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WINTER: A SHORT HISTORY 

A SPARKLING BLANKET of white 

in place of the warm-weather green 

now hides the ground and gazes up as 

a solid sky of quilted cotton slowly 

passes silently overhead; a pristine 

cover that softens sharp angles and 

clinging, thickening the slender bare 

tree branches.  The sun peeks from 

behind its downy quilt to make sure 

we are still watching and sets eyes to 

blinking for a moment at dusk and 

dawn.  Pushed back snow reveals wet 

streets that reflect all the colors of 

lights and decorations.  Hills become 

racetracks, crisscrossed with the trac-

es of sleds loaded with faces, aching 

from joy‟s expression and reddened 

from bracing breezes.  Any close tree 

or bank of snow becomes cover be-

hind which to take refuge from an 

incoming barrage of snow balls (and 

launch a return attack).  The breeze, 

once a respite from the heat, has be-

come an insistent bluster that turns 

up collars and pulls on down hats.  

Icy fingers probe in the bright moon-

light, everywhere for the slightest 

crack or space beneath a blue-black 

sky of brilliant stars.  Shops bulge 

with frustrated and festive gift-givers.  

Doors (more swung than usual) and 

windows (frosted at their edges) wear 

garments of green, red, and white, 

taken from attic boxes and hall clos-

ets.  Steaming hot chocolate mugs 

replace tinkling and sweating glasses 

of tea with lemon.  Sore throats and 

sniffles replace hay fever and sun-

burns; a bundled and booted few re-

place the t-shirted and sneakered 

throngs.  Forgotten feelings of hu-

manity and community well-up in 

hearts and sparkle in the corners of 

eyes.  Songs fill the crisp air and are 

carried on clean-smelling breezes to 

every corner of towns and villages 

that wear newly hung strings of 

lights.  The lights, sounds, and smells 

of a season that harken from another 

place and time. 

The middle of winter has long 

been a time of celebration around the 

world. Early Europeans celebrated 

light and birth in the darkest days of 

winter and many peoples rejoiced 

during the winter solstice and they 

could look forward to longer days 

and extended hours of sunlight. The 

end of December in Europe was a 

perfect time for celebration; most 

cattle were slaughtered so they would 

not have to be fed during the winter. 

For many, it was the only time of 

year when they had a supply of fresh 

meat and most wine and beer was 

finally fermented and ready for 

drinking. 

In Scandinavia, the Norse cele-

brated Yule from December 21 

through January; fathers and sons 

would bring home large logs, which 

they would set on fire. The people 

would feast until the log burned out 

(which could take as many as 12 

days); they believed that each spark 

from the fire represented a new pig 

or calf that would be born during the 

coming year. 

In Germany, people honored the 

pagan god Oden (whom they feared) 

during the mid-winter holiday. They 

Sam McCarthy  

See winter, page 4 

believed he made nocturnal flights 

through the sky observing his people, 

to decide who would prosper or per-

ish. Because of his presence, many 

people chose to stay inside. 

In Rome, Saturnalia (a holiday in 

honor of Saturn, the god of agricul-

ture) was celebrated, beginning in 

the week leading up to winter sol-

stice and continuing for a full month. 

Saturnalia was a hedonistic time, 

when food and drink were plentiful 

and the normal Roman social order 

was turned upside down. For a 

month, slaves would become mas-

ters. Peasants were in command of 

the city. Business and schools were 

closed so that everyone could join in 

the fun. Also, around the time of the 

winter solstice, Romans observed 

Juvenalia, a feast honoring the chil-

dren of Rome. In addition, members 

of the upper classes celebrated the 

birthday of Mithra, the god of the 
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OCCUPYING THE STREETS 

SNOW! IT FINALLY snowed again! 

I hear everyone griping and groaning 

about how much they hate for winter. 

I for one love it. Mainly because of 

sledding/snowboarding and snow ball 

fights. Unfortunately neither is al-

lowed on campus and as such I have 

to wait until school is over and Win-

ter break starts. Of course with the 

addition of snow means slippery side-

walks, hazardous roads, and wind. 

