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PROFESSOR PENNISI EXHIBIT AT 
THE ARTS 

Alfred State College in-
structor Constance Pennisi, digi-
tal media and animation, will 
mount a solo exhibit of digital 
artwork entitled “Snippets 
II.”  The exhibition is sponsored 
by The ARTS Council of the 
Southern Finger Lakes, and will 
be on display from Oct. 1-26, 
2009, at the Spotlight Gallery at 
The ARTS, 32 West Market 
Street, Corning.   

"‘Snippets II’" recalls 
"the childhood game of visual 
riddles," says Pennisi. “…the 
process of fragmentation, isola-
tion, and recon-
figuration parallels 
the process of 
memory. 

"The foun-
dation of my visual 
experience has its 
origins in the land-
scapes of New 
York, Pennisi 
says. “The division 
of space, broken 
landscapes with 
outcropping of 
boulders, the stac-
cato of trees creat-
ing a rhythm of di-
vision, and the 
stillness of misty mornings re-
vealing layered planes of moun-
tains provided a rich source of 
visual input.  My work evolved 
from this into an investigation of 
how the relationships of form, 
color, and light define space." 

Additionally, Pennisi 
says, "Viewers' response to the 
ambiguous structure of my im-
ages has led to a current interest 
in shifting perspectives.  How do 
we locate ourselves?  My new 
work will be an investigation into 
my personal history and the col-
lective history of my upbringing. 
What are the outcroppings of 
acquired knowledge that divide 

space? How do I flow around 
these, collect them into reflective 
pools, and let them color my un-
derstanding?  How, with a shift 
of a line, can space open up, alter 
my world?"  

Pennisi earned a bache-
lor of fine arts degree from 
SUNY College of Ceramics and a 
master of science in education 
degree at Alfred University.  Ad-
ditionally, she studied under the 
artist C. Katherine Nelson of Al-
fred. She possesses expertise in 
areas of large format digital im-
aging, electronic imaging, and 

artist multiples 
through the Insti-
tute of Electronic 
Arts of the School 
of Art and Design, 
Alfred.  Pennisi 
began service at 
Alfred State as an 
adjunct instructor 
in fall 1994.  In fall 
2001, she began 
her fulltime teach-
ing career as an 
instructor in the 
Department of 
Computer Imaging 
and Architectural 
Engineering Tech-

nology. She was awarded the 
Chancellor’s Award for Excel-
lence in Scholarship and Creative 
Activities in 2007. 

The Spotlight Gallery @ 
The ARTS is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  For more 
information about the exhibit, 
please contact The ARTS by 
phone (607) 962-5871 x223 or 
via e-mail: in-
foARTS@eARTS.org. Visit The 
ARTS of the Southern Finger 
Lakes at http://www.earts.org. • 

DR. REZAK MEETS WITH HONORS 
STUDENTS 

Dr. William Rezak, 
president of Alfred State Col-
lege from 1993-2003, met with 
Honors Program members Sept. 
24 to explain and discuss the 
ongoing Middle East tensions, 
giving particular emphasis to 
the longstanding Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  Because 
Rezak’s family roots are in the 
Middle East, he has studied the 
history of these conflicts for 
some time.  Honors Program 
members were given the con-
text of the current struggles 
instead of the brief, sometimes 
uninformative ‘headlines’ usu-

ally presented by the media 
regarding the Middle East. 
Rezak’s presentation was a re-
turn visit to the Honors Pro-
gram; in October 2002, he met 
with members to make the case 
for greater use of nuclear 
power in the United 
States.  Pictured here with 
Rezak, center, are, l-r: Sarah 
Stiller, Andover, a nursing ma-
jor; Deb Strebel, Ithaca, a fi-
nancial planning major; Lydia 
Moore, Wolcott, a liberal arts 
and sciences: social science ma-
jor; and Christopher Schwarz, 
Vestal, a CAD/CAM technol-
ogy major. • 
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    FILL THE 

VOID 
Sick of  these boxes giving you  
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Send in submissions to: 
 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 

Swine flu got you wor-
ried??  Sure it does; you’re not 
stupid (yet).  You’ve heard about 
whole dorms with swine flu at 
some colleges.  Joining ‘Club 
Swine’ is just not in your plans 
this semester, right? You’ve got 
that magic ‘2.00 GPA’ to work 
for, remember?   You’ve got 
questions; Deville’s got answers! 
So open a Red Bull, get comfort-
able, and learn. 

OK, for weeks students 
have been asking me, “Deville, 
should I get a swine flu shot? I 
heard it’s dangerous! What 
should I do, Deville?” First of all, 
if you’re asking Mike Deville for 
health advice, my first advice is 
“you need counseling! FAST.” 

