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OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
Editorial 

BY DR. NICHOLAS WADDY  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

Dear Dr. Anderson: 
 
First of all, please accept my con-
gratulations on your elevation to the 
Presidency of Alfred State College.  I 
am sure that all of the College’s fac-
ulty, staff, and students join me in 
wishing you well, and in expressing 
great confidence in your abilities.  I 
personally have enjoyed working 
with you in the past, and I can think 
of few men better prepared to lead 
Alfred State in what is sure to be a 
time of considerable adversity. 
 I would, however, like to 
begin this letter by expressing disap-
pointment with one element of your 
inauguration address – or rather, 
with one element of your address 
that was conspicuously absent.  Al-
though you clearly have many excit-
ing plans for Alfred State, the 
dreaded s-word – scholarship – has 
not, thus far, appeared prominently 
on your list of priorities.  That is 
frankly unsurprising, given the low 
value that Alfred State has placed on 
scholarship, historically speaking, 
but I believe it was and is a tragic 
omission.  For reasons that I shall 
outline below, I believe that now is 
the time for Alfred State College to 
discover the merits of scholarship, to 
encourage it, and to reap the valu-
able benefits that it can provide. 
 President Anderson, as you 
know, in 1991, Alfred State was first 
authorized to grant baccalaureate 
degrees.  Today, we offer 16 Bache-
lor’s degree programs, and that 
number is steadily growing.  In the 
foreseeable future, the majority of 
degrees awarded by the College may 
well be at the Bachelor’s level.  
There has even been talk about Al-
fred State granting Master’s degrees 
at some point in the future. 
 The truth is, though, that 
there are, according to the norms of 
academia, substantial differences in 
the academic cultures of two-year 
and four-year colleges.  Twenty 
years ago, when our College began 
gearing up to offer Bachelor’s de-
grees, it had a duty to consider care-
fully how a two-year and a four-year 
climate could be reconciled with each 
other.  We also had an obligation to 
consider how, and to what degree, 
we would alter our campus climate 
to improve faculty credentials, up-
grade academic rigor, decrease 
teaching loads, and increase the role 
of research, scholarship, and publica-
tion in the work of our faculty mem-
bers.  To make our Bachelor’s degree 
programs credible, these changes, to 
some extent, needed to place.  Unfor-
tunately, in no meaningful way did 

this important conversation ever 
happen at Alfred State College.  We 
chose instead to tack on numerous 
Bachelor’s degree programs to the 
already heavy workload of what 
remains an essentially community 
college-level faculty.  As a result, 
our academic culture is today sub-
stantially the same as it was twenty 
years ago, and scholarship remains 
the redheaded stepchild – the 
dreaded s-word – that all too many 
faculty members (and administra-
tors) strive assiduously to avoid. 
 There exists at Alfred State 
a myth about scholarship, which I 
feel explains to a large extent why 
the administration and the faculty 
have been so uninterested in pursu-
ing a greater role for scholarly work 
at our institution.  The root cause of 
our negative attitude towards schol-
arship, I think, is a zero-sum phi-
losophy when it comes to the role of 
the faculty.  Most administrators 
and faculty members assume that 
any level of effort expended on 
scholarship represents the shirking 
of other duties.  They further pre-
sume that any privilege or reward 
given to those who pursue scholar-
ship is by definition a slap in the face 
to those who do not.  Moreover, any 
encouragement of scholarship will, 
it is assumed, relegate faculty mem-
bers without scholarly agendas to 
second-class status, or even to dis-
missal.  I want to make clear that 
this is not the case.  To argue that 
faculty who pursue scholarship have 
value to this institution is NOT to 
argue that faculty who are not 
scholars are without value.  On the 
contrary, there are many ways to 
combine the various responsibilities 
of a college professor.  Up to now, 
Alfred State has been built around 
the assumption that teaching and 
service are the proper uses of a fac-
ulty member’s time, and therefore 
scholarship is essentially beside the 
point – an optional “extra” perhaps, 
or even an insidious distraction from 
a faculty member’s “real” job. In-
deed, in many ways, our heavy 
teaching loads, our elaborate com-
mittee structure, and our inflexible 
approach to scheduling seem de-
signed to prevent scholarship, rather 
than facilitate it.  By contrast, all I 
am suggesting is that Alfred State 
ought to become an institution that 
encourages some of its faculty mem-
bers to be active scholars, i.e. to give 
papers, to publish articles, and to 
write books.  Why, you ask?  Read 
on… 
 The first reason why I be-
lieve it is critical for Alfred State to 
improve its scholarly profile is be-
cause scholarship is intimately re-
lated to an institution’s academic 
reputation.  Now, I realize that we 