Now I can deal with all of that, but 

CHANGING ALFRED FOR THE BETTER  

Editorial - Paul Vincent - Editor-In-Chief 

DECEMBER IS a special time of the 

year for the Deville family. Sure, we 

get together to eat obscene amounts 

of saturated fats and simple carbohy-

drates, like most American families. 

But we also like to drink vast quanti-

ties of distilled spirits and remind 

each other how great it was back 

when the Deville‟s were younger and 

all still living at home. And at this 

time of the year, it‟s especially im-

portant for siblings to share illusions 

of the happy youth they think they 

had. 

 Here‟s one of the „memories‟ 

the Deville men like to share. After a 

few glasses of single malt, we start 

„remembering‟ back in the day when 

the Deville men used to be big hunt-

ers. Every Deville filled his deer tag 

on the first day or two of deer season. 

Even the Deville women got their 

deer. And we all used the same flint-

lock, the one Great Grandpa Deville 

used way in the Revolutionary War. 

One shot…one kill. That old flint-

lock was deadly out to about 300 

yards. 

 It‟s a great memory! The only 

problem is it never happened. Great 

Grandpa Deville didn‟t get to the 

USA until about 100 years after the 

Revolutionary War, and he sure nev-

er hit a deer at 300 yards with the 

family flintlock. In fact, generations 

of Deville men have come and gone 

without anyone even trying to hunt. 

Every week we „bag‟ our meat at the 

nearest supermarket, about a pound 

at a time, neatly wrapped and priced. 

But we love to tell those hunting sto-

ries…. 

Another  favori te  Devi l le 

„memory‟ is about the time Uncle 

Coupe Deville donated too much 

blood to the Red Cross and almost 

died. The story goes that one morn-

ing Coupe went out to get a case of 

beer and saw a sign saying “Blood 

Urgently Needed.” Being the kind of 

guy Coupe is, he went in, gave a pint, 

and went on his way. But he said 

giving blood made him a little light 

headed and fogged his thinking 

some. Well, about a mile down the 

road, he saw another sign “Blood 

Urgently Needed.” His thinking was 

a little fuzzy, so he went in and gave 

another pint. As Coupe used to put it, 

“every pint of blood they took out of 

me lowered my decision making 

abilities.”  

By the time Coupe got back 

home that day, he‟d donated about 

eight pints, and was running a little 

low on fluids himself. To get his flu-

ids back up to a safe level, he drank 

most of the case of beer that night. It 

worked, but Coupe has been a little 

strange ever since then, and he still 

figures he‟s running on about a 50/50 

alcohol/blood mixture. We still don‟t 

know how much of his story is true, 

but I‟ll say this: Uncle Coupe can 

stay out in sub-zero weather and not 

get any frostbite. 

Thinking about Uncle Coupe  

reminds me of Christmas at the 

Deville house when I was younger. 

First, you have to understand the 

Deville men love sausage, any kind 

of sausage. And everyone‟s favorite 

gift at Christmas was Hickory Farms 

sausage, fresh from the nearest mall. 

So shopping for a Deville for Christ-

mas was simple: buy each guy some 

sausage at Hickory Farms and you‟re 

good. 

The only problem was which size 

sausage to buy for Coupe. Everyone 

else was happy with any size you 

bought them. But you had to be real 

careful with Coupe. If the sausage 

you gave him was bigger than the one 

he gave you, Coupe would be moody 

for days. All the time I lived at home, 

Coupe had to give the biggest sau-

sage under the tree.  So everyone 

tried to get a Hickory Farms sausage 

that was a) big enough to satisfy the 

Christmas spirit but b) not too big or 

it would send Coupe into one of his 

moody spells for days. Sometimes, 

just to keep Coupe happy, the family 

would chant “your sausage is the big-

gest, Uncle Coupe! Thank you!”  

I‟m telling you, I can hardly walk 

by a Hickory Farms sausage display 

in a mall now without checking out 

how long the sausages are and won-

dering which one would be the right 

one to give Coupe. I won‟t lie to you: 

seeing those piles of Hickory Farm 

sausages still kills some of the Christ-

mas spirit for me. 

