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 ASC STUDENTS JOIN CATSKILLS RELIEF EFFORT  

Submit an article to the  

Tor Echo 
The next submission deadline is 

10/23 

The next issue will be published on 
10/31 

Send all submissions to: 
torecho@alfredstate.edu 

Deb Mayes - technology services staff assistant 

WELCOME to fall in the Catskill 

region of New York State…a time 

for explosive colors and harvesting 

crops in preparation for winter. Un-

expectedly this year, the area experi-

enced the devastation of Hurricane 

Irene. Since the waters receded, af-

fected communities have seen dra-

matic volunteer numbers work on 

homes with fervor as the tempera-

tures begin to drop and the reality of 

an upcoming winter season sets in. 

Our Alfred State team joined the 

effort on a cold, rainy Friday night. 

As we reached the foothills and start-

ed winding our way through the 

Catskill Mountains, we felt transport-

ed into a classic Halloween movie; 

dark windy roads, spooky old ceme-

tery, rain and fog, even the Garmin 

wondered about our final destination. 

Our group of seven ASC students 

had signed on with the All Hands 

Organization http://hands.org to as-

sist in the cleanup efforts of Hurri-

cane Irene. The Garmin found our 

way to base camp, a church in the 

town of Middleburgh, NY. Along 

with a group of four volunteers from 

NYC, we unpacked and took up resi-

dence on the cots provided by the 

Red Cross. We curled up in our 

sleeping bags to get ready for our 

first experience at mucking! 

We were awakened the first 

morning by every alarm that was set 

the night before (maybe 10) and de-

parted at 7:30 a.m. That is correct, 

this was no vacation! Arriving at our 

first job site in the town of Schoharie, 

we were shown a large, two-story 

dwelling which appeared to be vacant 

along with the rest of the neighbor-

hood. The owner joined us with a 

backhoe and container to haul debris. 

Our job involved tearing out sheet 

rock, bagging insulation, completely 

gutting the kitchen (stove, fridge, 

sink, dishwasher), and hauling it all 

street side for pickup. The kitchen 

area had a two inch layer of river 

sludge (muck) which coated every-

thing from the top shelves of the cab-

inets to the pans in the oven. We 

worked until well after noon. 

Lunch time arrived. We were 

directed down the street to a church 

where local residents had set up an 

awesome hot lunch under some tents. 

We were served the biggest pork 

chops I‟ve ever seen cooked on the 

grill. We sat with the locals who no-

ticed our Alfred State apparel and 

discovered one woman had graduated 

from the horticulture program in the 

90s. A discussion ensued on faculty 

and programs still available at ASC. 

They were very appreciative of us 

giving up a weekend to help out. 

With full stomachs, it was back to 

work. 

Back at the site the chain saw 

appeared (in competent hands). Cabi-

nets and shelving were cut into piec-

es, pulled off walls, and hauled out. 

Hardwood floors had to be pulled up 

and de-nailed. The owner dug a ditch 

to allow water out of the basement. 

Under the water was a layer of river 

sludge to be removed. As we drug all 

our debris to the curb, it really started 

raining. By the time our job was 

called at 5 p.m. we were cold, wet, 

and exhausted. We headed back to 

camp to shower, eat dinner at a 

church next door, and had our man-

datory group meeting at 7 p.m. There 

was a group “shout out” (special 

recognition) to Paul from our team 

leader, new title, Sump Pump Direc-

tory. Several of our hardy muckers 

had the energy to visit one of the 

local establishments that evening to 

master the art of Contra Dancing; 

I‟m told this is the Canadian version 

of our square dancing. 

We all overslept Sunday morn-

ing; oh well, we hadn‟t expected 

raises anyway! This day took us to 

Prattsville, NY. We drove to a 

1800s abandoned hotel which was 

recently bought by an “out of town-

er.” Before the flood he had pur-

chased a large quantity of lumber to 

start a renovation project to the 

building.  

See Relief Effort, page 4 
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LIKE THE SOUND of clods of dirt 

hitting your coffin lid, paralyzing you 

so you can‟t even scream, the dread-

ed midterm grades have arrived.  

OK, maybe I‟m being a little dra-

matic, but you know what I mean. 

“The time done come „round.” And 

since this is my fifth year at this two-

year college, I‟ve been through my 

share of MGT (midterm grades trau-

ma). And I‟ve got some advice for 

you, especially you freshones. Hear 

me now and understand me later. 

First, and I want you to get this 

tattooed on your brain, MIDTERM 

GRADES AREN‟T REAL! Sure, 

they look real, but as soon as they are 

recorded, midterm grades vanish like 

a shadow of smoke, to use my lit 

teacher‟s favorite saying. The mo-

ment you walk into the classroom 

after midterm grades are released, 

you‟ve got a whole new average. 

