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Alfred State College will once again 

welcome alumni and families of current 

students for Homecoming/Family    

Weekend 2011, Thursday, Sept. 22-

Sunday, Sept. 25, on the ASC campus. 

 

Hundreds of visitors are expected to 

converge on campus to reconnect with 

old friends or visit with their students, 

perhaps for the first time since dropping 

them off for the fall semester in August. 

 

The fun-filled weekend kicks off on 

Thursday with a men‘s soccer game 

against Broome Community College at 4 

p.m. and a dodgeball game between   

students and faculty and staff under the 

lights in Pioneer Stadium. 

 

On Friday, The annual Athletic Hall of 

Fame induction ceremony will recognize 

the national championship 1971-74 

men‘s swimming teams.  Later that night 

a family-friendly ―dive-in‖ movie will be 

held in the Orvis Pool (lifeguards on  

duty). And, back by popular demand, the 

entertaining Alfred‘s Got Talent         

contest. Participants—which may      

include students, faculty and staff, will 

be eligible for prizes; this event is rated 

PG-13! 

 

Late night Friday, the Pioneer Lounge 

will be the site of a prize-bearing       

Madden Tournament (video game      

contest). 

 

Saturday begins with a continental   

breakfast and a historical tour of the   

Village of Alfred, led by locals Bob and 

Sherry Volk, a lecturer in Alfred State‘s 

Physical and Health Sciences             

Department.   

 

And beginning at 11 a.m., Gold Rush 

2011, a ‘60s themed carnival will      

entertain children of all ages until 1 p.m. 

The carnival will feature games,        

inflatables, a cake raffle, free food and 

prizes. Student presentations and       

interactive competitions will also be  

taking place.   

 

At noon, an alumni luncheon will be held 

honoring the classes of 1961, 1971, 

1986, 2001, and 2006. 

 

Athletic competitions that day include 

the ASC women‘s soccer team taking on 

Niagara County Community College at 

11 a.m.; the men‘s soccer team taking on 

Niagara County Community College at 1 

p.m.; and the baseball Pioneers facing 

Jamestown Community College, also at 

1 p.m. 

 

Also at 1 p.m., in the Orvis Auditorium, 

the Greek organizations on campus will 

host a game show for laughs and       

prizes. This event is rated PG-13. From 3

-5 p.m. that afternoon, a family-friendly 

chicken barbecue tailgate party and    

basket raffle will take place behind the 

Orvis Activities Center and is the prelude 

to the centerpiece of the weekend, the 

football game between the ASC Pioneers 

and Stevens Tech. There is a fee for both 

of these events. 

 

Following the game, there will be a 21-

years-old-and-over ―fifth quarter‖ alumni 

tent party featuring food, adult            

beverages, and live music with the Kate 

Engler Band. Concurrently, family-

friendly magician and illusionist Mike 

Super performs in the Orvis auditorium. 

 

The weekend winds down with brunch 

($) on Sunday in the Central Dining Hall 

from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Sports enthusiasts 

can get a final fix at any of the following 

three events:  beginning at 10 a.m. and 

lasting all day, there is a women‘s      

volleyball quad meet; and at 1 p.m., there 

is a baseball game against Genesee   

Community College as well as an alumni 

lacrosse game. 

 

For more information and updates, or to 

register, go to www.alfredstate.edu/

events/homecomingfamily-weekend-

2011. 

On Sunday, Sept. 11, Alfred State 

capped three days of observances      

commemorating the tenth anniversary of 

9-11 with a two-mile road race/walk to 

honor and celebrate the American heroes 

of 9-11. Sixty race entrants and many 

more supporters gathered at the Orvis 

Activities Center to start the race that 

included a challenging course framed 

around the College‘s loop road. 

College President Dr. John M. Anderson 

officially started the race, addressing the 

racers with short comments reflecting the 

purpose for the remembrance run and 

asking the crowd to join in a moment of 

silence prior to starting the race. 

 

After the race, prizes were awarded for 

several categories. The overall race    

winners were Alfred State College      

students Alex Farrell (men‘s overall) and 

Maura Tuffy (women‘s overall). The 

wonderful mix of faculty, staff, students, 

and community members created a spirit 

of celebration and honor for the tenth 

anniversary of 9-11. 

Want to write an article for 

Tor Echo?  

Send submissions to  

torecho@alfredstate.edu 
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Homecoming is this weekend. I should 

be excited but I have never been one for 

homecoming, school spirit and all that 

jazz. Never went in high school and still 

haven't been the three years I've been 

here. I was never very excited by home-

coming before, but as editor of Tor 

Echo I have been hearing much more 

about the plans for the event than I ever 

did before.  And you know what?  I‘m 

intrigued. I'm finding out homecoming 
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Some of you will not like what I‘m going 

to say, but every word is true. 

 

For the past month, yours truly, Dr. 

Deville, has been on a very special    

assignment from the College President. 