Each year around Christmas or as 

SUNY calls it, “the Holiday Season 

that happens about the same time as 

Christmas” these Deville memories 

flood my mind. Sure, most of them 

are fake memories, just stories we‟ve 

made up over the years to convince 

ourselves our family was close. Like 

the year we had a 50 pound turkey 

for Christmas, and we had to start 

roasting it just after Thanksgiving to 

have it done for Christmas.  

Or the time Coupe tried to grow 

cranberries in the swamp behind the 

house but by mistake harvested some 

hallucinogenic berries that sent the 

whole Deville clan on a trip for three 

days. Coupe tried to blame the stuff-

ing, but nobody was buying it. Ever 

since then, I only eat cranberries 

when I‟m with good friends, people I 

can trust if something goes wrong. 

I‟ve got dozens of these stories, 

but hey, it‟s almost the end of the 

semester. You‟ve got things to do 

and so do I. Next spring will be my 

last semester at Camp Alfred, so I 

plan to enjoy every minute of it. 

Have a good „end of the semester‟ 

and a good Christmas. See you on the 

other side. 

ASC.EDU - Dr. Mike Deville 

the only part of winter I can't stand is 

the drivers. For some reason every-

one feels unsafe if there is snow on 

the ground and thus drive way slower 

than necessary. They clog up road-

ways and become stupider than nor-

mal and create accidents. Unfortu-

nately the snow never seems to stay, 

so it may be a while before I'm able 

to actually snowboard. But that also 

means I don't have to deal with the 

terrible drivers for a while. 

I SAY, LET IT SNOW 

Letter to the Editor -  Mitchell Rogers 

THE ONE THING I would change 

about Alfred State College would be 

that I would move the whole college 

to a flatter area. Whoever decided to 

build Alfred State on a hill wasn‟t 

thinking. It‟s one thing if you have a 

car; you can drive from class to class, 

but it‟s another thing when you have 

to walk from one side of the campus 

to the other side. I feel like it‟s going 

to get a lot worse when it starts to 

snow outside. People are always say-

ing that they‟re lucky to have a car for 

college. All I can say is that I get to 

walk to class uphill both ways in the 

snow. I think it would have been a lot 

better if they just somehow could pick 

up the college and move it some-

where else. It would be a lot less 

painful if they just put in escalators. 

Then going up the stairs would be so 

much more fun.   

The Escalators are just one solu-

tion I came up with to help with this 

terror people feel when they see a hill 

and say to themselves “Oh no, I have 

to walk all the way up that hill to get 

to my class.” If ASC puts in escala-

tors, students would enjoy going to 

class a lot more. Plus, on the good 

side, they would get rid of that terror 

they feel when they think of a hill. 

But if escalators are going to be too 

expensive, and then this might be a 

better solution--build a “Rent a 

Scooter Shop.”  

Seeing that there would be anoth-

er way to get to class other than to 

walk would make the students very 

interested. Once you have everything 

together, all the scooters and maybe 

even some Segways, you can start to 

rent them for a reasonable price. This 

way ASC will be reimbursed for 

what was spent to build this shop. 

Think about it, how many students 

would love to rent a Segway? I know 

I would.  

Now my solutions are a little 

over the top. But still they both make 

it a lot more enjoyable to get to class. 

ASC students would be pleased with 

this investment. Plus the ratings for 

this college would go through the 

roof. How Many Colleges have esca-

lators and Segways as a way to get to 

class? I believe I made my point; ei-

ther I made my point or I just sound 

like I‟m really lazy and don‟t want to 

walk up a hill. That may be true, but I 

speak for many other students who 

aren‟t so excited to find they have to 

walk up a hill to get to class.   
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ALFRED TIME CAPSULE 

"Happy Valley" ski slope opened in January 1966 and was operated by the col-

lege through 1975. It closed in 1981, and the ski loge was demolished in 1988. 

It was located on Route 244 opposite the farm building complex.  

We are the sisters of Psi Sigma Psi 

and we ask girls to come as they are. 

We do not expect you to be a certain 

stereotype, to have the same inter-

ests, or to have the same background. 