And after your next quiz, your aver-

age changes again. Which leads me 

to my next point. 

YOUR FINAL AVERAGE is the 

only average that matters. Your final 

average is def not a „shadow of 

smoke.‟ But hey, we‟re getting ahead 

of ourselves. The semester is only 

half over; you‟ve got weeks and 

weeks to turn things around! 

Back to the present. Let‟s say 

your midterm grades are not exactly 

what you had hoped for. OK, let‟s 

say they suck big. What are your op-

tions? Let‟s take them in order of 

least desirable to most desirable. 

Plan A: You basically roll over, 

put your paws up, expose your soft 

underbelly, and GIVE UP! You stop 

going to all your classes except the 

one with that hot new business pro-

fessor. You find a few other „Plan A‟ 

types who have also given up, and 

you all hang together and have fun. 

The illusion that Camp Alfred is all 

fun is great while it lasts. 

A variation on Plan A is you 

pack your bags like RIGHT NOW 

and go home, live in your old bed-

room, and look for a McJob. Howev-

er, since this is a tough economy, a) 

you won‟t find a job and b) your par-

ents are renting your old bedroom to 

some guy who works at Wal-Mart.) 

I think we can agree Plan A is a 

total waste, so let‟s look at Plan B. 

ASC.Edu - Dr. Mike Deville 

 MIDTERM GRADES 

Plan B: You go to your profes-

sors‟ offices and drop to your knees 

and beg for mercy. You tell them you 

really like their course and their 

teaching style. You say you‟re con-

sidering changing your major to (fill 

in each teacher‟s subject) because 

you‟ve been so inspired by their 

class. You offer to donate money (in 

cash, small unmarked bills) to their 

favorite charity and start handing 

them cash on the spot.  

If appropriate, you offer to do 

free babysitting for the professor‟s 

kids. Some pretty tough profs have 

weakened after hearing the babysit-

ting offer. A subtle variation of the 

„free babysitter‟ ploy is to spot a pic-

ture of a grandchild being displayed 

in your professor‟s office and remark 

how beautiful the grandchild is. 

Avoid all comment on large ears, 

weird eyes, or funny bald heads. 

If you‟ve got a sleazy professor 

and enough twenties to hand out, 

Plan B can work. But with about 

1500 tiny cameras located all over 

campus, Plan B can also get you ar-

rested and thrown off campus. Here‟s 

a little stats trivia for you: Plan B ac-

tually has a 66 percent chance of 

working in SDC and less than a 20 

percent success rate in SET. Go fig-

ure! In Brown Hall, you‟ve got a 

50/50 chance of Plan B working. A 

warning: DO NOT attempt Plan B on 

Nursing Professors! That‟s all I‟m 

saying on that! 

 

In Plan C, you actually stay at the 

college and go to your classes. You 

do not beg your professors for mercy. 

Instead, you start acting interested in 

their classes.  Notice I said „acting‟ 

interested. Of course all you‟re really 

interested in is passing their class, but 

trust me on this: simply „acting‟ inter-

ested in class will impress most 

teachers enough to boost your grade 

at least one letter grade.  

Second, bring a book to class. 

Make sure the teacher sees you have 

a book in class. (If it‟s a book for an-

other class, keep the cover out of 

sight.) Keep the book open and act 

like you‟re reading it or even making 

notes in the book. Teachers love it 

when you act like you‟re taking 

notes! YOU CAN DO THIS! 

Here are a couple more things if 

you decide to use Plan C: get to class 

BEFORE class begins and try to limit 

the amount of texting you do during 

class. Teachers know you have a 

busy social life, and they know it‟s 

important to text your friends every 

few minutes. BUT trust me on this: If 

you do more than 10 or 12 texts dur-

ing a class, the teacher will think 

you‟re not interested in his class. See 

my earlier comment about ACTING 

interested in the class. 

Look, the whole point is simple: 

midterm grades aren‟t real, so don‟t 

let them „bring you down.‟ (another 

of my lit prof‟s sayings) Instead, let 

poor midterm grades lift you up and 

all those other „inspirational‟ clichés. 

I‟m not making this stuff up. Plan C 

has worked for me and my friends 

many times. I‟ve seen Plan C move 

someone from probation to dean‟s 

list! Seriously.  

BTW, there is a Plan D for the 

really serious „terminal‟ cases here at 

Camp Alfred, but I‟m saving Plan D 

for later this semester. It‟s a little too 

advanced for most of you at this 

point. I‟ll give you a small hint. Plan 

D requires deep pockets. Enough 

said.  

