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RALLY IN THE VALLEY 

STUDENTS LINE THE CDH GATHERING PLACE STAIRCASE TO TAKE 
PART IN THE SECOND RALLY IN THE VALLEY ON OCTOBER 28TH 

(ALEX NOWAK) 

See NYE Page 7 

 Elaine Nye first came to 
Alfred State College in 1993 as 
an assistant professor of Mathe-
matics.  Little did anyone know 
at the time, that she would pro-
ceed to embark on a stellar and 
highly influential tour of duty 
that would profoundly impact the 
lives of thousands of students and 
faculty here at Alfred State Col-
lege. 
 Her list of extraordinary 
achievements is long and impres-
sive.  She was the curriculum co-
ordinator for Pre Environmental 
Science and Forestry.  She was a 
former Chair of Faculty Senate’s 
Nominations, Elections, and 
Governance Committee.  She was 
the NYSMATYC campus repre-
sentative and was the NYS-
MATYC Math Contest coordina-
tor.  She was heavily involved 
with ASC mathematics general 

education assessment as well as 
curriculum and course develop-
ment.  She was a member of Fac-
ulty Senate’s Promotion Com-
mittee, the Orvis Award Com-
mittee, the Academic Integrity 
Committee, the Safety Net Initia-
tive Committee, and several 
Math & Physics departmental 
search and tenure committees.  
She was nominated for the 
Freshman Advocate Award and 
the Chancellor’s Award for the 
Excellence of Teaching. The list 
of her accomplishments goes on. 
 Her most crowning 
achievement in my mind was the 
coordination of the Math Lab 
ever since she took the responsi-
bility in 1996.  Student learning 
and guidance were so important 
to her that she took exquisite 
care of the Math Lab.  For her, it 
was a great source of pride and 
joy.  Any student that’s ever 
spent any time getting extra help 
in SDC 102 has Professor Nye to 
thank for its very existence.  In 
fact, I feel it is only fitting that 

one day there be an official dedi-
cation of the Math Lab and per-
haps a memoriam or a re-
naming of the Math Lab in her 
honor. 
 Words, however, really 
cannot truly express the amount 
of commitment and dedication 
that she exhibited during her 
extensive and very distin-
guished career at Alfred 
State.  The teaching growth and 
experience that I have person-
ally attained in my ten years 
here at ASC are due in large 
part to Professor Nye.  The ef-
fects of her wisdom and valuable 
mentoring simply cannot be 
measured.  She was a beloved 
and well-respected member of 
the Math & Physics department 
and she will be forever missed. 
 My biggest regret now 
is that I never got to tell her 
these things.  I never told her 
how much absolute respect I 
had for her.  I never told her 
how much she meant to me. 
So Elaine, if you’re somewhere 
listening, I want you to know… 
 
 

I will miss your sarcasm. 
I will miss your sense of humor.   
Who can ever forget seeing you 
walk around campus on Hallow-
een with that black spider in your 
silver hair, carrying around a ce-
real box penetrated with plastic 
knives?  (Nobody was a better 

serial killer!) 
 

I will miss your intensity. 
I will miss your exuberance. 

I will miss your passion. 
I will miss your spirit. 

 
Rest in peace, Elaine. 

You had an amazing ride. 
 

Sincerely,  
Your friend and colleague, 

Allen Raish 
 

“Elaine had a joke or quote for 
every occasion.  She was a caring 
wife and mother, a dedicated edu-

cator, and a dear friend.”  
– Mark D’Arcy 

PROFESSOR NYE  (SECOND FROM LEFT) PRESENTS THE NYSMATYC 
MATH CONTEST AWARD TO STUDENT KYLER STAR IN FALL 2007.  

OTHERS IN THE PHOTO ARE (L TO R) PROFESSOR MARK D’ARCY, NYE, 
STAR, PROFESSOR ED BURNS AND EARL PACKARD (MATH/ PHYSICS 

DEPARTMENT CHAIR).  
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ASC.EDU 
BY MIKE DEVILLE 

THE TOR ECHO 

TOUGH GUYS: 5, MACKENZIE 
BLOCKS: 0 

BY NEIL BENEDICT 
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESDIENT FOR 

STUDENT LIFE 

“AROUND THE HOUSE” 
BY DREW LITTLE 

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST 

My English teacher fi-
nally got to me last week!  

Every class, all semester, 
it’s “how big is your carbon foot-
print? Your carbon footprint is 
disgusting, Deville! You’re killlin’ 
the planet, Deville, you and your 
big carbon footprint!!” 

OK, maybe I had a big 
carbon footprint once, but that’s 
water under the dam. Mea culpa, 
for God’s sake! 

Actually, just last week I 
was hanging with some friends at 
TC down on Main Street, and 
after about three Triple Espresso 
Americanos, the subject of carbon 
footprints came up. You know 
how guys are. Immediately it was 
a contest: who’s got the biggest 
carbon footprint? I don’t want to 
bore you with the ugly details, so 
let’s just say most of us admitted 
that we had bigger carbon foot-
prints back when we were 17 or 
18, if you know what I mean.  

But now, it seems like 
every other teacher and nearly 
news story is whining about 
‘carbon footprint, carbon foot-
print!’ Only my business profs are 
cool about this. One of them likes 
to say, “It’s nobody’s damn busi-
ness how big my carbon footprint 
is. It’s between my wife and me.” 
Another business prof I know 
says, “The day the government 
asks me how big my carbon foot-
print is, that’s the day I’m mov-
ing to Mexico, where they don’t 
care HOW BIG a man’s carbon 
footprint is!” 

