology (the first AAS degree to be of-
fered on the Wellsville campus),  and 
the technology management bachelor’s 
degree program, as well as the list of 
proposed programs in various stages of 
the approval process with SUNY and 
the State Ed Department. 
 Clark also updated the staff 
and returning faculty on the status of 
the presidential search:  faculty/staff 
representatives have been voted on by 
their colleagues to serve on the search 
committee and a special meeting of the 
Alfred State College Council will de-
termine which members of that body 
will serve as well.  John Hasper, chair 
of the College Council, will also serve 
as chair of the search committee.  
Other ASC boards such as the Alumni 
Board will also have representation.  It 
is expected that a new president will be 
in place before the start of fall semester 
2007. • 

 Alfred State College’s Cultural 
Life Committee, in conjunction with the 
Residential Life ISM Team, Student Life, 
Alfred Programming Board, Rainbow Un-
ion, Black Student Union, the Residence 
Action Council, and Student Senate, presents 
Reformed Neo-Nazi Skinhead Activist Tom 
"TJ" Leyden, who will speak on “Turning 
Away From Hate,” Thursday, Feb. 8, 2007, 
at the Orvis auditorium at 7 p.m.  Leyden’s 
presentation is open to the public free of 
charge. 
 After 15 years as a neo-Nazi white 
supremacist activist and recruiter, Tom "TJ" 
Leyden experienced a profound change of 
heart, turned away from hate, and began 
teaching tolerance. 
 Leyden grew up in a closely-knit 
Irish-Catholic family in Fontana, CA. Life 
began to unravel for him when his parents 
got divorced, and he began listening to punk 
rock and venting his rage by slam-dancing 
and fighting at weekend concerts. His violent 
behavior attracted the attention of local skin-
heads, and soon he started his own skinhead 
group in Redlands, CA, at the age of 15. At 
21, Leyden joined the Marines and his role as 
a leading recruiter, organizer, and propagan-
dist for the white supremacist movement 
increased. In all, he spent more than 15 years 
as a leader in the neo-Nazi movement, even 
marrying a woman deeply committed to the 
movement and raising two young sons in a 
hate-filled environment. 
 How can a man who covered his 
body in Nazi symbols, advocated for the 
death of Jews, and recruited teenagers into 
the hate movement become one of the na-
tion's most compelling advocates for the 
importance of diversity and cultural apprecia-
tion? 
 Something happened that caused a 
profound, life-changing realization.  
 “One day, I heard my son use the 
word ‘nigger’ and saw him give the Nazi 
salute,” Leyden says. “He was only three, and 
I knew he wasn’t going to grow up to find 
the cure for cancer or serve on the Supreme 
Court. He was going to be a mindless bum 
beating people for kicks.” 
 That realization led him to leave 
his wife, who was a committed racist, and 
search for a better life for himself and his 

sons. The search led him to the California 
home of his mother and eventually to a job at 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, as an anti-hate 
activist and educator.  Wiesenthal Center 
staff spent many hours with Leyden and 
realized his sincerity even though they first 
were skeptical. 
 The then-30-year old ex-Marine 
became an educator and began speaking at 
high schools and to various military groups 
including the Pentagon.  He presented at hate 
crimes summits and to the FBI. Leyden was 
invited by President Clinton to be a featured 
speaker at the White House Conference on 
Hate. He has also testified against individuals 
on trial for hate crimes. He has been fea-
tured in TIME Magazine and on an 
episode of CBS’s 48 Hours. He is now 
one of the nation’s most powerful 
spokespersons for tolerance. 
 To date, Leyden is the only for-
mer skinhead actively working to fight against 
the groups that once nurtured him. Although 
he receives regular death threats and must 
take extraordinary measures to protect him-
self from his former friends, Leyden is com-
mitted to being a fierce advocate for the im-
portance of appreciating the differences in all 
people. 
 Leyden’s presentation is straight 
talk and it’s not always pretty. He talks about 
the brutality that he used to beat people just 
because of their race.  He and his friends 
robbed and harassed homosexuals and Lati-
nos for sport. He shows the 29 tattoos of 
swastikas and Nazi SS officers that cover 
much of his body. He shares the recruiting 
methods of the neo-Nazis. In his campus 
program, "Turning Away from Hate," 
Leyden tells his remarkable story and 
explains his transformation. He helps 
students understand the harmful cul-
ture he escaped and why he is so com-
mitted to fighting it today. 
 “We all need to be aware of the 
culture of hate that exists otherwise we are 
powerless to fight against the violence and 
insanity that they create,” Leyden says. “As a 
recruiter, I must have brought at least 80 
haters into the movement. So now my goal is 
to turn at least a million students the other 
way.” • 