We do not expect you to act a certain 

way, to wear name brands, or to be-

come someone you're not. The girls 

of Psi Sigma Psi each have their own 

personality, interests, and reasons for 

pledging. We are the kind of girls 

that enjoy playing in the dirt. We 

aren't afraid of the woods and we all 

own a pair of mud boots. We are 

proud to call each and every member 

of this house our sister. We are a 

close knit family and will forever 

remain that way. As a sorority, we 

vow to promote academics, commu-

nity, unity, and service. We imple-

ment these ideals not only within the 

Greek Life of Alfred State College, 

but as well as the rest of the campus 

and surrounding areas. Our main 

purpose is to, as an organization, be 

academically great. We strive to 

exemplify the meaning of sisterhood 

to the fullest and we vow to provide 

service to our sisters, the college, 

and the community.  

PSI SIGMA PSI 
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WINTER - A SHORT HISTORY  

Continued from page 1 

Each year, 30-35 million real 

Christmas trees are sold in the Unit-

ed States alone. There are 21,000 

Christmas tree growers in the United 

States, and trees usually grow for 

about 15 years before they are sold. 

 

Christmas wasn't a holiday in 

early America—in fact Congress was 

in session on December 25, 1789, the 

country's first Christmas under the 

new constitution. 

 

The first eggnog made in the 

United States was consumed in Cap-

tain John Smith's 1607 Jamestown 

settlement. 

 

Poinsettia plants are named after 

Joel R. Poinsett, an American minis-

ter to Mexico, who brought the red-

and-green plant from Mexico to 

America in 1828. 

 

The Salvation Army has been 

sending Santa Claus-clad donation 

collectors into the streets since the 

1890s. 

 

Rudolph, "the most famous rein-

deer of all," was the product of Rob-

ert L. May's imagination in 1939. 

The copywriter wrote a poem about 

the reindeer to help lure customers 

into the Montgomery Ward depart-

ment store. 

 

Construction workers started the 

Rockefeller Center Christmas tree 

tradition in 1931. 

CHRISTMAS 

FACTS

WANT TO  

JOIN THE  

TOR ECHO 

STAFF? 

Meetings are at 5pm on 

Tuesdays in the Orvis    

Conference room.  

Hope to see you there! 

 

unconquerable sun (on December 

25th). For some Romans, Mithra's 

birthday was the most sacred day of 

the year. 

In the early years of Christianity, 

Easter was the main holiday; the birth 

of Jesus was not celebrated. In the 

fourth century, church officials decid-

ed to institute the birth of Jesus as a 

holiday. Unfortunately, the Bible 

does not mention date for his birth (a 

fact Puritans later pointed out in order 

to deny the legitimacy of the celebra-

tion). Although some evidence sug-

gests that his birth may have occurred 

in the spring (why would shepherds 

be herding in the middle of winter?), 

Pope Julius I chose December 25; it 

is commonly believed that the church 

chose this date in an effort to adopt 

and absorb the traditions of the pagan 

Saturnalia festival. First called the 

Feast of the Nativity, the custom 

spread to Egypt by 432 and to Eng-

land by the end of the sixth century. 

By the end of the eighth century, the 

celebration of Christmas had spread 

all the way to Scandinavia.  

Today, in the Greek and Russian 

orthodox churches, Christmas is cele-

brated 13 days after the 25th, which 

is also referred to as the Epiphany or 

Three Kings Day. By holding Christ-

mas at the same time as traditional 

winter solstice festivals, church lead-

ers increased the chances that Christ-

mas would be popularly embraced, 

but gave up the ability to dictate how 

it was celebrated. By the Middle Ag-

es, Christianity had, for the most part, 

replaced pagan religion. Each year, a 

beggar or student would be crowned 

the "lord of misrule" and celebrants 

played the part of his subjects. 

Christmas became the time of year 

when the upper classes could repay 

their real or imagined "debt" to socie-

ty by entertaining less fortunate citi-

zens. 