Look, Mike Deville is a 
five-year student in a two-year 
major. Sure, I’ve changed majors 
about four times, which explains 
my ‘lack of progress’ as the col-
lege president used to put it, 
back when he was VP and I was 
begging for a second chance at 
Camp Alfred. OK, maybe it was a 
third or fourth chance, but who’s 
counting? Anyway, long story 
short: Mike Deville is NOT the 
best person to ask for health ad-
vice. 

But since you’ve asked, 
sure, I’ve got some advice on the 
swine flu.  Regarding the swine 
flu shot and if you should get it, 
consider this: Some experts 
(three guys I met at the Center 
of Fitness Pec Deck last week) 
say the flu shot could hurt your 
brain and make you stupid (or 
more stupid, depending).  

So let’s analyze the 
downside of becoming stupid. If 
you’re an engineering major, be-
ing stupid could wreck your 
plans to graduate. Or if you do 
graduate, all the bridges you 
build will probably fall down. 
And then you will REALLY feel 
stupid!   

On the other hand, if 
you’re an accounting major, be-
ing stupid can actually be a plus.  
Look at the financial meltdown 
disaster accounting majors 
caused on Wall Street about a 
year ago.  Whenever you really 
screw up, it’s always handy to 
say “hey, I was stu-
pid….EXCUSE ME!!”  And then 
you’re off the hook, legally. You 
don’t even have to give back the 
$10 million bonus you got!  

And if you’re a Liberal 
Arts major and you suddenly 
turn stupid, what’s the down-

side? Well, forget graduating in 
two years. It’s gonna take at least 
an extra semester. But hey, I’ve 
been here five years without 
graduating, and it hasn’t killed 
me yet. 

So I think we’ve estab-
lished that 1) if you get the swine 
flu shot and it makes you stupid 
(or stupider…), it doesn’t mean 
your career at Camp Alfred is 
over, but maybe delayed a little, 
and 2) in certain majors, like 
probably accounting, being 
‘stupid’ could be a handy alibi 
later in your career when you get 
caught cooking the books.  Hey, 
golfers need an alibi, and so do 
accountants. BTW, if your ac-
countant is also a golfer, LOOK 
OUT!!! 
 So what happens if you 
do not get a flu shot this year? 
Well, you could get the flu. You 
could feel like crap for about four 
days, missing classes and unable 
to eat solid food. So let me put 
this in perspective: if you get the 
flu, NO CLASSES and NO CDH 
food for about four days. Plus 
you’ll get sympathy from your 
friends and teachers.  Sounds like 
a win-win, am I right? 
 Not so fast, slackers. 
Let’s read the small print. Deville 
happens to know the college 
plans to quarantine all students 
who get the flu in a small, unused 
barn at the college farm. Hey, 
don’t panic. They’ve ordered ex-
tra straw for you to sleep on and 
CDH will send up fresh chicken 
soup three times per day. And 
just so you won’t be bored, sev-
eral math and comp teachers have 
volunteered to take turns up 
there reviewing quadratic equa-
tions and semi-colon rules to 
keep the quarantined students 
entertained.  

Hey, it could have been 
worse: original plans included 
showing a continuing film loop of 
Groundhog Day 24/7 while one 
of the counseling staff described 
the warning signs to watch for if 
you think one of your friends is 
going crazy. 

Suddenly getting the 
swine flu doesn’t sound like a 
good idea, right? And we haven’t 
even gotten to the remote possi-
bility of death yet. But let’s leave 
death for another time, hopefully 
many years from now. Unless 
you are one of the ‘older’ teach-
ers, and if you are, how come 
you’re reading Mike Deville for 
health advice? Didn’t earning a 
Ph.D. teach you anything?? 

ASC.EDU DRAMA GUILD PRESENTS  
URINETOWN 

The Alfred State College 
Drama Club will present its fall 
production, Urinetown:  The Musi-
cal, Friday through Sunday, Nov. 
13-15, in the Orvis Audito-
rium.  Friday and Saturday night 
performances at 7:30 p.m.; Sun-
day matinee performance at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $3 for ASC/AU 
students and senior citizens 
(62+); $5 for the general public; 
tickets may be purchased at Orvis 
Activities Center (Student Activi-
ties) or ACES campus store 
(Alfred). 

Urinetown: The Musical is 
a satirical musical comedy, (music 
by Mark Hollmann, lyrics by 
Hollmann and Greg Kotis, and 
book by Kotis), which satirizes 
capitalism, social irresponsibility, 
populism, bureaucracy, corporate 
mismanagement, and petty small 
town politics. It also is a satire of 
the Broadway musical as a form.  