Now get in that classroom and 

take it like a manoid. 

I HAVE HEARD so many people 

complaining about parking this week, 

and as I'm looking for a car and have 

potentially found one, I am hoping 

the situation will be fixed. From what 

I hear commuters and other drivers 

have to tack on a quarter to half of an 

hour on to their travel time for find-

ing a parking space and walking from 

it to get to their destination. It seems 

every parking spot in campus is taken 

even the bad ones, like up in Siberia 

and Heaven. I can understand an in-

crease in in the freshman class caus-

ing less parking spaces along with the 

construction taking up some of the 

spaces next to the police station, but I 

wouldn't think it was this bad. It 

sounds like there are absolutely no 

parking spaces left and that there are 

too many cars for the number of park-

ing spots we have. 

PARKING  

 Editorial - Paul Vincent - 

Editor-In-Chief 

Hydraulic Fracturing also known as 

Hydrofracking; is currently happen-

ing on a day to day basis on the east 

coast. Also, it is happening in the 

town of Alfred.  It is a mining or 

drilling technique used to break up 

rock underground to create easier 

access to resources. In this case, the 

resource is natural gases. Drilling 

down for about a mile; there is 98 

percent of water and sand being used 

along with the two percent being used 

with 11,000 gallons of chemicals. 

The process of Hydrofracking is dan-

gerous to our environment. Many 

people are against it, but it is sup-

posed to benefit our environment in 

many ways; by letting out natural 

gases. Natural gases can benefit an 

environment by having efficient ener-

gy from inside and outside your 

home; it‟s domestic in a way for the 

U.S. to be less dependent on sources 

from foreign countries. It is basically 

a big energy saver. There are not 

many pros that come with the process 

of Hydrofracking. When it is done, 

there are a lot of pros that come along 

which is being a big source of energy. 

In the past, there were four gas well 

blowouts because of Hydrofracking. 

In Pennsylvania, there are 876 viola-

tions from Hydrofracking from Janu-

ary-August 2011.The cons that come 

along with the process of Hydraulic 

Fracturing (Hydrofracking) are: loss 

of drinking water, methane migration, 

air pollution and many more that 

were said and showed during the 

presentation from Dr. Klingensmith. 

An issue that is stressed from time to 

time is that there is 57 percent of our 

energy wasted because of the lack of 

natural gases. During the Hydraulic 

Fracturing (Hydrofracking)      

presentation, the audience pointed 

out that there should have been a 

vote if   Hydrofracking is needed 

because of how dangerous it is to the 

environment. 

HYDROFRACKING 

Angel Torres 
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GAZE  

There is a moment, that first moment 

when your eyes meets hers. 

 

When you look into her eyes and you 

see all that you will ever see. 

 

You see the way she walks and want 

to know how it feels to walk next to 

her. 

 

You see her heart and all the good 

she is capable of and even accept the 

bad in her. 

 

You see her smile and you feel the 

warmth it radiates all through her 

heart. 

 

You want to feel the warmth of her 

skin on yours and embrace. 

 

You want to know the soul of her 

gaze and how it can always engulf 

you 

THE MACHINIST 

ILLUSTRATED HUMOR 

Movie Ramblings - Kyle j. Bowman 

Afro Punk 

ANY MOVIE starring Christian Bale 

always has me interested from the 

start, because his incredible acting 

ability seems almost undebatable. 

When I heard that he actually lost 

sixty pounds for the sake of The Ma-

chinist, my interest reached its peak 

and I decided to check it out. I tend to 

like psychological thrillers anyway, 

so what did I have to lose? 

The film opens up with the main 

character, Trevor, seemingly dispos-

ing of a body. This whole time, 

though, you get the idea that this act 

is not normal even when you set your 

standards at “weird.” Trevor is ema-

ciated, beaten up, and washes his 

hands with bleach. It‟s also notable 

that he looks and acts like he hasn‟t 

slept in a year, as we get to praise 

Christian Bale‟s acting when we find 

out that the character really hasn’t 

slept in a year.  

 

Trevor is a machinist in a factory 

full of people who he seems quite 

distant from, despite the fact that 

they‟re his only friends. The film 

doesn‟t flat out say this, but it‟s quite 

obvious. He eventually starts encoun-

tering a new worker at the factory by 

the name of Ivan, who absolutely 

screams “SUSPICIOUS” at every 

level of his existence, from the way 

he looks to the way he speaks. Trevor 

ends up having two different love 

interests throughout the movie, one 

being a prostitute who has formed 

genuine feelings for him, and a wait-

ress named Maria who has a child. 