In the early 17th century, when 

Oliver Cromwell and his Puritan 

forces took over England, they 

vowed to rid England of decadence 

and, as part of their effort, cancelled 

Christmas. By popular demand, 

Charles II was restored to the throne 

and, with him, came the return of the 

popular holiday. The pilgrims that 

came to America in 1620 were even 

more orthodox in their Puritan beliefs 

than Cromwell. As a result, Christ-

mas was not a holiday in early Amer-

ica; from 1659 to 1681 the celebra-

tion of Christmas was actually out-

lawed in Boston. Anyone exhibiting 

the Christmas spirit was fined five 

shillings. After the American Revolu-

tion, English customs fell out of fa-

vor (including Christmas). In fact, 

Christmas wasn't declared a federal 

holiday until June 26, 1870. 

It wasn't until the 19th century 

that Americans began to embrace 

Christmas. Americans re-invented 

the holiday and changed it from a 

raucous carnival holiday into a fami-

ly-centered day of peace and nostal-

gia. In 1828, the New York city 

council instituted the city's first po-

lice force in response to a Christmas 

riot. This catalyzed certain members 

of the upper classes to begin to 

change the way Christmas was cele-

brated in America. 

English author Charles Dickens 

created the classic holiday tale, A 

Christmas Carol. The story's message

-the importance of charity and good 

will towards all humankind-struck a 

powerful chord in the United States 

and England and showed members of 

Victorian society the benefits of cele-

brating the holiday. 

As Americans began to embrace 

Christmas as a perfect family holi-

day, old customs were unearthed. 

People looked toward recent immi-

grants and Catholic and Episcopalian 

churches to see how the day should 

be celebrated. In the next 100 years, 

Americans built a Christmas tradition 

all their own that included pieces of 

many other customs, including deco-

rating trees, sending holiday cards, 

and gift-giving. Although most fami-

lies quickly bought into the idea that 

they were celebrating Christmas how 

it had been done for centuries, Amer-

icans had really re-invented a holiday 

to fill the cultural needs of a growing 

nation. 

AN INTRODUCTION - ORIENTATION 2012 

I WOULD LIKE to introduce my-

self, Shelby Gadsden, and Zac Carl-

son, orientation co-coordinators of 

summer 2012.  We are excited to 

present ourselves with this position 

on campus.  As coordinators, our job 

is to make sure that incoming fresh-

men have a positive, memorable ex-

perience at Alfred State and choose 

not only to attend, but to also be-

come involved on campus.   

Campus involvement is very im-

portant to our department, the Depart-

ment of Student Activities and Orien-

tation, for multiple reasons.  Getting 

involved on campus provides you 

with leadership experience and en-

hances qualities such as accountabil-

ity, punctuality, responsibility, and 

teamwork.  Clubs and organizations 

are also good ways to meet new 

friends with similar interests as you.  

Involvement can also be an employ-

ment opportunity, generally through 

work-study eligibility or Late Night. 

There are over 90 clubs and or-

ganizations here at Alfred State Col-

lege.  There is something for every-

one to enjoy.  If there‟s nothing for 

you here yet, don‟t be discouraged.  

It‟s easy for anyone to begin his or 

her own club on campus.  If you have 

an interest in becoming involved, stop 

by the department office in the Orvis 

Activities Center off the main lobby.  

Also, feel free to email either Zac or 

myself, we are here to make students‟ 

college experiences as satisfying as 

possible. 

 

Shelby Gadsden 

GadsdeSM@alfredstate.edu 

 

Zac Carlson 

CarlsoZD@alfredstate.edu 
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INTERNATIONAL CLUB RECENT EVENTS 

International Education Week 

 

Through the international education 

week, Terrace was decorated with 

country flags, and some events were 

held: Piñata the Mexican celebration, 

T-shirt decoration, face painting, cul-

tural showcase preview, and etc. IC 

will hold a bigger Cultural Showcase 

next semester on 19th April. Contact 

us as soon as possible if you want to 

perform on stage! We are waiting for 

your participation anytime. 