 

The president called me in to his office in 

early September, closed that big door, 

tipped back in his huge leather chair, 

gave me that ‗I am president and you are 

NOT‘ look, and said ―Deville, your   

future at this college depends on one 

word: SUSTAINABLE. Can you devise 

a plan to make Camp Alfred SUSTAIN-

ABLE? I‘ll give you one minute to    

decide on your answer, and here‘s a clue. 

Your answer is ‗YES, Sir!‘ 

 

Hey, I didn‘t get my Ph.D. by being   

stupid. I gave the president a quick ‗YES, 

Sir‘ and told him I had just one question: 

What does ‗sustainable‘ mean? It seemed 

like a fair question. Sometimes words 

change their meaning. When I started at 

Camp Alfred, Clinton was president and 

‗sustainable‘ meant something that could 

go on forever. For ex. my freshman comp 

teacher could go on forever, so I guess 

she was ‗sustainable.‘ 

 

Fast forward to 2011, and sustainable got 

all mixed up with ‗green,‘ another good, 

old-fashion word. Remember when 

‗green‘ meant, well, green? Plants are 

green, envy is green, Irish people are 

green….OK, you know what I mean. 

Anyway, somewhere in the past couple 

of years, ‗green‘ started to mean ‗good‘ 

or ‗desirable or even ‗cool‘ sometimes. 

The idea probably started because plants 

and Irish people are desirable AND cool. 

Who knows how words get meanings, 

really? Maybe if I were a freshman 

again, scary thought, I could do my   

library paper on that question, but it‘s too 

late, baby! 

 

OK, you need a mind like Deville‘s to 

follow some of this. If ‗sustainable‘ 

means something that can go on forever, 

By Dr. Mike Deville 

and if plants and (some) Irish people can 

go on forever, voilà, ‗sustainable‘ means 

something good that can go on forever, 

right? 

 

So I think the College President is telling 

me 1) Camp Alfred is good, 2) Camp 

Alfred deserves to go on forever, and 3) 

I‘d better come up with a plan to make 

Camp Alfred ‗sustainable‘ so it can go on 

forever. Hey, when you break it down, it 

all sounds so simple. Or maybe he‘s   

saying we need more green people here? 

Simple; we recruit more Irish students!  

 

But seriously, I figure the president is 

saying that running a college COSTS 

MONEY, and to keep Camp Alfred    

sustainable and open, you‘d better FIND 

EVERY WAY TO SAVE MONEY, 

DEVILLE!  OK, here‘s my plan to save 

money at Camp Alfred. Buckle your seat 

belts, because Dr. Deville is serious 

about cutting costs here!  

 

Camp Alfred uses about a zillion cubic 

feet of natural gas per year, mostly for 

heating the campus and cooking as CDH. 

Therefore, beginning in spring semester 

2012: 

 

Food at CDH will be served raw; this 

should be fine with most of the veggies 

and fruits, but not many people like raw 

meat, so meat will be phased out. By 

May 2012, Camp Alfred will be a vegan 

campus. 

 

Hot water for showers will be phased out 

by May 2012. Cold showers will build 

tougher students. Students will be      

encouraged to take their showers with a 

friend, preferably a warm friend, to save 

more money.  

 

Dorms will be heated to 40 degrees, just 

above freezing, next winter. Students will 

wear insulated winter clothes for       

studying. Students will be encouraged to 

sleep two or three to a bed for extra 

warmth. 

Classrooms will be heated to 40         

degrees. Professors will be urged to ‗heat 

up‘ their lectures and discussions. Partic-

ularly ‗hot‘ professors will get a little 

something extra in their paychecks.   

 

The college will attempt to recruit more 

‗hot‘ students and ‗hot‘ teachers to keep 

the classrooms warm. Older ‗cool‘ teach-

ers left over from the 1970s will be urged 

to ‗turn up the heat‘ or retire. ‗Cool‘ is 

out. 

 

University Police will hire more ‗hot‘ 

officers, though, to be honest, the most 

recent UP hires are already pretty ‗hot‘ in 

Deville‘s opinion. 

 

No more buses will circle the campus. 

Students will be expected to walk     eve-

rywhere, including to the college barn. 

This will save gas and promote a healthy 

lifestyle for students. 

 

Electricity is another big expense at 

Camp Alfred. Beginning fall 2011 

 

Generators attached to exercise      equip-

ment in the Fitness Center will generate 

most of the electricity used to light the 

campus.  

 

Students will be required to take an 

HPed class every semester to make sure 

there are students on the exercise      ma-

chines 24/7.  

 

Small generators will be installed under 

each desk in the dorms so students can 

work the pedals to produce electricity to 

run their computers. 

 

Class rooms will not be lighted.        Stu-

dents will carry small, rechargeable 

flashlights to each class. 

 

Small wind turbines will be erected all 

over the campus to generate electricity 

from any wind on campus.  