OK, but seriously, I get it 
now. Every time I burn another 
tank full of gas, I’m driving an-
other nail in the environment’s 
coffin. But here’s the deal: I’ve 
seen the light. I am a changed 
guy. Sure, last year my ride was a 
big, old, black Caddy Escalade 
with a V-8 big enough to eat Chi-
cago for breakfast, then have 
Hornell for a mid-morning snack. 
Jeeze, just thinking about that 
Escalade is probably making my 
carbon footprint bigger! 

But hey, we all live on 
this same planet, right? Last se-
mester, my English prof made us 
all watch Al Gore’s movie about 
our dying planet. And I’ve gotta 
tell you, it made an impression on 
me.  As soon as classes ended last 
spring, I took that big, beautiful 
Caddy off the road. When 
Obama’s Cash for Clunkers pro-
gram started, I took my Escalade 
down to my dealer, got my 
$4500, and let them melt that 
big, beautiful V-8 down. They 

figured that could make about 
five Ford Focuses from just the 
metal in my Escalade. 

But wait, there’s more. I 
was so moved by Al Gore’s mes-
sage about big carbon footprints 
that I spent the summer flying 
to environmental conferences all 
over the country.  I must have 
flown 20,000 miles just this 
summer. For awhile, I followed 
Big Al Gore himself to hear him 
speak over and over.  

Funny story: After 
about the fifth time in one week 
that I showed up at a different 
conference to hear Gore talk 
about saving the planet, he rec-
ognized me and invited me to 
fly with him to the next confer-
ence on his private jet! Whoa! 
Now that man knows how to 
fly! Gulfstream G550 with all 
the toys! If I wasn’t so serious 
about shrinking my carbon foot-
print, I wouldn’t mind flying in 
a private jet just like Al Gore. 

But hey, after a summer 
of flying around the country to 
hear Al Gore talk about saving 
the planet, I am SO ready to 
shrink my carbon footprint. I 
took my ‘Clunker Cash’ and 
bought a Prius Hybrid. Now, I 
admit I don’t really need a car at 
all as long as I’m a student here 
at Camp Alfred. I mean, every-
where around here is about a 
five minute walk. 

So I don’t really need a 
car here at all, but I figure that 
if I drive a Prius Hybrid around 
Alfred, I’ll be making a state-
ment that says, “I really care 
about the planet.” And I’ll fi-
nally get my English prof off 
my back, too. Plus, if I’m driv-
ing a Prius Hybrid, I can drive 
about twice as much as I did in 
my Caddy on the same amount 
of gasoline. Nice, eh?  

It’s pretty much a win-
win-win situation for Deville 
now. I get my eco-sensitive 
teacher off my back, I get to feel 
superior to everyone else when I 
drive by in my gas-sipping hy-
brid, and the best part: I get to 
drive double the miles I used to 
drive in my Caddy Clunker last 
year on the same amount of gas.  

In a few weeks, I’ll be 
flying out to California again to 
hear Al Gore talk about the en-
vironment. About 10,000 people 
are expected to drive to hear his 
speech that night. As long as 
Gore can get thousands of peo-
ple to drive to his speeches, I’ll 
know this country is headed in 
the right direction! • 

As I was walking back to 
my office the other day, I was 
astounded that the previously 
indomitable MacKenzie Blocks of 
Concrete had apparently suffered 
a resounding defeat at the hands 
of a mysterious, yet-to-be deter-
mined assailant. The "Blocks," 
thought to be the toughest com-
ponents of a structurally sound 
wall, lay there on the ground in 
defeat; the wall next to them, 
obviously saddened by their loss. 
OK, enough literary sarcasm... 
 It's sad to me, that stu-

dents feel the need to perpetrate 
such senseless vandalism where 
they live. These concrete blocks 
will be repaired. Unfortunately, 
the funds used will come from a 
finite pot of money that could 
have been used to paint lounges 
and rooms, buy new light fix-
tures, improve stair treads, or 
replace doors. Vandalism hurts 
everyone! If you see someone 
damaging college or personal 
property, call University Police 
at 607.587.3999 (ext. 3999 from 
any campus phone). Don't turn 
your back. You share in the cost 
of every item stolen or damaged. 
Stand up for your rights. Report 
vandals! • 
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goodmagj@alfredstate.edu 

Opinion 
BY GAVIN GOODMAN 

THE TOR ECHO 

I keep trying to put a 
positive spin on the “Rally in the 
Valley 2” and sadly, I have been 
unable to think of anything; so 
here is my honest opinion: “it 
stunk.”  I reported on the first 
rally which was held last Spring 
and I had hoped to see an im-
provement, but this lunchtime 
rally seemed to have only bored 
the hungry crowd. Now I hate 
being negative or overly critical 
about others work, especially 
when I know how much stress 
and effort was put into making 
the project happen, even if the 
execution was poorly handled.  

“Last year’s rally was 
better.” That is the general con-
sensus of the returning students. 
This year the rally seemed 
rushed and poorly preformed. 
The advertisements were ineffec-
tive in educating the student 
population about what the issues 
were and seemed to be out only 
over a week before the event. The 
Student Senate did not take into 
account the fact that with our 
large freshmen class this year 
many students had no idea what 
the Rally was about.  Many stu-
dents opted to go into the Ter-
race instead of listening to the 
speeches. 