  

International Dinner  

 

Seventy-eight people from inside and outside of Alfred State College joined to 

International Dinner this time. Eight chefs from seven countries, Russia, Brazil, 

Spain, Japan, China, France, and Trinidad cooked wonderful ten dishes includ-

ing three desserts. It was interesting that we could feel the differences and fea-

tures between countries from ingredients and seasonings. We strongly recom-

mend you who joined this time, also who missed this time to participate in next 

International Dinner in spring semester because dishes will be totally different. 

Also we are looking for chefs who want to cook for the dinner. Contact us any-

time! 

Corning Trip 

 

Some IC members went to Corning 

Glass Studio. Each participant chose 

a favorite combination of colored 

glasses (white, red, orange, green, 

blue, and all mixed), a shape (round 

or teardrop), and a pattern (dots or 

stripes), experienced blowing a 

Christmas ornament with friendly 

instructor. Also each of us designed 

silhouettes on a glass cup with vari-

ous shapes of stickers and tapes. It 

was a very interesting experience. 

Faculty Thanksgiving Visit 

 

Many international students were 

hosted to faculties of Alfred State 

College on Thanksgiving Day. All 

students said they had very good 

time talking with and/or playing 

games faculties and their families, 

also wonderful dishes including a 

huge turkey. Thank to all faculties 

who accepted to host international 

students very much! 

DO YOU THINK there is nothing to 

do in Alfred at night?   Late Night 

Events is an organization that hosts 

events every Friday and Saturday 

ALFRED STATE LATE NIGHT CLUB 

nights from 11PM-3:30AM.  We are 

committed to providing safe, fun, 

and diverse programs for students.  

Events are a great way to meet new 

people and relieve stress. 

For Halloween, Late Night 

carved pumpkins with the Newman 

Club and other guests while watch-

ing “Charlie Brown and the Great 

Pumpkin.”  Recently, we also helped 

50 fish find homes on campus 

through our Adopt a Fish program 

while watching “Finding Nemo.”  

Late Night also had several students 

perform at an open mic comedy night 

which featured several members of 

the Alfred State Jesters comedy team 

and a few guests.   

Events to look forward to in the 

future include Condoms Casino on 

December 2nd which will be taking 

place in the student gathering space 

in Central Dining Hall.  There will 

be pizza, wings, soda, raffle prizes, 

and FREE CONDOMS!  Also, on 

December 3rd Late Night and Alfred 

State‟s Black Student Union are 

hosting an Aids Charity after party, 

entrance will require a $4 donation, 

and there will be pizza, a DJ, and 

lots of dancing.  

Anyone can create a Late Night 

event, if you have an idea or some-

thing that interests you that you 

would like to see on campus, the sky 

i s  the  l imi t ,  s imply emai l 

LateNight@alfredstate.edu.  If you 

are interested in joining the Late 

Night Events team we are accepting 

applications for the spring semester, 

it is a paid position, this is not a work

- s t u d y  j o b .  P l e a s e  e m a i l 

LateNight@alfredstate.edu for an 

application if you are interested.  
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IN A SEASON full of ups and downs 

the Alfred State Football Pioneers 

persevered to end on a captivating 

note, winning the Region III Champi-

onship, thus immortalizing them-

selves as the first football team in 

school history to achieve this feat. 

The road to the championship game 

was neither clean nor paved, espe-

cially with a schedule that consisted 

of six away games. But the Pioneers 

didn‟t allow this to detour them, and 

the team ended the season with a 6-4 

record, third best in school history. 

Earlier in the year the same team 

the Pioneers defeated in the champi-

onship game bested them, in a gruel-

ing game between two Western New 

York rivals. During this game the 

Pioneers were trailing late in the 

fourth quarter, and managed to rally 

to within 23-21 with possession of 

the ball in the final minute.  

Sadly that game ended in a loss 

and was surely on the minds of the 

Pioneers as they entered the Champi-

onship game on November 12 against 

the same bitter rivals that defeated 

them. 

This was a different game how-

ever and the Pioneers had the look of 

a more mature and cohesive team. 