 

Larger wind turbines will be placed near 

buildings known for being particularly 

‗windy,‘ such as Brown Hall (Several of 

my consultants at the ‗Jet claimed     

Huntington Admin Building is actually 

windier, but a quick vote nailed it: the 

most wind comes from Brown.) 

 

Only ‗acoustic‘ musical instruments will 

be allowed in concerts at Orvis. No    

electric ‗rock‘ groups will be allowed. 

 

The college radio station will only   

broadcast acoustic jazz. 

 

Students who wish to listen to music will 

have to learn the words and sign the 

songs themselves instead of using     

electricity to play them. 

 

The Laundromats will be open one hour 

per day. Students are requested to wear 

the same sweats and hoodies all semester 

without washing them. (While this may 

be a problem for some students, most 

engineering students will not notice this 

change.)  

 

These are the main points of my ‗energy 

saving‘ plan to make Camp Alfred      

sustainable. This plan will save so much 

money that Camp Alfred should ‗go on 

forever‘ or at least until fall 2012,   

whichever comes first.   

 

But this is just the beginning. When the 

president gives you a special assignment, 

he wants results! So this is just Phase 

One of my plan to save energy here. I 

don‘t want to give away too much of 

Phase Two this early, but here‘s a hint: 

Camp Alfred happens to sit on thousands 

of feet of Marcellus shale. 

 

Some of you are saying, ―What? Who 

cares?‖ But I hear a few of the smarter 

ones saying, ―Hmmm, Marcellus shale…

This could be just what Camp Alfred 

needs. A little fracking here, a little 

fracking there, and pretty soon, Camp 

Alfred will be the best fracking campus 

in the SUNY system!!   

is more than just the first football game 

of the year, and ASC recognizes that the 

weekend can be a fun, college-wide 

bonding event.  Many events have been 

planned that are not even connected to 

the football game.  There's a dodge ball 

tournament, a talent show, Gold Rush 

(that sounds like an enriching experience, 

doesn‘t it?), Greek Game Show, a huge 

Tailgating Party, and a late night party 

after the game. And that's just on Satur-

day. Homecoming weekend is a time to 

get together with ASC friends, have your 

family visit, and maybe meet new people 

from the freshman class or trans-

fers.  Even if you are already a friendly 

person, like I am, here‘s a chance to meet 

lots of new people in a short space of 

time and in just a few close-together 

places. I‘ll admit I used to be a ‗bah, 

humbug!‘ kind of person about home-

coming in high school, and my ASC 

school spirit has amounted to next to 

nothing, but this is a new year and a new 

homecoming. Maybe I‘ll take part some 

of these activities, see what all the fuss 

is about and maybe, just maybe, get 

swept up in school spirit. I hope to see 

all my old friends there, and to make 

new friends, too!  Look for me on Satur-

day! 
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Animal House essentially pioneered the 

idea of the ―college movie‖. Nowadays, 

we have movies about college life,     

college parties, college sexual exploits, 

and college road trips, whereas Animal 

House has it all. The film opens with two 

incoming Freshman trying to get into a 

nice upstanding frat, but they end up 

settling for the ―worst house on campus‖, 

Delta Tau Chi. ―Worst house on        

campus‖ is meant to be a term used only 

by the authority, because despite their 

behavior, the Deltas are our heroes in 

this movie. People who call them the 

―worst‖ are just trying to put down that 

college need for adventure that we all 

have. Essentially, the movie makes you 

wish your college was this cool. 

 

Very shortly into the movie, we find out 

that alcohol is going to be a major     

recurring element. The characters start 

out the movie with a massive party, 

where beer is thrown everywhere as if 

it‘s water. The director even commented 

that he had people behind the cameras 

randomly throwing bottles or other 

things at the characters just to add to the 

atmosphere. The result is that this scene 

plays out like some kind of twisted adult 

amusement park, and it‘s awesome. We 

find out though, that this lifestyle does, 

in fact, threaten the characters‘ academic 

standing. The dean sternly reports that 

almost every one of them has a 0.0 GPA. 

This leads to another example of ―things 

we wish we could get away with‖. The 

characters have literally no grade point 

average, yet the only result of this is the 

entire house being put on ―double secret 

probation‖, which is basically absolutely 

meaningless in this world. They don‘t 

change a single aspect of their lives to 

accommodate it. The entire movie is 

basically them partying hard and doing 

crazy things, all building up to their 

homecoming parade. Let‘s just say that 

the parade does not end up being a 

change of pace, either. 

 

Despite the very prominent atmosphere, 

the movie‘s real strong point is its     

characters. They all have nicknames, 

By Kyle J. Bowman 

serving the atmosphere even more. Bluto, 

played by the late John Belushi, is the 

poster child for the movie. He is the    

biggest degenerate of them all, being      

completely drunk most of the time. His 

most memorable moments include     

starting a food fight and peeking into a 

sorority window with a giant ladder. The 

smooth playboy leader, Otter, is the one 

who truly holds the film together. He is 

always there with an idea to keep his 

friends doing something fun, most     

notably the road trip around halfway 

through the movie. He is also the one to 

give an inspirational speech near the end 

to keep everyone from giving up when 

they are faced with getting thrown out of 

college. Also, he seduces the dean‘s wife. 