 Hey, don’t get me 
wrong, you win some and you 
lose some and I commend the 
Student Senate for their work in 
putting on the rally and “joining 
the voices of our peers across the 
state”. I think the main reason 

the rally failed was that the Stu-
dent Senate is just barking up 
the wrong tree trying to get the 
general population of ASC ex-
cited. I have witnessed extreme 
apathy in many of the students at 
Alfred State both returning and 
new freshmen, usually because 
they are just too tired to go cam-
pus events or join student or-
ganizations. The students here 
are simply not the activist type.  

The event felt like the 
Student Senate was trying to 
mirror last years rally, but I 
don’t think last years rally was at 
the apex of civil disobedience 
either. There was too much ef-
fort into avoiding the criticism of 
last year, that the event was a 
completely student organized 
event and not enough was put 
into making the event effective. I 
don’t care that we received criti-
cism last year that the admini-
stration organized the rally.  At 
least last year the rally looked 
somewhat professional.   

Like I said I am have 
some trouble putting a positive 
spin on this. 

The fact is the only effec-
tive thing that we as students 
can do is vote. We can vote for a 
governor that sees the value in a 
well-founded public education 
system and not a large slush 
fund that he can use to fill the 
deficit. But alas this article will 
come out after the election and it 
will be too late for the results to 
be changed; so lets hope that the 
students of Alfred voted and got 
their voices heard. 

My money’s on the idea 
that they didn’t though. • 

TOPIC: RALLY IN THE VALLEY PART TWO 

Opinion 
BY JOE TERRANOVA 

STUDENT TECHNOLOGY CHAIR 
STUDENT SENATE 

THE REAL MEANING OF THE ALFRED STATE 
RALLY 

Several days before the 
October 28th rally at Alfred 
State I opened the latest issue of 
the Tor Echo. Looking through 
the paper I can across an article 
that came very close to my 
heart, and many others on cam-
pus. The article entitled “Rally, 
No Rally” seemed to pop off the 
page at me. Since I firmly be-
lieved in the rally, and what it 
stood for, why would someone 
else not want to go to the rally? 
I understand everyone has their 
personal opinions, and believe 
that people should state their 
opinions, but after sticking my 
own foot in my mouth several 
times in my life, I also have 
learned to make sure the facts 
are correct. As I began to read 
the article it soon became clear 
to me, that some facts were cor-
rect, and some were not. 

Being on the Alfred 
State College Student Senate 
Executive Board and also hav-
ing an ample amount of involve-
ment in the organization of the 
“Rally in the Valley 2”, I hold 
my own judgment, and opinion 
for the cause, and the need for 
this and such rallies across 
SUNY. In this article I do not 
wish to persuade anyone to a 
different idea or opinion on their 
involvement in the rally after 
all, it’s your own opinion. I 
would, however, like to take the 
time and make some incorrect 
facts, correct. I believe everyone 
should know the truth, espe-
cially if they plan on arguing 
against it. That being said, I 
applaud “The Angry Ant” for 
his practice in the first amend-
ment to the constitution, free-
dom of expression. I hope “The 
Angry Ant” did decide to join 
our rally, I also hope he/she 
learned the truth about the 
budget cuts, or if not, he/she 
may learn it through this article. 
 The “Rally in the Valley 
2” was in fact about the possible 
cut of over $800,000 to Alfred 
State’s budget in the next se-
mester.  However, if you do at-
tend this institute only for the 
comedians and performances, 
the good news is that these 
events will not be cut or down-
sized. The money for such 
events is not paid by your tui-
tion, it’s not paid by Albany, it is 
paid for by you, the student 
through your student activities 
fee. I’d like to point out that Al-
bany and Governor Patterson 
never touches the money used 
for campus events. That is your 
Student Activities fees at work. 
Your activities fees are paid at 
the beginning of each semester, 
and turns out to be a whopping 

$92.50 per semester. If you still 
think $92.50 is a lot, think about 
what you get for this money. We 
are able to participate in comedi-
ans, concerts, intramurals sports, 
WETD, and even the Tor Echo. 
Yes, even this newspaper is sup-
ported by your activities fee, 
which is collected and split be-
tween all clubs who submit a 
budget, is then voted on by a fi-
nance committee the Student 
Senate Executive Board, and Col-
lege Wide Contingency. So again 
if you only come to college for 
the events the good news is you 
will have plenty of them. The bad 
news is your education will be at 
risk. 
 While reading more in 
depth into the article “Rally, No 
Rally” I would like to point out 
another inconsistency to the 
facts. The $800,000 in cuts will 
not affect the building of new 
building on campus, and will defi-
nitely not affect the food service 
on campus. The capital used in 
the investment of new buildings, 
such as the townhouses, or the 
new Student Leadership Center 
are funds which are in a separate 
account held by the state, used 
only for these types of projects. 
So, let’s cut the spending on these 
capital projects, and see what 
happens, Alfred State College 
would lose potential students to 
universities with more beautiful 
campuses. Jobs will be also lost. 
For example, if you look back to 
the early 1930’s during the great 
depression work was found for 
people with government work 
projects such as the Hoover Dam 
and other grand projects. These 
projects like the ones at Alfred 
State College keep people em-
ployed through hard times. If you 
want to cut spending on these, I 
hope you’re not attending college 
for Construction Management. 
The capital for meal service how-
ever, does go through Albany. 
Not only do I sit in a position on 
the Student Senate Executive 
Board here at Alfred State Col-
lege, but I also sit as a member 
on the Board of Directors for 
A.C.E.S. For those who do not 
know, A.C.E.S. is the not-for-
profit company in charge of meal 
service, telecommunication, and 
transportation, among other 
things for this campus. The 
money they receive goes to Al-
bany, which is then sent here to 
Alfred State College for use. This 
money however is not touched by 
Albany, just simply held. So 
again, I will state, if you are com-
ing to this or other SUNY insti-
tutions for a good meal and good 
entertainment, then yes, the 
budget cuts are in your favor. If 
you are coming to College for a 
real education, I hate to be the 
person to tell you, but you may 
be in trouble. 