ALFRED STATE ALUMNI SINGERS 
The Alfred State College 

Alumni Singers will present a “We 
Need a Little Christmas” Concert, 
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008, at 2 p.m. at 
the Alfred Town Fire Hall-
Theatre, University Street. An-
thony Cappadonia, director; 
Patricia Wiggers, accompa-
nist.  The concert is open to the 
public free of charge; light refresh-
ments will be served following the 
concert. 

The program will include 
the following selections:  “We Need 
a Little Christmas;”  “Little Town,” 
Jerry Howe, tenor; “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside,” duet: Carole Klotzbach, 
soprano, and Peter Klotzbach, bass; 
“Where Are You Christmas?” 
solo:  Jennifer Griffith, alto; “Let It 
Snow;” and “Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” Annie Peiffer, alto 
(audience participation welcome). 
            Additionally, a Christmas 
Carol Sing-Along will be con-
ducted, featuring, “Silent Night, 
Holy Night,” Bebe Cappadonia, 
soprano; “Someday,” 
solo:        Chris McCabe, soprano; 
“Winter Wonderland;” and “Jingle 
Bells.” 

The Alfred State Alumni 
Singers include Dave Bay, Web-
ster; Elaine Burrows, Colden; Chris 
McCabe, Fulton; Bebe Cappadonia, 
Almond; Paula Graham, Rochester; 
Jennifer Griffith, Hornell; Jerry 

Howe, Dansville; Carole Klotzbach, 
Buffalo; Peter Klotzbach, Buffalo; 
Merri-Lou McKeever, Rochester; 
Annie Peiffer, Palmyra; Nancy 
Schrader, Newark; Todd Thatcher, 
Perry; John P. Thompson, Dalton; 
and Keith Zimmerman, Marilla. 

The Alfred State Alumni 
Singers were formed in 1975 and 
continue to perform for on-campus 
concerts and community events 
throughout Allegany and Steuben 
counties as well as other ven-
ues.  The group currently consists of 
15 alumni from Western and Central 
New York.  Patricia Wiggers from 
Hornell, NY, serves as accompanist 
for the group. 

Anthony Cappadonia, pro-
fessor emeritus, Alfred State College, 
served as director of choral activities 
from 1951-2007, retiring after cele-
brating his 56th year at the col-
lege.  He was honored by the Alfred 
State College Council with the Out-
standing Service Award in May, 
2000.  
Over the years, he directed All-
County and All-State choral groups 
and authored many articles in  
The Choral Journal, a national publi-
cation. He is an accomplished com-
poser, honored by the performance 
of his Alleluia, Prayer and Amen at 
the National Cathedral in Washing-
ton, DC, in 2007. • 

DOORLEY NAMED COACH OF THE 
YEAR 

Alfred State College vol-
leyball coach Gene Doorley has 
earned two national Coach of the 
Year awards.  For the third 
straight season Doorley has been 
named the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association Northeast 
Coach of the Year and for the sec-
ond straight season he has been 
named the NJCAA Division III 
District A Coach of the Year.  

Doorley helped lead the 
Lady Pioneers to new heights in 
2008.  Alfred State established new 
program records with 38 wins (38-
4 overall) and a 4th place finish at 
the NJCAA Division III National 
Championships.  The Lady Pioners 

also won the Western New York 
Athletic Conference regular season 
and postseason championship, with a 
perfect 8-0 mark, for the first time 
since the late 1980's.  

During his six years at the 
helm of the Lady Pioneers volleyball 
program, Doorley has a 144-59 
mark.  The team has made five 
straight trips to the Regional Tour-
nament, earned the #1 seed for the 
regionals three straight seasons, and 
has advanced to the NJCAA Division 
III National Championships the past 
two season.  During the past three 
season's the Lady Pioneers have 
a .891 (106-13) winning percentage.  