Finally there are the two freshman, Pinto 

and Flounder. They are there to be put in 

awkward situations. Flounder‘s car gets 

totaled, and Pinto accidentally hooks up 

with the mayor‘s daughter. They        

represent a classic ‗fish out of water‘ for 

the first half of the movie, but ultimately, 

they end up joining in and finding real 

friends in the Delta house. There are 

more characters as well, but I‘m running 

out of space here. The rest of them serve 

the atmosphere. There are two who    

represent the ‗on and off‘ college       

relationship, and one crazy biker who 

always has a way of doing insane things. 

 

This movie is a character movie, wherein 

the atmosphere ties it all together. I    

mentioned before that it basically        

pioneered the idea of a college movie. 

This is because it contains all the       

elements of one. It takes every possible 

―problem‖ that a college could ever have, 

and rolls them all up into one movie 

about the most insane college on the face 

of the Earth. It is one of my personal 

favorite comedies in existence. Even in 

the face of extremely serious situations, it 

always goes for a joke. The characters 

are what allow this to happen. We want 

to see them go for the joke. The Delta 

house that we know by the end of the 

movie would not let a situation ever get 

serious. That is just how they approach 

life, by keeping it light and fun at all 

times. 

Aries: Try and get more sleep than 

you're used to, you have a nasty habit of 

falling asleep in awkward places and 

you don't want to have to explain to 

your boss why you've got a duck drawn 

on your forehead in Sharpie.  

 

Taurus: Your health is ruled by your 

head. This should be slightly unnerving 

since your head is already pretty     

damaged. You need to keep as many of 

your marbles as possible. 

 

Gemini: Shopping may seem like the 

best way to feel better, but it isn‘t. If 

you keep spending like that every time 

you have a bad day, you‘re going to end 

up homeless and broke. 

 

Cancer: You thought it'd be really cool 

to sneak a pet mouse into your room, 

and it was for a while! What isn't cool is 

that now you've got 15 baby mice and 

nowhere to put them. Try to resist     

putting them in your friend's bed.  

 

Leo: A sizzling affair is in the near   

future. This, of course, is a lot more 

likely to be a chicken fajita dinner     

rather than a hot and sexy secret        

rendezvous, but hey, you never know. 

 

Virgo: Try not to get too upset when 

you don't get invited to dinner one day 

by your friends. You can always       

pretend they're at your least favorite 

restaurant eating your least favorite 

food, but it's more likely they forgot 

about you.  

Libra: Act enthusiastic about something, 

even if you‘re totally not happy about 

doing it. People are sick and tired of your 

bad attitude, so stop yourself from 

launching into a whiney tirade and just 

say, ‗That sounds great!‘ 

 

Scorpio: You don‘t need any factors to 

aggravate your already bad mood, so 

make sure to keep your brain in check. 

That means keep a bottle of booze with 

you at all times. You can go back to  

reality whenever.  

 

Sagittarius: We all know how great of a 

dancer you aren't, everyone just         

encourages you so they can laugh about 

you behind your back.  

 

Capricorn: You may have just come to 

the realization that you're not happy with 

any aspect of your life. It'll take you 

about a year to get everything settled 

back together. Become more patient.  

 

Aquarius:  It's almost as if you're a   

serene state in a world of chaos, like 

meditating in a mosh pit. Sadly, you're 

not nearly that cool, you just finally    

realized that you have to force yourself to 

accept things, like being a bit of a nerd.  

 

Pisces: Find a way to open your mind to 

new possibilities. If you can‘t do it     

naturally, you can always resort to     

techniques used by the hippies in the 

‗60s. Putting a flower in your hair will 

really do the trick.  
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Famous Quote 

 

―The human body has two ends on it: one 

to create with and one to sit on. Sometimes 

people get their ends reversed. When this 

happens they need a kick in the seat of the 

pants.‖ 

 

-Theodore Roosevelt  

A Fighters Fight 

 

What must we prove? 

 

Why spend hours training for 

something we may end up never 

experiencing? 

 

Why train for hours at a time to 

develop things that you may never 

truly need or use? 

 

Why must we pit ourselves 

against someone we don‘t even 

really know just to say yes I am 

better? 

 

When will enough be enough to 

know that yes you are and its all 

down hill from here? 

 

Why does someone have to pit 

their will against yours to know 

that you are the better? 

 

Because a fighters fight is the dif-

ference between seeing and be-

lieving, it‘s the difference between 

guessing and knowing. 

 

By Afro Punk 

Heavens Light 

 

It shines ever so bright with the 

radiance of the sun and the 

warmth of a lovers embrace. 