See RALLY Page 6 
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MISS US? 

Is there a place on or off campus that you think the Tor 
Echo should deliver to? Let us know and we’ll hook you up. 

 
torecho@alfredstate.edu 

Dr. John 0. Hunter, for-
mer president (1986-93) of Al-
fred State, returned to campus 
on Wednesday, October 28, for 
the ERGO Fall Poetry Reading. 
Hunter, who spent the summer 
in Scotland studying poet 
Robert Burns, recited a Burns 
poem and several poems by stu-
dents at the Red Cloud Indian 
School in South Dakota. A 

ERGO CORNER 

I Am a Tree 
  

I am a tree 
My giant limbs sway in the 

breeze 
My pending death beneath my 

leaves 
My trunk begins to creek 

  
As you chop! Chop! Chop at me 

For my pain you do not see 
I hope to fall upon thee 

But I fall to the ground humble 
and meek 

You welcome me with the 
grinding of metal teeth 

You saw me until I can no 
longer breathe 

Wretched, miserable and lonely 
you leave me 

On a stack in the shed to dry 
Finally, into the black chamber 

you bid me good bye 
You light the match; I’m about 

to die 
My whole being goes up with 

the flames 
And you smile at the warmth of 

my pains 
  

Jacob and Alyssa Mountain • 

Breathe 
 

Inhale and absorb as much as you 
can as quickly as you are able 

Exhale and smile quickly so they 
cannot see that they have ripped 

out your beating heart 
Inhale and hold your smile so 

they cannot see the pain you are 
feeling 

Exhale and make a joke about 
what they have told you 

Inhale and bite that quivering lip.  
They do not deserve your tears, 

ever. 
Exhale, turn and walk away hold-

ing your head high not letting 
them see your body 

shaking 
Inhale to keep your screams of 

devastation inside 
Exhale slowly, allowing yourself 
to feel every bit of that pain they 

have caused 
Inhale and begin the process all 

over. 
 

Amy L. Child • 

ERGO is funded by the Student Senate and is freely distributed each 
semester.  Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit their origi-
nal works of art, poetry, and prose by sending them or dropping them 
off to Dr. Aniko Constantine (SDC Bldg., 3rd Fl.), Faculty Adviser for 
ERGO, at constaav@alfredstate.edu or to Debra Tomm (SDC Bldg., 
Rm. 238), Secretary for ERGO, at tommda@alfredstate.edu.  If you 
wish, your submission could be published anonymously or under a 

pseudonym. 
 Take a moment and review one of our previous publications 

located in several of the buildings around campus.  While it is cold and 
nasty outside and you're all snuggled up inside, grab a pen and paper 

and be creative with your energy. • 

dozen or more students read 
their own work at the event 
which celebrated over 40 years of 
ERGO, the college’s student lit-
erary magazine. The semi-annual 
reading, co-sponsored by the 
English and Humanities Depart-
ment, was held in the Allegany 
Room. Music was provided by 
Moe Kajikawa, a senior liberal 
arts-social science major. • 

GOODBYE TIME 

BY THE ANGRY ANT 
THE TOR ECHO 

It is comforting to look 
at a clock. This seemingly in-
nocuous activity is a relief that I 
abuse twenty or thirty times dur-
ing a class period; it is a neces-
sary obsession for my poor mind.  
Even though I realize that in this 
interaction between me and time, 
I will not be able to make the 
clocks tick faster, sometimes I 
imagine that if I give to a clock 
an impatient and irascible look, it 
will tick faster.  However, in this 
battle of impatient staring, when 
I face the clock and the clock 
faces me, I always end on the los-
ing side. Who can win against 
three arrows that can pierce 
through their circular, monoto-
nous movement every meaningful 
existence of matter?   

Some might say that it is 
not comforting to look at a clock. 
The relationship between hu-
mans and time for the most part 
has been (and is) a depressing 
one. To many, the elapsing time 
serves as a reminder of how 
meaningless and short their lives 
are. I, on the other hand, have no 
care for such arguments. 
Whether we live ten years or one 
year is absolutely irrelevant for 
me. My only concerns are the 
binding chains that time puts on 
us through its instability. 