The film has an underlying dis-

turbing factor in the way it approach-

es every scene, thus I almost always 

felt like something dreadful was go-

ing to happen in the next second. Un-

fortunately, the times where that 

“something dreadful” actually came 

and genuinely did shock me were 

quite rare… in fact, there was only 

one of them, and it was the major 

twist at the end. That‟s not to say the 

movie was without shocking mo-

ments though. There is one scene in 

particular where Trevor takes 

Maria‟s son to a carnival with fairly 

horrifying results, and the scenes 

where Trevor is discovering what‟s 

really going on in his life are fantas-

tic. The main issue overall is the fact 

that the movie insists upon easing 

you into Trevor‟s revelations. In my 

experience, psychological thrillers 

are far more productive when the 

twists are revealed more suddenly, 

and we are given the opportunity to 

remember and think back on the false 

reality that preceded them. The Ma-

chinist is extremely worth watching, 

as Christian Bale is a spectacular ac-

tor and the premise is fantastic, how-

ever, don‟t expect it to completely 

blow your mind inside out. 

Want to join the 

Tor Echo Staff? 

Meetings are at 5pm on         

Tuesdays in the Orvis             

Conference room.  

Hope to see you there! 

POETRY CORNER 

ACCELERATION  

Afro Punk 

When did things get so fast? When did today become yesterday and  

yesterday become a memory? 

What happened to those days that seem to go on for weeks and the  

feeling of being frozen in time? 

What happened to the lingering of being a kid? Where did the weekends go 

that lasted a life time? 

When did it become the norm for life to begin to amp things up and make life 

feel like a blur of a distant memory? 

They say that time waits for no one, life moves fast, and that you will get lost 

In the mix of it all if you cant keep up. 

But if you learn to slow your pace relax and take a look at all the events that 

matter in your life then maybe things wont seem sooo accelerated. 

Christian Bale in The Machinist, having lost 60 pounds to get into character.  
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ON TUESDAY September 27th, 

Greeks from every house com-

menced on the football field for a 

friendly game of Tug-of-War. It first 

was fraternity versus fraternity while 

sister houses cheered on their broth-

ers in hopes for a win. Pi Rho Zeta 

was first up against Kappa Sigma 

Epsilon. It was a tough match but the 

house of black and red came out on 

top.  After that match the sisters of 

Delta Chi Omega tugged against the 

ladies of Pi Nu Epsilon. Delta Chi 

Omega‟s competitive side shone 

through and they came out on top. 

Third to play were the brothers of 

Gamma Theta Gamma versus the 

ASC LADY  

PIONEERS 

WIN  

THE ALFRED STATE College vol-

leyball team earned a 25-18, 25-20, 

25-22 victory over Mercyhurst North 

East in a WNYAC contest.  The La-

dy Pioneers improve to 18-12 overall 

on the season with the victory. 

Meghan Kraus (Trumansburg) 

led the way with 14 kills and 12 digs 

while Ashley Hulse (Hammondsport) 

added nine kills, six digs, and two 

blocks.  Mandy Bush (Altoona, PA) 

contributed 22 assists, nine digs, six 

kills, and three aces. 

The Lady Pioneers play their fi-

nal home game of the season on 

Thursday when they host Finger 

Lakes CC at 6 p.m.  The game has 

been designated as a "Dig Pink" 

event with fundraising events sched-

uled to raise funds for the Side-out 

foundation.  There will be a pink 

duck raffle, a basket auction, and a 

jar wars competition with the winner 

taking a pie in the face. 

brothers of Mu Theta. After a well 

fought match the brothers of Mu The-

ta were victorious. The final prelimi-

nary match was Alpha Beta Chi and 

the sisters of Psi Sigma Psi on one 

team versus the sisters of Alpha Sig-

ma. Alpha Sigma put up an amazing 

fight and came out on top. Up next 

was the winner‟s bracket. Mu Theta 

beat Pi Rho Zeta and Alpha Sigma 

won it all for the sororities. One of 

the highlights of the evening was 

when the sisters of Pi Nu Epsilon 

challenged the Spring ‟11 brothers of 

Gamma Theta Gamma and the sisters 

came out on top.  

On Wednesday September 28th 

the Greek community of Alfred state 

College headed to the Orvis Gym for 

a second night of games. This night 

the fraternities played dodge ball 

while the sororities played kickball. 

Each house had brought out their best 

players and each game was extremely 

close. The brothers of Gamma Theta 

Gamma won the dodge ball tourna-

ment while the sisters of Delta Chi 

GREEK GAMES  

ASC LOOKING FOR NEW RAs 

ARE YOU interested in becoming 

more involved on-campus? Wanting 

leadership opportunities that will 

transform the course of your Alfred 

experience? If so, you should consid-

er becoming a Resident Assistant for 

Spring 2012! 