 

Some say it‘s just the sun but, I 

know it‘s truth and when its light  

shines on our world only then can 

its truth be seen. 

 

Its light is a rare occurrence, but 

when you see with your own eyes 

you will never forget the sight. 

 

When you get in its embrace, there 

is a feeling of rejuvenation and life 

almost as being born again. 

 

And when you see it pierce the 

darkest of clouds you will know 

its power and might and see the 

truth of heavens light. 

 

By Afro Punk 

When my father was growing up, all he 

ever wanted to be was a part of the APD. 

My grandfather was on the force for 25 

years; he used to come home and tell 

amazing stories of things he did or 

friends of his did in the force. That was 

of course, before all the shit really went 

down in the city. Two years before my 

grandfather retired, the economy took a 

nose dive. My grandfather got out before 

the real   impact was felt on the city, but 

my father who proudly followed my   

grandfather into the APD two years    

before things got bad felt the majority of 

the affects. The city began to take on 

massive debt; this hit most of the  people 

hard as the cost of living went up and 

peoples' salaries did not. You can      

imagine how this made people feel; there 

were on and off riots a lot, vandalism, 

and as you can imagine, crime was on 

the rise. It was tough growing up in this 

former metropolis. My father            

moonlighted as a security guard to make 

ends meet. My mother, well she died 

giving birth to me, and if that‘s not bad 

enough we lived near the sordids. 

 

A cop can‘t actually be a cop and live in 

the sordids. He wouldn‘t survive a year. 

The sordids were the slums of the city; 

they took on that name after people 

could begin to tell that they were in the 

sordids by the smell of trash and an even 

fainter smell of blood.  We may have not 

lived in the sordids, but that did not 

mean that their troubles would not spill 

on to the street and spread. I remember 

this one time when I was a kid when 

there was a riot in the sordids and my 

father had to go on duty to work as one 

of the riot    police.  I was left home with 

a friend of the family.  The riot went on 

for three days, and on the third day the 

riot hit my neighborhood. 

 

By Afro Punk 

I'll never forget the sounds and things 

that I saw on the TV. I had nightmares 

for 2 months after those riots. I saw the 

look on my dad's face when he got 

home after it all, and I could tell that he 

was starting to lose faith in this city. I 

had to grow up a bit fast through the 

depression. There was so much crime 

happening all around me so, it became 

the only way to really survive. Riots 

became more the norm as the years 

passed and the APD became           

overwhelmed with time and, so did my 

father. He became somewhat sick in 

2045 when I was seventeen so, I stayed 

home from college to help him recover, 

but it was going to take time and    

money to help him. So, I got odd jobs 

where I could to help out, but the     

depression was still hitting hard, and 

many public services were striking and 

getting laid off, and crime was at its 

high point. 

 

There was at least a mugging every 

four hours, a shooting every other day, 

and a murder at least twice a week. 

This went on for two years until in 

2047 a major  technology and private 

security company called Masstech  

made a deal to privatize the police and 

in conjunction with a company called 

Baitman Mergers and Acquisitions 

helped get the city back on its feet. 

 

People saw this as a Godsend. My   

father said something that I would   

never forget, ―The people of this city 

just traded their lives for a quick fix‖. I 

wanted to keep the tradition of men in 

my family on the APD so, I joined 

when I was 20 in 2050 and people may 

say that things have gotten better from 

then on, but I just think to myself thank 

God the ones that are better off don‘t 

see Akuma City from my eyes. 

Time  

 

Time 

 

A mistress of the cruelest sort 

Moving onward forever  

Allowing no pauses  

No Breaks  

 

Time 

 

Fresh experiences becoming stale  

Losses aplenty  

Changes ever frequent  

Failures abound  

 

Time  

 

Fleeting and instant  

Monotonous and sluggish 

Abiding only by its rules  

Ignoring pleas  

 

Time  

 

 

By Michael Pezzulo 

Unchanging   

 

When a new style comes along 

A new way of doing things  

A new look on life  

Rejection  is the easiest reaction  

 

No attempting to adapt  

Unable to see the positives  

Only longing for the old  

For the normal and routine  

 

Reacting with such repulsion  

Creates disallows the new  

Blinds you of what could become 

The new old 

 

Open mindedness  

Keeping the hammer of judgment  

Aside till later a date 

Is beneficial in the long run   

 

By Michael Pezzulo 
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Members of the Alfred State College 

community conducted a solemn          

ceremony Friday in remembrance of the 

10-year anniversary of 9-11 and the    

attacks on the twin towers of the World 

Trade Center, the Pentagon, and the 

plane crash in Shanksville (crash site of 

United 93), the three-pronged terrorist 

attack that shook our nation. SUNY    

Distinguished Professor Jim Grillo, who 

is also a Marine combat veteran of     

Vietnam, served as orator for the event. 