I will not disagree with 
Newton who believed that time is 
the measurement of movement in 
space, or with Buddha who said 
that time is not an event but an 
illusion. We shall leave philoso-
phy aside and not dwell in these 
questions. One premise that I will 
put forward though, is that if hu-
mans are the measure of all 
things, time should also be meas-
ured by the human’s existence. A 
second is relative to our own ex-
perience, and for each individual 
the time measured through that 
second has a different length. 
The same we could say about an 
hour, a month, a year, and even a 
lifespan. Thus, all the measure-
ments we use to track time are 
futile. If I perceive my life 
through my experiences as bor-
ing and you perceive yours as 
exciting, we will clearly have a 
different notion about how long 
we have lived even though the 
actual measurements will say 
that we are both in our early 
twenties. Wouldn’t I, because of 
the dullness of my life, say that I 

have lived too long, have seen 
everything there is too see, and 
come to the realization that the 
clock is ticking too slowly? And 
wouldn’t you, through your 
frolicking, consider that life is 
short?  

See, I told you that time 
puts on us binding chains 
through its instability. On one 
side there are cholerics , who 
wonder where their years have 
gone, and on the other side 
there are the melancholies, who 
in their youth consider them-
selves old sages. Only a tiny 
minority is able to achieve 
emancipation and live in a state 
of timelessness.  

Four years ago I de-
cided to join that minority. 
Since our society can come 
quickly with a label for people 
who have no sense of time 
(irresponsible, unpunctual, etc.), 
I decided to tread on a less devi-
ant path. At first, I came to the 
resolution that I shall not cele-
brate my birthdays. Then I de-
cided to get rid of my wrist-
watch. Later I gave up on my 
mobile phone. Everything 
seemed to work very well for 
me. When I gave up on time, I 
was in my summer vacation at a 
farm. After a few sunsets I was 
not able to recall the day of the 
week and the date. I knew that if 
I continued like this, I will also 
relinquish on using months. 
And who knows, maybe living a 
few years on a farm would have 
taught me to forget what my 
age was. I would be able to 
muse, then, years later how old 
I am: “Am I thirty? Or forty? 
Ah, to heck with it. I am as old 
as I feel.”  

Exactly. I am as old as I 
feel. Those two meaningless 
digits attached to my age do not 
represent me. When I wake up 
in the morning with the morbid 
feeling that I have to go 
through another day of classes 
and work, another senseless day 
of repetition, I expect to see in 
the mirror of the bathroom 
where I brush my teeth an old 
codger with piebald skin and a 
wrinkled face. To my amaze-
ment, I see a smooth counte-
nance and youthful vigor in that 
mirror. “Is that me?” I ask.  

Later, in class, after 
looking for the thirtieth time at 
the ticking clock, the answer 
comes to my mind: “Yes, it was 
you. Time has fooled you 
again.” • 
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SUDOKU 
PUZZLE SUPPLIED BY: WWW.SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: FIENDISH 

SOLUTION TO THIS ISSUE’S PUZZLE IS ON PAGE SIX 

BY ERICK GUERRA  
THE TOR ECHO 

MATH CORNER 
STANISLAV SAJIN, COORDINATOR 

Question 1: Tom and Sam collect mushrooms. Tom said that if Sam 
gave him two mushrooms, they would have an equal number, but if 
Tom gave Sam two of his, Sam would have twice as many as Tom. 

How many mushrooms did they each have?  
 

Question 2: Can you show why x0 = 1? Why you think that any num-
ber raised to the power of zero is 1?  

 
SOLUTIONS WILL BE IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

Solutions From Last Issue’s Challenges: 
SOLUTION ONE: 

ASTRO BOY THEN, ASTRO BOY 
NOW 

guerrae@alfredstate.edu 

 Can we still call him As-
tro Boy? I mean, he was born and 
created almost 58 years ago. 
Well, the crime fighting boy ro-
bot is back again, and for the first 
time he is on the big screen.  
 The Mighty Atom (yes, 
this is what Astro Boy was origi-
nally called) first appeared in 
Osamu Tezuka’s Atoumu Taishi 
Manga in 1951. It would be about 
twelve years before Astro Boy 
made his first television appear-
ance. The first animated series 
ran for about three years in black 
and white and produced 200 epi-
sodes. It was very popular. 40% 
of the Japanese population 
watched the animated boy robot 
fight villains on television. After 
this, Astro Boy slowly faded, and 
the only place you saw the char-
acter was on old re-runs and any 
old magazines that might have 
been saved. Astro Boy first ap-
peared to Americans in an Eng-
lish adaptation of the Japanese 
series in September 1963. 
 The 70’s wasn't favorable 
to Astro Boy as he  slowly be-
came prone to  old T.V. reruns 
that no one watched. However, in 

1980, Astro Boy made a come-
back. With a new animated se-
ries, in color, Astro Boy was once 
again reborn. The character 
would continue to stay relevant, 
even as recently as 2003 when a 
new related anime series began.  
 Astro Boy made his long 
awaited big-screen appearance 
on October 23rd. At the popular 
movie-review website Rotten To-
matoes, 49% of the site’s visitors 
gave the movie positive reviews. 
The consensus according to the 
site: “While it isn't terribly origi-
nal, and it seems to have a politi-
cal agenda that may rankle some 
viewers, Astro Boy boasts enough 
visual thrills to please its target 
demographic.”  So if you liked 
Transformers: Revenge of the 
Fallen, you’re going to like this 
movie. If you think this will be 
the last time you see Astro Boy, 
think again. As history tells us, 
chances are you will be watching 
television with your kids one day 
and the boy robot will pop up 
once again.  • 

0 62 2 60 11 53 9 55 

15 49 13 51 4 58 6 56 

16 46 18 44 27 37 25 39 

31 33 29 35 20 42 22 40 

52 10 54 8 63 1 61 3 

59 5 57 7 48 14 50 12 

36 26 38 24 47 17 45 19 

43 21 41 23 32 30 34 28 

SOLUTION TWO: 
15 × 87 = 1,305 does not belong to the list. In all other products, the 
digits on the left side of the equation also appear on the right side. An-
other answer might be 1,827, because this is the only product that does 

not have 5 as a factor.  • 
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GOT NEW IDEAS? 