When asked why he became an 

RA, Mike Starr of MacKenzie North 

said, “The reason I became an RA 

was to help people better themselves. 

Knowing that someone is entrusting 

you with their troubles because they 

know you are willing to listen and 

help is what makes the job worth it. I 

really enjoy being an RA and would 

do it all over again if I had the 

chance.”  

Michael Levandowski of Main 

Gate B commented, “I became a RA 

to push myself to develop the person-

al and interpersonal skills that will be 

invaluable to me in my life, and fu-

ture career.”    

“I am an RA because I enjoy in-

teracting with students and program-

ming with them. Being an RA has 

opened so many doors for me, and I 

have learned so much from the expe-

rience. I do not regret becoming an 

RA, and I will continue to better the 

community on my floor and program 

for the students not only in my build-

ing, but for the campus as well,” said 

Alex Pacific of MacKenzie East. 

“I am an RA because I like notic-

ing a difference in people. If I can 

change one person's life in a positive 

way then I feel accomplished,” said 

Thomas VanSlambrouck of Braddon 

Hall. 

Holly Silverthorn of MacKenzie 

North added, “I became an RA be-

cause I wanted to be a leader and help 

other residents during my time here at 

Alfred State. I wanted to better my 

leadership skills and form bonds and 

a strong community on campus and 

in the Residence Halls.”  

“I became an RA to become in-

volved in the building and the cam-

pus.  Becoming an RA lets you be-

come an integral part of your building 

by hosting programs and building 

community.  You get to meet new 

people and create new relationships 

with your residents, your co-workers, 

your boss and other people across 

campus during your RA ca-

reer.  There is no better tool I have 

found for professional networking on 

campus,” said Josh Stellrecht of Mac-

Kenzie East 

“I am a Resident Assistant be-

cause it gives me the opportunity to 

grow as a person and help the com-

munity.  Being an RA gives me the 

chance to help residents but also to 

get residents to take part in their 

building.  The best thing about being 

an RA is watching other students 

become part of the Residential Life 

Staff after being their RA for a se-

mester or two.  Becoming an RA 

gets you out of your room and breaks 

you out of your shell,” said Adam 

Richardson of Braddon Hall. 

If you are interested in becoming 

a part of our Resident Assistant team 

for Spring 2012, please attend one of 

the following information sessions 

that will be held on-campus: 

Tuesday, October 18th – 6:00pm              

  (Burdick Main Lounge) 

Wednesday, October 26 – 6:00pm 

(Peet Main Lounge) 

Thursday, November 3 – 6:00pm      

  (MacKenzie Conference Room) 

Information about being a Resident 

Assistant can also be found at: 

http://tinyurl.com/afredstateRA 

The flood hit, he lost all the 

lumber, and had to be notified of the 

disaster in the area. My understand-

ing was he contacted All Hands for 

assistance. Prova, Jess, and myself 

volunteered for the basement muck-

ing. Being as the process is remov-

ing mud from a mud floor, we were-

n‟t sure when the job was complete. 

Our team leader from All Hands 

would check our progress every 30 

minutes and say, “OK, maybe 30 

more minutes” for three hours! 

Paul, hauling muck filled buckets 

up and down stairs, removed a 20 

foot pipe that was hanging from the 

ceiling with his own frontal lobe. 

Upstairs Ricardo, Yoelvin, and 

Tom pulled ancient hard wood 

floors off of even more ancient hard 

wood floors. Then pulled the four 

inch nails left behind in the original 

hand hewn floor. Zinta hauled lum-

ber out to the six-foot debris pile in 

front of the house. We finished at 

2:30 p.m. and thought we were get-

ting an early reprieve, not! Onto the 

next project! On route we pulled over 

several times to take pictures of dam-

aged properties. At the next house 

our crew had already left, so we were 

allowed to head back to our camp 

where the people from the church had 

our hot dinner waiting for us. It‟s the 

small things in life! 

My hat is off to the seven stu-

dents who volunteered their mini-

break to help others in need. It shows 

me these guys have more than what it 

takes to succeed in their journey in 

life. Yes, a college education is so 

important. However, to be able to 

grasp the concept of giving back is an 

added bonus to the college experi-

ence. They‟ve asked me to let them 

know when the opportunity presents 

itself again, and they will be my first 

contacts! 

CATSKILL RELIEF EFFORTS  

Continued from page 1 

He said,  “Maybe 30 more minutes...”  For 3 more hours! 