OPENING REMARKS GUEST SPEAKER 

SPADY TO SPEAK 
 Alfred State College will host 
speaker Patty Spady on Thursday, Feb. 
1, 2007, at 7 p.m. in the Orvis audito-
rium.   Her talk is open to the public 
free of charge. 
             Spady is the mother of Saman-
tha (Sam) Spady, a 19-year-old college 
student at Colorado State University 
who died of alcohol poisoning in Sep-
tember 2004, following a night of 
binge drinking.  Sam’s parents, in an 
attempt to help others avoid such 
senseless loss, have established the Sam 
(Student Alcohol Management). Spady 
Foundation to develop an effective 
alcohol awareness program with em-
phasis on alcohol poisoning, high-risk 
consumption, and the symptoms of 
alcohol poisoning, that can be imple-
mented at colleges and universities in 
the United States. 
 The National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism esti-
mates that 1,400 college students die 
each year from alcohol-related inci-
dents. The epidemic is growing at high 
schools, colleges, and universities 
across the nation. 
 The Foundation is also work-
ing to help students recognize the 
symptoms of alcohol poisoning and to 
advise students never to leave an ine-
briated friend alone.  To this end, the 
Sam Spady Foundation has created and 
distributed credit-card-sized remind-
ers, with the following information:  
KNOW THE SIGNS OF OVER DRINKING 
AND ALCOHOL POISONING. Call 911 if 
a person has any of the following symp-

toms:  unconscious or semiconscious; 
breathing less than  10 times per min-
ute or irregular (check every two min-
utes); cold, clammy, pale or bluish 
skin; can't be awakened by pinching, 
prodding or shouting; vomiting with-
out waking up. 
 Sam Spady had a wonderful 
life. She had loving parents and adoring 
friends. She was a homecoming queen 
and class president. Samantha was an 
accomplished young artist. She had 
looks, brains, youth and promise.  She 
had everything to live for. Samantha’s 
friends remember Sam as a fun-loving, 
sensitive and “amazing” girl, who was a 
champion for the underdog and a good 
friend. But all that came to a sudden 
and horrific end when Sam shared too 
many shots of vanilla flavored vodka, 
passed out, and died alone inside a 
cluttered fraternity house. At the time, 
the coroner said the CSU student had 
consumed the equivalent of at least 30 
drinks. 
 Sam’s parents, with the help 
of film producer Barry Bortnick, have 
created a 30-minute documentary—
“Death by Alcohol:  The Sam Spady 
Story”—which looks at Spady’s life, 
death, and the part of college culture 
that encourages dangerous drinking.  
The film will be shown as part of Patty 
Spady’s presentation. 
 Spady’s appearance is made 
possible in part by the Alfred State 
College Counseling Services. • 
 

ORC TRIPS 
The ASC Outdoor Recreation Club (ORC) is offering the following trips this spring 

2007 semester. Please encourage your students to take part in these activities.  
What a great way for students to meet other students, participate in healthy activi-
ties, and learn to do something they’ve never done before!!  And best of all, no ex-

perience is necessary!  Sign-up dates will be advertised on campus. 
  

Call Andy at 4329 if you have questions.  Thanks! 
  

 Jan. 21, 28; Feb. 11 
Downhill Skiing at Holiday Valley Ski Center 

  
Feb. 16, 17, 18 

Winter Camping/XC Skiing, Phillips Creek   
  

March 3 
Indoor Wall-Climbing trip to Rochester, NY 

  
Feb. 25; March 4, 18, 25 (3-5 p.m.) 

Kayak/Canoe/C1 lessons (free) 
  

April 13, 14, 15 
Whitewater Rafting/Caving in Albright, WV 

  
April 20, 21, 22 

Whitewater Kayak trip to Ohiopyle, PA 
  

April 29 
Mountain Bike trip in Wellsboro, PA  • 