Do you have an idea that you want to be voiced and heard by 
students? Do you have a cool photo that you want to share? 

Send submissions to: 
 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 

SOLUTION 

ALFRED QUAKERS 

Are you seeking a faith community grounded in Spirit, practicing love, 
peace, and justice? Alfred Quakers welcome you! Each Sunday, 10:30 

am at SDB Parish House, W. University. Discussion groups, pot-luck, 
children’s programs. Students encouraged to visit. (585)468-5274, 

www.nyym.org/alfred or www.quakerwny.com . • 

SUBLET APARTMENT 

SUBLET a studio apartment for the Spring 2010 Semester 
Located right behind Café Za, walking distance to both campuses and 

Main Street 
$430 a month plus utilities 

Contact Alex Nowak at nowakal@alfredstate.edu • 

DR. JAKOBI PRESENTS H1N1 FLU 
BACKGROUND 

Dr. Steven Jakobi, asso-
ciate professor of physical and 
health sciences at Alfred State 
College, met with members of 
the Alfred State Honors Pro-
gram Oct. 20, 2009, to present a 
short historical background on 
the H1N1 flu virus, often called 
the ‘swine flu’ virus.  Jakobi put 
the H1N1 flu virus in the context 
of other flu viruses that have 

threatened the U.S. and the rest 
of the world in the 20th century, 
devoting particular attention to 
the infamous ‘Spanish flu’ that 
swept the world in 1918-19, kill-
ing an estimated 20-50 million 
people.  While this year’s H1N1 
flu virus closely resembles the 
1918 flu virus, it will be several 
months before the true dangers 
of this year’s virus will be clear. • 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING AN R.A.? 

Interested in becoming 
an RA?  The Resident Assistant 
position is one of the highest 
leadership positions a student 
can hold while in college.  RAs 
take the time and effort to build 
vibrant, respectful, outgoing, 
responsible, and fun communities 
within their residence hall.   RAs 
receive a free double room as 

compensation.  If you would like 
more information or to apply for 
an RA position for the spring 
semester, see your RD or stop by 
the Office of Residential Life for 
an application.   
Applications will be available 
on October 20, 2009 and are 
due on November 20, 2009. • 

ORC NEWS 
The ORC indoor climbing cave, located in MacKenzie East, is open 

now through Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009. 
  The cave is open Monday through Thursday, 5-9 p.m.  Hours 

are posted. 
  We will be closing the cave beginning Nov. 23 through the rest 

of the fall semester, but will reopen again in spring 2010.• 

NATIONAL TUTOR RECOGNITION 
WEEK 

 Alfred State College will 
observe National Tutor Week 
from November 9th through No-
vember 13th on both the Alfred 
and Wellsville campus’ with a 
special celebration on Thursday, 
November 12th.  This celebration 
is held to recognize the vital role 
tutors, proctors, supplemental 
instruction leaders and note tak-
ers play in the success of Alfred 
State’s students.  There are ap-
proximately 157 peer and profes-

sional employees engaged in this 
endeavor as well as three dedi-
cated tutoring labs in the Student 
Development Center.  Funding 
for this integral program is pro-
vided through the Perkins Grant 
and the generous donations from 
Student Senate and ACES.       
 Please stop in The Writ-
ing Center (SDC 237) to sign a 
thank you card for your tutor to 
let him/her know how much you 
appreciate their help. •                                              

RALLY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE 

 Since I have now in-
formed the readers of where the 
$800,000 may NOW be cut, let 
me inform you where it will be 
cut and where the cuts will be 
seen.  When you pay your tui-
tion, Alfred State College does 
not initially see any of your close 
to $2,500; it is sent straight to 
Albany. Once your tuition is in 
Albany, it is held, the same as 
your meal plan money is held. 
However, this is when the gover-
nor decides to take out your 
money.  Over the years, here at 
Alfred State College, I have 
learned in detail of how the 
budget process for a SUNY Col-
lege works, and will tell you it is 
too complicated to state in this 
article. However, simply put, a 
college has its money given to it 
by Albany a little at a time, over 
the course of a year. This money 
is then used by the college for 
what is needed, teachers, sup-
plies, maintenance (snow re-
moval), etc. This is the money 
being cut. The point that seems 
to enrage me the most is that al-
though enrollment at Alfred 
State College is up, we are still 
losing money to the State. It 
seems to me that Albany is tak-
ing a business that is growing, 
running under budget and cut-
ting more funding, instead of 
helping and making sure that the 
business grows to its full poten-
tial. 
 I want to take the oppor-
tunity to now paint a picture of 
what Alfred State College might 
look like with these budget cuts. 