During his remarks, Grillo noted that the 

―horrific acts of a few were surpassed by 

the heroic acts of the many.‖ College 

President Dr. John M. Anderson told the 

assemblage of faculty, staff, students, fire 

fighters, and law enforcement            

organizations, including the Allegany 

Sheriff‘s Department, NYS Police, and 

ASC University Police: ―We assemble 

today to honor and demonstrate our     

unyielding gratitude to those who not 

only lost their lives on 9-11, but to all of 

those who have fallen in the pursuit of 

freedom and democracy. We honor those 

heroes and we have every right to      

remember all of the victims who passed 

that day as heroes. They died because–in 

the words of their attackers– they were 

Americans. They died because of how 

they lived–as free men and women, 

proud of our freedom, proud of our   

country, and proud of our country‘s   

enduring cause—the cause of human 

freedom.‖ In addition to ASC speakers, 

student Kiefer Puma, Brooklyn, a junior 

in the college‘s construction management 

engineering technology program, told the 

very personal and touching story of   

losing his mother in the attack on the 

towers when he was just 10 years old. 

Benjamin Knopf, Bloomfield, a student 

in the college‘s building trades: building 

construction program played a very   

moving bagpipe rendition of ―Amazing 

Grace.‖ Additionally, Laurie DeMott, 

pastor of the Union University Church, 

Alfred, gave the invocation and         

benediction. A release of 12               

helium-filled (biodegradable latex)     

balloons concluded the tribute.  

Five members of the Alfred State       

College professional staff recently      

returned from a week-long trip to Minot, 

ND, where they participated in flood 

relief efforts. What follows is a first-

person account of the trip. 

 

After a 25-hour drive, the five-member 

Alfred State volunteer team pulled into 

Minot on Friday morning and went to the 

coordination center, housed in the Minot 

Public Library. After changing clothes, 

Chanel Wright, executive assistant to the 

college president; Liz Raterman,       

director, Multicultural Affairs; Deb 

Mayes, staff assistant, Technology     

Services; Scott Bingham, officer,       

University Police, and I (Greg Sammons, 

University Police Chief) went directly to 

two assigned addresses to join work 

teams in progress. The organization   

supplied the masks and tools. 

 

While the addresses might change day-to

-day, the work in each home was        

essentially the same: remove all drywall 

and flooring right down to the studs and 

sub-flooring, de-nail the walls, floors, 

and ceilings, and remove and carry     

debris to piles within 10 feet of the street 

curb. In the basements, the work was 

much darker and more physically taxing: 

not only did we remove saturated      

insulation, drywall and nails, but we also 

shoveled and carried out the muck that 

had covered the cellar floors and      

seemingly everything else below ground 

level. Looking at largely empty streets, 

debris piles, and the amount of          

destruction, the group was in agreement 

that Minot was the most under-reported 

American tragedy of the year. 

 

With close to 4,000 homes flooded and 

severely damaged (This community was 

one of the areas hardest hit by the    

flooding of the Souris River in late June, 

when 10,000 residents of Minot were 

forced to flee from the worst flood seen 

in over 130 years. The prolonged     

flooding has displaced a quarter of the 

area‘s population and devastated more 

than 4,100 properties) and fewer than 

400 homeowners reportedly having flood 

insurance, the homeowners were left 

with few choices: (1) with equity or clear 

ownership, sell the house ‗as is‘ to    

recover as much of the investment as 

possible, (2) repair and rebuild the house 

through personal funds or a loan, or (3) 

with little equity or a big mortgage, walk 

away and declare bankruptcy. 

 

The Souris (Fr. for Mouse) River comes 

from Canada and after passing Minot, 

makes its way back north into Canada. 

When record-setting waters threatened 

Canadian communities, dams were 

opened up and the water was sent to 

Minot. Warned in advance, people    

abandoned their homes which received 

historic amounts of water that surged 

well past all attempts to build the river 

banks higher and futile attempts to erect 

sandbags. With waterlines visible as high 

as 10 feet above ground level on some 

homes, the damage was extreme. Many 

homeowners started to gut their homes 

themselves, but became overwhelmed. 

The people in this area are both proud 

and resourceful – but they clearly need 

help. 

 

All volunteers working with All Hands 

(hands.org) worked until 4:30 or 5 p.m. 

Each night, the organization holds a 

mandatory team meeting at 7 p.m.     

followed by dinner prepared by         

volunteers who take turns with all chores 

required to keep the facility humming 

along. At every meeting, the project 

leader recaps the day‘s events, hears 

reports from the team leaders on their 

day‘s activities (each house had a team 

leader), sets up assignments for the    

following day, and allows people to give 

―shout-outs‖ in recognition of volunteers 

spotted working especially hard or doing 

something special. 

 

Alfred State got an immediate         

―shout-out‖ at the first meeting for     

driving 25 hours and going directly to 

work at a job site. 