This season two of his ath-
letes (Yurika Toydome and Jenni 
Jerome) were named NJCAA Divi-
sion III All-Americans, three ath-
letes were named All-Region 
(Toydome - Player of the Year, 
Jerome, and Breanna Horton), and 
four athletes were named All-
WNYAC (Toyodome, Jerome, Hor-
ton, and Linn).  

Doorley was presented the 
NJCAA District A Coach of the Year 
during the national championships in 
Rochester, MN and will be officially 
presented the AVCA Norteheast 
Coach of the Year award on Decem-
ber 18 in Omaha, NE. • 
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ERGO CORNER 
Army Wife 

 
The Texas sky has an orange hue. 

The grass an early night dew. 
The month is October as of today. 

I pour another shot, I’ll have it my way. 
 

Straight, strong, crisp, the room is an eye sore. 
You walk by in your camouflage uniform of war. 

You’ll be leaving now, on to your mission. 
I’ll be left alone . . . what a wonderful transition. 

You’ll be leaving again, nothing new. 
“Honey, I gotta run” . . . With this, I’ll never say “I do.” 

 
Kirsten Brown • 

 
 

Poem’s Bane 
 

Oh Poem, Dear Poem, 
How I miss your delightful lilt. 
You used to be so helpful to me, 
And led me to better thought. 

 
But then one day, 

You ran away, 
With that devilish mistress, 

That succubus known as Love. 
 

No longer do you walk paths in the woods, 
No more does time intrigue you. 

Verdant Gardens are ignored, 
And the sea remains unexplored. 

 
Now you’re sprawled on your bed, 

Your hands to your head, 
Sorrow is your only companion. 

But I miss you all the same. 
 

Ben Wixner • 
 
 

The Recruiter 
 

In he walked, one of the few and proud. 
His clean cut uniformed body against the mess of curtains, cases, and storage. 

Up close his pride of origin and career 
gave what to many seemed a short man an extra foot. 

He stood tall and refused to become flustered when the electronics malfunc-
tioned. 

Students’ laughter filled the auditorium once he finished a scenario of a color-
blind electrician, 

unknowingly using our only colorblind classmate. 
The time flew by. 

His ability to be blunt and his lack of musical knowledge 
made everything funny; he didn’t care about hurt feelings, 

for he knew us as well as we knew him, so no one took his comments seri-
ously 

until he voiced the true purpose: 
A need for young trumpeters 

To play a final farewell to our sisters and brothers. 
 

Jolynn Prunoske • 

A Mother's Distant Comfort  
 

I remember it all in deep, gasping breaths.  
I sat in the second stall, deserted with nothing left.  
The sound of laughter in the hallway lured me in,  

Yet I dialed the numbers and tried my best to grin.  

“Hey Ma,” I choked, as she soon knew what was wrong,  
I spoke of failure, the same old sad familiar song.  

Her words sedated me, more powerful than any drug,  
Each syllable grasping me with a comforting hug.  

Each deep breath was accepted with pain,  
What more is there to lose in life, with no more left to gain?  

One last push and I escaped her womb, born again at Alfred State,  
Like a newborn child she wiped the tears from my face.  

 

Amy Osterstuck • 
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LETTER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