Classes with at least 50 students 
per teacher. When choosing 
Alfred State College my choices 
were Alfred State College, Buf-
falo State, or University at Buf-
falo. Smaller class sizes are what 
lead me to choose to attend Al-
fred State College. Maintenance 
will not be done on the academic 
buildings due to lack of funding. 
Snow will not be removed in a 
timely manner, if at all during a 
big snow storm. We all know 
how well the snow removal in 
past years has been, I am look-
ing forward to this winter to see 
how much worse the removal 
becomes due to budget cuts. 
After a long day of classes with 
45 students and one teacher, and 
after climbing through the snow 
blocked walkways, I know I am 
glad at least I will have a good 
eatery to hit up, before going to 
a good comedian. 
 In closing this article, I 
would like to thank “The Angry 
Ant” for giving me the opportu-
nity to clear up some misin-
formed facts. I would also like to 
thank everyone who attended 
“The Rally in the Valley 2” and 
for those who signed our peti-
tion to Governor Patterson. I 
am proud to say that we re-
ceived over 1,300 student signa-
tures. I believe that, as students, 
being taxed for being students, 
we have the right to stand up 
and say “NO”. Now I hope more 
students will understand what I, 
as an involved student, am try-
ing to fight.• 
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WELLNESS CORNER 
BY PATTY AMMIDON  

COORDINATOR OF HEALTH & 
PEER EDUCATION 

 Complaining is as useful 
for people’s mind as a whistle on 
a teapot. We use the phrase 
“letting off steam” because frus-
tration can affect our behavior 
the way heat affects the water in 
the teapot. As the level of nega-
tive emotion rises, we feel 
mounting pressure. But it is 
possible to take all that steam-
ing frustration and convert it 
into positive energy that can 
move mountains and rock 
worlds….hmmm wouldn’t it be 
nice to have your world rocked? 
A quote by Gandhi “As heat 
conserved is transmuted into 
energy, even so our anger con-
trolled can be transmuted into 
power which can move the 
world” This description speaks 
of the power of a mind that re-
fuses to vent frustration, chan-
neling it into productive action. 
 While many people 
spend their whole lives com-
plaining, most of the high 
achievers that I know divert the 
energy of frustration away from 
complaint and into success. 
Now, believe me, I understand 
the satisfaction of a good whine, 
but eventually it get’s old and 
let’s face it, it really doesn’t ac-
complish anything. There is 
nothing worse than listening to 
a person who every time you 
have a conversation with them 
they are complaining about 
someone else, or their job, or life 
and so on. 
 Changing direction 
from useless complaining into 
positive energy requires will-
power. If and when you begin 
this transformation, you will 
also find that it requires cour-
age. Here are some tips that I 
will offer to get you started.  
 1. Start the process with 
“every time you catch yourself 
complaining in a negative man-
ner, stop it right there”! Try it 
for a day. Then take the same 
complaint and refocus the issue 
into what you can do about it or 
if there is no easy attainable so-
lution, focus on why you are 
experiencing the feelings you 
are experiencing, and then bring 
a positive thought into it.  
 2. If you are having 
trouble with refocusing the 
positive thoughts, begin by do-
ing this; when the urge to com-
plain arises, vent on paper. Start 
with the words I am upset 
about…, and then describe 
whatever’s bothering you. This 
may help clear up why you are 
feeling the negative energy in 
the first place. You will move 
onto step three easier. 
 3. Train yourself to take 
the negative thoughts and find 
something positive. An example 
might be when you are really 
frustrated with your school/job 
and the homework/workload. 
You know that you can’t really 

change the workload unless you 
get up and walk into your boss’s 
office and say “I quit!” or leave 
school in the middle of the semes-
ter and lose all your credit hours. 
So instead, try to recall positive 
thoughts like how lucky you may 
be to have the opportunity to 
learn and gain the experience the 
curriculum or job has brought 
you, or the friendships you have 
made had this path not been 
crossed.  
 4. After you have accom-
plished this for one day, then set 
a new goal of a week to stop com-
plaining aloud about anything to 
anybody and practice refocusing 
on positive thoughts and solu-
tions. 
 5. The last recommenda-
tion is often the hardest but most 
rewarding, “Just Do It!”  If        
you are unhappy about your 
situations, take action! If you are 
unhappy about your curriculum, 
change it! Unhappy about your 
job, change it! 
 Make no mistake that 
changing your negative thoughts 
and actions can be hard and it is a 
daily process. Without the option 
of complaining, you have two 
other options available for deal-
ing with all that negative emo-
tion: explosion or positive action. 
The first will damage your health 
and relationships. The second 
will alter the status quo, which 
by definition resists change. If 
you follow the tips I have pro-
vided above, you are almost cer-
tain to break implicit or explicit 
social rules that now control your 
life. This may be terrifying. 
 You may have had the 
unfortunate experience of being 
exposed to a person who has 
shown ignorance and intolerance 
by making a racist comment. 
Through possible fear of being 
shunned by this individual or our 
peers, nothing is said to stop the 
comment(s). Then you may have 
gone on to complain about this 
individual to others or possibly 
say nothing at all and hold the 
frustrations inside. It could be 
empowering to tell this person 
that these comments will not be 
tolerated and walk away taking 
away the person’s power. I am 
voting that if you experience this 
sense of positive power, you may 
find yourself heading in new, ex-
citing directions that will provide 
positive productivity, and in re-
turn promote a healthy outlook 
and way of life! 
 Recreational complaining 
may crop up here and there and 
sometimes venting feels good. 
Once you learn that you can con-
trol and change your attitude, the 
outlook on life improves, and hey, 
you may just be the person who 
does make a difference!! • 
  
  