 

On the meeting room wall, under the 

organization banner, is a compelling 

project ‗scoreboard‘ that illustrates the 

number of volunteers who have passed 

through, the cumulative number of     

volunteer hours contributed, and a rough 

cost estimate based on prevailing laborer 

wages that reveals the amount of money 

the project has saved the residents of 

Minot. Also on the board are the next 

day‘s assignments and volunteer sign-up 

sheets for meal preparation, tool cleanup, 

and safety notices about the project. 

 

The team met very few victims of the 

flood directly. Most were displaced, of-

ten living outside Minot because there 

are so few available places to live in 

Minot. One afternoon, while we were 

gutting a home, two women slowly 

pulled their car to the curb outside of the 

house. The first woman looked upset and 

walked to the backyard. The second   

cautiously approached and peered inside. 

As it turns out, these sisters grew up in 

the house. Although they no longer 

owned it, the damage was still painful for 

them to see. They were very appreciative 

that volunteers had traveled so far to help 

with the relief efforts. An hour after   

leaving, and despite not being directly 

affected by the flood damage, the sisters 

returned and tried to present us with a 

$100 gift card. While formal policy 

doesn‘t allow volunteers to directly    

accept donations, the team leader came 

out and took the card back to the base, 

entrusting it to the project leader for the 

benefit of the shelter. 

 

As of the week of the Alfred State     

response, the American Red Cross still 

had 130 Minot residents living in       

emergency shelters. The Salvation Army    

Disaster Services meal van travels the 

largely empty residential streets giving 

out hot meals but is slated to leave on 

Sept. 11. All Hands will cease its        

operation on Oct. 1. Multiple faith-based 

relief organizations continue their work 

but will also likely slow their response 

efforts with winter around the corner. 

FEMA trailers were still arriving and a 

home the Alfred State volunteers helped 

gut was finally getting a FEMA trailer on 

the day of our departure. Winter is      

approaching in northern North Dakota 

and there is a scramble to finish gutting 

as many homes as possible before     

freezing temperatures halt the ability to 

get the job done. Some residents fear an 

October flood. Others will simply fear 

―spring‖ for many years to come.      

Strategies to prevent future flood damage 

include talk of straightening the river to 

bypass residential areas or raising the 

riverbank walls yet higher. 

 

All Hands manages to accomplish great 

things with minimal bureaucracy.      

Because they don‘t charge people to   

volunteer, don‘t have a minimum time 

commitment, do house and feed the    

volunteers on site, expenses for the    

volunteers are very low. All Hands    

estimates its daily cost to maintain a   

volunteer at $15. With the average      

volunteer contributing $100-$200 in   

labor per day, the format becomes a force 

multiplier and an incredible return that 

All Hands believes exceeds 800% return 

on investment. The personal volunteer 

costs are essentially getting there. 

 

Because many contractors are reportedly 

quoting homeowners prices in the       

thousands (allegedly as high as $10,000) 

to gut, de-nail, and de-muck the home, 

our team estimates that our members 

completed the work equivalent to gutting 

one complete home. Coming home tired, 

muscles sore, both mentally rewarded 

and exhausted, with a re-energized faith 

in the human spirit, the team agreed that 

the trip was well worth it. 

By UP Chief Greg Sammons  

OFFICER BINGHAM MAKES ONE OF MANY TRIPS 

WHILE MUCKING OUT HOUSES IN MINOT, ND.  

Want to join the Tor 

Echo Staff? 

Meetings are at 5pm on       

Tuesdays in the Orvis            

Conference room 



 

THE TOR ECHO September 19th, 2011 TE 6 

 



 

THE TOR ECHO September 19th, 2011 TE 7 

 

 

Outdoor Recreation Club 
offers 

 

Downhill Mountain Bike  

Two-day trip 
Swain Center, NY 

 

Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011 

and 

Sunday, Oct. 9, 2011 

 

Cost:  

$20/trip if you mt. bike both days. 

$15/day if you mt. bike just one day. 

(w/college ID, cash only, meal punch) 

 (cost includes bag lunch, transportation) 

 

You will need to have your own front suspension  

mountain bike 

 

Sign-up for trip: 

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2011 

7 p.m. 

ORC Rental Room, MacKenzie Complex 

 

Alfred University students are welcome! 

Questions, call:  

Andy Bayus – 587-4329 
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Hit the ground r u n n i n g®. . . 

All students seeking a degree in          

December 2011 must apply for           

graduation.  All students completing 

degree requirements this semester must 

apply for a diploma, whether they plan to 

attend a commencement ceremony or 

not.  This has nothing to do with the 

commencement ceremony; if you expect 

to get a diploma, then YOU MUST    

APPLY TO GRADUATE.  Information 

regarding the May 2012 Commencement 

ceremony will be sent at a later date.    

  

The deadline to apply for December 

2011 graduation is October 7.  DO NOT 

apply at this time for May 2012         

graduation.  To access the on-line degree 

application, go to the Secure Area in 

Banner Web, select Student Services and 

Financial Aid, then Student Forms, and 

lastly the Graduation Application.   