have been repeatedly assured that 
Alfred State has achieved 
“excellence” already.  You, President 
Anderson, have undoubtedly heard 
and repeated this mantra so many 
times that you may, in fact, believe it 
wholeheartedly, but, with all due 
respect to our College, which is 
praiseworthy in many ways, a reality 
check is in order.  First, some anec-
dotal evidence: many times in the six 
and a half years that I have been at 
Alfred State have I been introduced 
to faculty members at Alfred Univer-
sity.  It is unmistakable how their 
impression of me changes as soon as 
they hear that I am a professor at 
Alfred State.  Subtle signs of discom-
fort, condescension, even pity, in-
variably arise.  To be blunt, many of 
our colleagues across the street dis-
play an attitude towards us that is 
patronizing, at best, and contemptu-
ous, at worst; they view Alfred State 
as the “Ag and Tech” of old – that is, 
as a glorified technical high school.  
And they are, I assure you, not alone.  
Many administrators, faculty mem-
bers, and staff at other area colleges 
view Alfred State in similar ways. 
 To illustrate this point 
more concretely, let us consider Al-
fred State’s often-repeated claim that 
it is one of U.S. News and World 
Report’s “Top 50 Colleges.”  First of 
all, if we put this in the proper con-
text, we are actually one of U.S. 
News and World Report’s Top 50 
Baccalaureate Colleges in the North 
– a considerably more modest ac-
complishment.*  Although one can-
not tell from the U.S. News and 
World Report website precisely 
what our ranking is, one can discern 
that there are 70 colleges in our 
category, and we are not in the top 
32.  We are also considered “less 
selective” in our admissions stan-
dards.  What does this mean?  
Frankly, it means that, in the opin-
ion of U.S. News and World Report, 
we are a mediocre college, even 
when compared to other mediocre 
colleges.  I point this out not to in-
sult or degrade Alfred State – after 
all, these rankings are hardly infalli-
ble – but I do think it is important to 
understand that our reputation in 
academia and in the public is not 
necessarily one of “excellence.”  The 
word excellence has a meaning, after 
all, lest we forget.  It suggests a com-
parison – and Alfred State, to my 
knowledge, has demonstrated little 
or no interest in comparing itself, in 
a serious way, to any of its competi-
tors.  With this in mind, the grandi-
ose claim contained in our College 
Vision Statement seems especially 
hollow: “Alfred State will be nation-
ally recognized as the college of 
choice for students seeking a tech-
nology-focused education…”  Presi-
dent Anderson, the “college of 
choice” in the technology area, in the 
United States as a whole, is probably 
either MIT or Caltech.  Do we hon-
estly expect to surpass MIT and 
Caltech?  Consider the other aspect 
to our Vision Statement: we aim to 
become “nationally recognized.”  I 
challenge you: can you name any 
nationally recognized college or uni-
versity at which little or no scholar-
ship takes place?  There aren’t any!  
They simply don’t exist.  The point 
is this: Alfred State’s academic stand-
ing truly does matter, and it is not 
nearly as high as it could be.  More-
over, our own self-evaluation of our 
academic status frequently does not 

match up with the realities of 
American higher education. 
 Now, for an institution that 
wishes to upgrade its image in aca-
demia, one of the first and most ef-
fective steps that it can take is to 
enhance its scholarly reputation.  By 
encouraging its faculty to interact 
with faculty members at other insti-
tutions – by attending conferences, 
by giving papers, by writing re-
views, by publishing refereed arti-
cles, etc. – an institution slowly but 
surely establishes its credibility and 
value, not just to its students, but to 
higher education as a whole.  Hun-
dreds of colleges across this country, 
and across the world, have followed 
this approach to burnishing their 
academic reputations, including 
many colleges in Western New 
York (SUNY Geneseo is a good 
example).  Surely it is no accident 
that the State University of New 
York recognizes as part of its mis-
sion “[the encouragement and facili-
tation of] basic and applied research 
for the purpose of the creation and 
dissemination of knowledge vital for 
continued human, scientific, techno-
logical and economic advancement.”  
SUNY realizes that any college of 
the first rank does not simply trans-
mit knowledge from faculty mem-
bers to students; it creates knowledge 
from scratch; it plays a dynamic part 
in furthering the intellectual pro-
gress of humankind.  That is what 
scholarship is all about.  That we 
have downgraded the importance of 
scholarship to the point where it is 
considered an irrelevance, even in a 
Presidential inaugural address, is 
therefore a gigantic error.  We have, 
in essence, chosen to cast aside one 
of the basic ingredients in the 
strength of the American system of 
higher education.  So long as we try 
to pretend that a baccalaureate col-
lege (for that is what we are) can do 
its work without scholarship or 
scholars at its core, I fear we will 
never be acknowledged as embody-
ing the “excellence” that we claim. 
 (In Part Two of this letter, 
which will appear in the next print 
issue of the Tor Echo, I will explore 
the potential value of scholarship in 
enhancing Alfred State’s success in 
fundraising, and in improving the 
quality of teaching that students 
receive.) 
 *U.S. News and World 
Report divides colleges and univer-
sities into essentially four categories 
(roughly in order of prestige): na-
tional universities, liberal arts col-
leges, master’s universities, and bac-
calaureate colleges.  The only other 
area colleges in our category are 
Elmira, Cazenovia, and Keuka – and, 
regrettably, all three are ranked 
above Alfred State. • 

  

WETD  