The scoring began with a 7-0 Erie 

CC lead, but that‟s the only lead Erie 

CC would have all game. Twelve of 

the Pioneers points came from the leg 

of Colter Johnson, who showed 

nerves of steel and even kicked a 

long 42-yard field goal. Erie fought 

back early in the fourth quarter, and 

was able to bring the game within six 

points but the Pioneer defense held 

them back. Defensively the Pioneers 

were outstanding, recording four in-

terceptions and three sacks as a team, 

to bring home the hardware with a 26

-20 victory. 

Congratulations to head coach 

Mick Caba, and the 2011 Region III 

Football Champions.  

ASC FOTBALL PIONEERS WIN REGION III CHAMPIONSHIP 

EQUESTRIANS CAPTURE RESERVE CHAMPION HONORS 

IN A HARD-FOUGHT battle, Al-

fred State College‟s Western Eques-

trian Team took Reserve Champion 

honors at a recent competition. ASC 

finished behind Cornell in the six-

team show event held at Alfred Uni-

versity‟s Bromley-Daggett‟s Eques-

trian Center. 

According to Head Coach Marie 

Dougherty, “This team has made 

remarkable progress since their last 

outing just two weeks ago. They 

practiced incredibly hard and really 

brought their „A‟ game. We might 

have won top honors two weeks ago 

but in this show we actually rode 

better. I had two riders who didn‟t 

place in their first shows win first- 

and second-place ribbons this time 

out. Now that‟s something to be 

proud about.” 

Dougherty credits ASC faculty 

member Jess Hutchesson with a 

huge logistical contribution. “Most 

people don‟t understand how much 

behind-the-scenes logistical work 

goes into getting a team organized 

for an event. Jess is a master at this, 

and it shows. Our team was „show 

ready‟ a full hour before they en-

tered the ring.” 

Dougherty cites team co-

captains Justine Burnett, Almond, 

veterinary technology, and Shelby 

Hosmer, Avoca, individual studies, 

for outstanding leadership as well. 

“Our captains have emerged as 

outstanding leaders. They motivate 

the other riders to practice hard and 

help keep them focused. They are 

always there for the team whether it‟s 

tacking up or putting the final touches 

on a show outfit. They are always 

pitching in to help their teammates. 

We are really starting to gel as a team 

and it showed over the weekend.” 

ASC competes in association 

with the Intercollegiate Horse Show 

Association (IHSA) in New York‟s 

Region 1. Other Region 1 competitors 

include Cornell, RIT, Alfred Univer-

sity, SUNY Brockport, and Buffalo. 

Four shows remain in the season to 

decide which team will represent Re-

gion 1. ASC is very much in the run-

ning trailing Cornell by 15 points and 

Alfred University only by six. 

The IHSA has some 8,300 riders 

in sponsored events designed to allow 

students to compete at all levels of 

riding skill. The IHSA is comprised 

of 370 participating colleges and uni-

versities. The organization focuses on 

participation, sportsmanship, fun, and 

learning. 

Faculty Adviser Professor Vicki 

Bolton calls ASC‟s Equestrian pro-

gram a huge success. 

“For a start-up club team our 

Western team has done remarkably-

well. They can ride with any team in 

the Region and have already proven 

to be very competitive with varsity 

riders. Our hats are off to Marie and 

the entire team for coming together so 

quickly. They head down to Hurdale 

Farm and practice, practice, practice. 

They are a very motivated bunch. 

None of us imagined they would be 

this competitive this quickly. They 

have won the respect of the teams 

they compete against and the entire 

equestrian community.” 

But to Bolton, it‟s about more 

than winning titles. ”Here at ASC we 

are concerned with the entire educa-

tional experience of our students. Our 

Equestrian Club is growing steadily 

and more and more students are en-

joying their equestrian experience 

here. I have no doubt that some of 

these young people will be employed 

in the equestrian field. It‟s good for 

the College and it‟s good for our stu-

dents.” 

The team‟s next show will be 

Dec. 3 at Alfred University‟s Eques-

trian Center. The public is invited to 

attend and cheer on the home town 

favorites. For more information on 

the Alfred State College Equestrian 

Club contact Vicki Bolton at bol-

tonvl@alfredstate.edu. For more in-

formation on the Hurdale Riding Pro-

gram, contact Marie Dougherty at 

www.Hurdalefarmhorses.com. 
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