A decidedly witty and 
silly musical, Urinetown will have 
audiences laughing until they 
cry.  Despite this, Urinetown ad-
dresses an issue that permeates 
our society and is a particular 
area of interest at any institute of 

technology: sustainable re-
sources.  Urinetown asks us what 
we will do when we run out of 
useable water, and forces us to 
think about what we will do to 
avoid getting to that point.   

Featuring a cast of col-
orful and absurd characters, 
Urinetown mercilessly mocks 
musical convention.  Urinetown 
went from being a joke in the 
mind of writer Greg Kotis while 
he was backpacking through 
Europe to a Broadway sensa-
tion. 

Urinetown debuted at 
the New York International 
Fringe Festival, was produced 
Off-Broadway at the American 
Theatre for Actors, and then 
moved to Broadway, opening at 
Henry Miller's Theatre on Sept. 
20, 2001, and closing on Jan. 18, 
2004, after 25 previews and 965 
performances. 

It was nominated for 10 
Tony Awards and won three: 
Best Director (John Rando); 
Best Original Score (Hollmann 
and Kotis); and Best Book of a 
Musical (Kotis). • 
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DECEMBER GRADUATION 
 All students seeking a 
degree in December 2009 must 
apply for graduation.  All stu-
dents completing degree require-
ments this semester must apply 
for a diploma, whether they plan 
to attend a commencement cere-
mony or not.  This has nothing 
to do with the commencement 
ceremony; if you expect to get a 
diploma, then YOU MUST AP-
PLY TO GRADUATE.  Infor-
mation regarding the May 2010 
Commencement ceremony will be 
sent at a later date.    
  The deadline to apply for 
December 2009 graduation is 
October 9.  DO NOT apply at 
this time for May 2010 gradua-
tion.  To access the on-line de-
gree application, go to the Secure 
Area in Banner Web, select Stu-
dent Services and Financial Aid, 
then Student Forms, and lastly 
the Graduation Application.   
  Students who plan to 
graduate from their current pro-

gram and who also plan to re-
turn in the spring in a new pro-
gram, must be readmitted to 
the college.  These students 
will not be able to register for 
spring 2010 courses until their 
readmission applications have 
been processed through our 
Admissions Office.   
  It is important that all 
prospective graduates contact 
their advisors or department 
chairs to make sure that they 
have met all graduation re-
quirements.  On-line degree 
evaluation reports are available 
through Banner Web.  The 
evaluation reports can be 
viewed by selecting Student 
Services and Financial Aid, 
then Student Records, and 
lastly Degree Evaluation.  
  If you have any ques-
tions, feel free to contact the 
Registrar’s Office at Re-
cords@alfredstate.edu or call 
587-4796. • 

ORC HOURS 
Monday Kellie 

Joe B 
5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

to 
  

7 p.m. 
9 p.m. 

Tuesday Tim 
Brandon 

5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. 
9 p.m. 

Wednesday Marty 
AJ 

5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. 
9 p.m. 

Thursday Ryan J 
Ryan Y & Steph 

5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. 
9 p.m. 

Friday   
Not available for use on Fridays. 
  

Saturday   
If there is interest in Saturday and Sunday 
hours, please see one of the ORC council 
members listed above.  Thank you. 
  
  

Sunday 

ASC.EDU 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE 

So let’s sum up here. This 
is the semester to void the flu. No 
sucking on door knobs this fall. If 
you have to cough, put a paper 
bag over your head first. If you 
must touch another person, make 
sure you are both either in the 
shower or under a hot electric 
blanket first, preferably with 
some alcohol handy to kill any flu 
germs. And no more shaking 

hands this fall. Learn that polite, 
cool bowing thing they do in 
Japan instead of shaking hands 
or kissing. 

You want Deville’s per-
sonal ‘screw the flu’ recipe this 
fall? I plan to consume copious 
amounts of “Triple Espresso 
Americanos” at Terra Cotta 
every day until the college gives 
us the ‘all clear’ sign about the 
swine flu. Why not join me? • 

Are you seeking a faith community grounded in Spirit, practicing love, 
peace, and justice? Alfred Quakers welcome you! Each Sunday, 10:30 

am at SDB Parish House, W. University. Discussion groups, pot-luck, 
children’s programs. Students encouraged to visit. (585)468-5274, 

www.nyym.org/alfred or www.quakerwny.com . • 

SUBLET APARTMENT 

SUBLET a studio apartment for the Spring 2010 Semester 
Located right behind Café Za, walking distance to both campuses and 

Main Street 
$430 a month plus utilities 

Contact Alex Nowak at nowakal@alfredstate.edu • 