NYE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

“Her first course was Introduc-
tory Algebra.  I gave her the 

book and told her which chapters 
so she could prepare over the 

summer break.  We all know that 
Elaine’s preparations are legen-

dary!  She came back to me a cou-
ple weeks later and said, ‘My 

plans cover all that material in 
the first three weeks.  What do 
we do for the rest of the semes-

ter?’  We chuckled as she discov-
ered exactly what the pace in In-

troductory Algebra is!”  
– Carol Stewart 

 
“Students often ask me for advice 

on which class and instructor 
they should register for and if 

Elaine was an option, I would ask 
them whether or not they wanted 
an ‘easy’ class or a class in which 
they would be made to work and 
learn.  If they wanted to learn, I 
would tell them to register for 
one of her classes.  She was a 

‘tough’ instructor.  She demanded 
a lot from her students but she 

also gave a lot back to them.  She 
was very easy to find when a stu-

dent needed help and she was 
always willing to help.  Our loss 

is heaven's gain!”  
– Doreen Vance 

 
“Elaine was the first Math 

teacher I had at Alfred State after 
I decided to take some more 

classes to qualify for the NYS 
Math certification.   It had been 
20 years since I had been in a 

Math class but Elaine assured me 
I would be successful.   I received 

an A in her Calculus class and 
that gave me the confidence to 

continue.  With her help I 
achieved my goal of obtaining 

that certification.  I wouldn’t be 
teaching now at Alfred State as 

an adjunct Math teacher if not for 
her.”  

• Mary Hoffman 
 

“Elaine was a valuable member of 
the department and it was a 

privilege to have known and 
worked with her.  She was com-
petent and confident in all that 
she did and she did everything 
with deadly efficiency.  She was 
strong and determined and held 
fast to her convictions but she 
was also kind, compassionate, 

and respectful to all of us and her 
students.  She made us all strive 
to make Alfred State College the 
kind of college that works tire-

lessly to ensure that our students 
will be successful.  The depart-
ment will not be the same with-
out her and we will all miss her 
sharp wit, cheerful personality, 
and her passion for teaching.”  

– Ed Burns 
 

“Mrs. Elaine Nye’s example to 
those around her was gentle, hu-
morous at times, to the point, but 
always encouraging.  She was a 

careful thinker and always strove 
to be improving herself and her 
teaching.  She had a gentle way 
of encouraging the rest of us to 
continually strive to do things 
better.  Her praise was sincere 
and well worth earning.  If she 
was sharp with someone, it was 

with a measured amount of 
sharpness designed to fit the 

situation and the individual.  She 
wanted her students to ‘get it 

right.’  She worked at getting all 
aspects of her own life ‘right.’  
She used her minutes wisely.  

She thoroughly appreciated what 
she had, enjoyed nature, and no-
ticed every beautiful day.  If we 
have known her, we have had an 
example and a tailor-made push 
for us to find a better way of do-

ing things, to ‘get it right,’ to 
keep it up, and to rejoice along 
the journey.  One cannot fight 
against a gentle person who 

shows by example that it can be 
done.  It is for we who remain to 

reflect and improve ourselves, 
our work, our attitudes, and our 

lives.”  
– Cathy Snyder • 
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WETD  

DJ HEAVY HITTA 
SATURDAYS 

8-10 PM 

My name is Steve Pinell 
aka DJ Heavy Hitta, and I come 
from Castle Hill in the Bronx, a 
borough in New York City. I 
graduated from Queens Voca-
tional High School where I ma-
jored in Computer Technology 
and played baseball as well. I am 
currently majoring in Computer 
Information Systems as this is 
my second year on campus as 
well as a member of WETD. I 
have been involved in the music 
industry prior to becoming a DJ 
for WETD and prior to attend-
ing Alfred State College.  I am a 
backup vocalist for Salsa music 
bands in the city, a DJ at several 
clubs back home, and I also had 
my own Christian Rap group 

before leaving the city for school 
called the OverComers.   

I believe that being able 
to be a part of WETD allows me 
to voice my opinion in a respect-
ful manner as well as allowing 
others to hear a wide variety of 
music genres that they either 
don’t know about or are not fa-
miliar with. Being able to do that, 
with limited restrictions, is an 
outstanding opportunity that 
many people should take on. I 
feel that as WETD continues to 
grow, so will those who are in-
volved in any way with the radio 
station as they listen to or are 
exposed to a wide variety of mu-
sic, opinions, and opportunities. 
It is a great privilege to be in-
volved with WETD and I am 
grateful to Mr. Amman, Mr. Her-
rit, as well as Andre Jacobs for 
allowing me to be a member of 
the radio station. 

For WETD 90.7FM 
“The Leap,” I play various types 
of music ranging from Latin, to 
Hip-Hop, to Reggae.  To be exact 
I play: Salsa, Merengue, Tipico, 
Mambo, Rap, Hip-Hop, R&B, 
Reggae, Dance Hall, Soca, 
Trance, and Techno.  My show, 
"Hard Hittin’ Bashment," airs 
from 8-10pm on Saturday eve-
nings.  Hope you tune in and en-
joy my show. • 

MAIN STREET FIRE: FAREWELL OLD FRIEND 

PHOTOS BY: ALEX NOWAK 
 

HELP THE DISPLACED ASC STUDENTS BY DROPPING OFF 
GIFT CARDS TO THE OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS  

LOCATED IN SDC 332. THANK YOU. 