 

 Students who plan to graduate from 

their current program and who also plan 

to return in the spring in a new program, 

must be readmitted to the college.  These 

students will not be able to register for 

spring 2012 courses until their            

readmission applications have been    

processed through our Admissions Of-

fice.   

  

It is important that all prospective      

graduates contact their advisors or      

department chairs to make sure that they 

have met all graduation require-

ments.  On-line degree evaluation reports 

are available through Banner Web.  The 

evaluation reports can be viewed by    

selecting Student Services and Financial 

Aid, then Student Records, and lastly 

Degree Evaluation.  

  

If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact the Student Records and         

Financial Services Office at                

Records@alfredstate.edu or call          

587-4796. 
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Three first half goals helped the Alfred 

State College women's soccer team to a 4

-0 victory over Jamestown CC on Tues-

day.  The win improves the Lady Pio-

neers to 3-1 on the year with all victories 

coming via shutout. 

 

Jenna Lynn (York) scored two first half 

goals while Lacee Pearl (Olean) netted 

the other.  Taylor Waite (Genesee      

Valley) picked up an assist on Lynn's 

The Alfred State College baseball team 

could not solve defending Region III 

Division III champion Erie CC in a 

WNYAC doubleheader.  The Kats     

defeated ASC 7-1 and 11-2. 

 

In the opener, ECC took advantage of 

five walks and three errors while their 

defense held the Pioneers to just four 

hits.  ASC scored their lone run of the 

game in the 7th, when Dylan Dunn 

(Hornell) scored on a wild pitch after he 

singled and went to third on a double by 

Keegan Pierce (Hornell). 

 

In the nightcap, ASC jumped out to a 2-0 

lead in the top of the 1st but the Kats 

responded with three in the bottom of the 

1st and three more in the 3rd to put the 

game out of reach.  ASC was held to 

seven singles in the contest. 

After a perfect showing at their first  

invitational of the year, the Alfred State 

College women's cross country team 

moved up five spots to the #4 ranking in 

the 2nd NJCAA Division III poll of the 

year. 

 

Alfred State received 290 points and trail 

only Mohawk Valley CC (400), Delhi 

(350), and Ocean CCC (310).  Hudson 

The Alfred State College volleyball team 

swept all three of their matches at the 

Adirondack CC Pod on Saturday. The 

wins improve the Lady Pioneers to 7-3 

overall and 3-0 in Region III Division III 

play. 

 

ASC opened the day with a 25-20, 25-9, 

25-8 victory over Hudson Valley 

CC.  They then defeated host ACC 25-

12, 25-18, 25-17 before finishing the day 

with a 25-12, 25-18, 25-12 victory over 

Fulton Montgomery CC. 

 

Meghan Kraus (Trumansburg) finished 

the day with 32 kills, 16 digs, and seven 

aces while Kay Pfleghardt (Tioga) 

chipped in 22 kills, 17 digs, and two 

aces.  Ashley Hulse (Hammondsport) 

had 21 kills, 10 aces, and three blocks, 

Mandy Bush (Altoona, PA) passed out 

78 assists and had 17 digs, and Kara   

Anderson (Ontario) had 31 digs and four 

aces. 

The Alfred State College men's soccer 

team could not find the back of the net as 

they fell 1-0 to Jefferson CC on Saturday 

afternoon.  The Pioneers offense has yet 

to get going as the team has scored two 

goals in their first three games (0-2-1). 

 

Jefferson scored the lone goal of the 

game with 34:29 remaining in the      

contest.  ASC held a 11 to 9 shot       

advantage for the contest. 

 

Nick Smith (Arport) made eight saves 

for the Pioneers. 

Valley CC, Suffolk CCC, Herkimer 

CCC, CC of Rhode Island, Broome CC, 

and Queensborough CC round out the top 

ten. 

 

The Lady Pioneers scored a perfect 10 at 

the ASC Invitational this past weekend. 

ASC had the top five finishers in the 

event led by Kim Lupo (Auburn)        

winning the event. 

first goal while Katherine George 

(Genesee Valley) assisted on Lynn's  

second. 

 

Danielle Henry (Arkport) scored the lone 

goal of the second half. 

 

ASC held a 16 shots on goal while JCC 

had just two.  Simone Delaney (Canisteo 

Greenwood) recorded her 3rd shutout 

with two saves. 

Women's Cross Country runner Kim   

Lupo (Auburn) and volleyball player 

Ashley Hulse (Hammondsport) have 

been named the Alfred State College  

athletes of the week selected by the 

Sports Information office. 

 

Lupo led the Lady Pioneers to a perfect 

score and the victory at the ASC         

Invitational on Saturday.  She won the 5k 

race in 22:37.85. 

 

Hulse helped the Lady Pioneers to a 4-1 

overall record this week.  She recorded 

42 kills, 19 digs, 15 blocks (12 solo), and 

10 service aces.  Hulse had a .340 hitting 

percentage for the week. 


