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Editorials 
Heads and tails viewpoints of  the two candidates before the November 4th election 

BY DR. NICHOLAS WADDY  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

See McCAIN Page 4            

Although the day dawned 
chilly and damp, the good wishes of 
the gathered guests warmed the day 
considerably as Dr. John M. Ander-
son was inaugurated as Alfred State 
College’s 11th president.  After a 
week filled with inauguration-related 
activities, including an ice cream 
social; a faculty/staff art exhibit and 
reception; spirit day where the cam-
pus community wore the school col-
ors; and an inauguration lecture, 
outlining the college’s first 60 years; 
the excitement and anticipation cul-
minated with the pomp and circum-
stance of the inauguration ceremony 
held in the Orvis Gymnasium.   
                Hundreds of faculty, staff, 
and students, not to mention special 
guests and academic delegates, proc-
essed into the gym where a Univer-
sity Police color guard provided the 
requisite solemnity to the proceed-
ings. 
                Speakers included Jim 
Grillo, (who also presided), SUNY 
Distinguished Teaching Professor 
and chair, Faculty Senate, who of-
fered greetings from faculty and 
staff; other speakers, representing 

their respective groups included 
Carl T. Hayden, chair, SUNY Board 
of Trustees; Susan Adsit, ASC ’66, 
chair of the Alfred State College 
Development Fund Board, who 
brought greetings from all of the 
college’s volunteer boards; Craig R. 
Clark, ASC executive director 
Wellsville Campus and dean, School 
of Applied Technology, who also 
serves as Mayor of the Village of 
Alfred, who brought greetings on 

behalf of the local community; 
Adam Nash, ASC ’09, Surveying 
Technology major and chair, Stu-
dent Senate, welcomed Dr. Ander-
son on behalf of  ASC students; 
Jane Hollen, ’76, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Xerox Information Manage-
ment; Chief Information Officer for 
Xerox Corp., brought greetings 
from business and industry; Rich-
ard Miller, President Emeritus, 
Hartwick College, offered con-

gratulations on behalf of the NYS 
Academic Community; Dr. Frank 
Thiel, member, Alfred State College 
Council, offered remarks on behalf of 
that body; Robert E. Rees, SUNY 
distinguished Service Professor and 
United University Professions 
(UUP) Chapter President, brought 
greetings from the Unions; and NYS 
Sen. Catharine Young (R-Olean), 
brought greetings from NYS elected 
officials. 
                Playing off the inaugural 
theme of “Honoring Tradition, Em-
bracing Innovation,” ASC Professor 
Terrence Morgan, English and Hu-
manities Department, delivered an 
address on Alfred State College’s 
first 100 years, citing a variety of 
perceived mishaps that turned into 
opportunities for growth.  Some of 
these mishaps included building 
fires, budget cuts, and low enroll-
ment.  But each time Alfred State 
College was faced with adversity, the 
college sought innovative solutions 
and emerged even stronger. 

McCain, Not Obama, is the “Change We Need” A Quick Rise to Change 

BY ALEX NOWAK  
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

 One of the first things that 
Americans mention about Barack 
Obama is his quick rise up the po-
litical ladder. Starting off as a 
grassroots community organizer in 
South Chicago, he realized that to 
help bring along change, one had to 
reach for help from a higher level. 
In 2004, he gained the spotlight 
when he delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Democratic National 
Convention and a few months later 
he was elected to the Illinois State 
Senate.  
 His main political goal 
from day one during his days in 
South Chicago to right now, as he  
travels state to state during the last 
waning days of the election, was to 

help those in need, and to bring 
change from those who can afford 
and have the power to give it. 
 John McCain and Sarah 
Palin can taunt all they want about 
Obama’s past as a “community or-
ganizer”, because at this junction in 
time, we need someone like Obama 
to organize citizens at a grassroots 
level and get people interested in 
everyday politics and how it affects 
their lives. During the last eight 
years, citizens were frightened away 
from politics and let the country’s 
politics go unchecked except the few 
times they voted. Now, as people are 
ready to vote again in record num-
bers on November 4th, many will 
vote for the candidate who wants to 
restore Americans’ trust in their 

See OBAMA Page 4            

The purpose of this article 
is simple and straightforward.   I will 
provide readers with three compel-
ling reasons not to vote for Senator 
Barack Obama, and three strong 
reasons to lend their support instead 
to Senator John McCain. 
 One of the greatest holes in 
the case for Barack Obama is, as 
many readers will already know, his 
political inexperience.  Obama served 
7 years in the Illinois State Senate.  
As a state legislator, his career was, 
by most accounts, mediocre.  In 
2004, Obama ran for the U.S. Senate.  
Thanks to an extraordinary level of 

confusion in the Republican Party in 
Illinois, Obama found himself in the 
favorable position of facing an oppo-
nent who was selected at the last 
minute and was not even a resident 
of the state.  Not surprisingly, 
Obama won.  Since January 2005, as 
a U.S. Senator, Obama has made 
contributions to a number of bills 
and has worked on a variety of criti-
cal committees and sub-committees, 
but he has never introduced major 
legislation, let alone secured its pas-
sage.  He has, in almost all cases, 
obeyed his party leaders, rather than 
playing a leadership role himself.  
Obama has, in short, barely begun 
to learn the ropes in the Senate.  No 
doubt his familiarity with Senate 
business has also been reduced by 



 

THE TOR ECHO OCTOBER 27TH, 2008  2 TE 

 

The Tor Echo is a student publication at Alfred State College 
funded by the Student Senate and advertising revenues, published 
every other Monday. Submissions made to the Tor Echo do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editorial Board, the 
Student Senate, or Alfred State College, and are those of the 
writer. Submissions for publication, including letters to the 
editor, must be signed, though upon request the name of the 

author shall be held. We encourage letters to the editor and story 
ideas. Remember, submission does not guarantee publication. 

 

Alfred, New York © 2008 

ALEX NOWAK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

DEREK REIGLE 
MANAGING EDITOR 

THE TOR ECHO 
Orvis Activities Center 

Alfred State College 
10 Upper College Drive 
Alfred, New York 14802 

 
1.607.587.3505 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 
 

STAFF WRITER 
STAFF WRITER 

ADVERTISING MANAGER 
STAFF WRITER 

TREASURER 
CURRENT EVENTS 

STAFF WRITER 
FACULTY ADVISOR 

STAFF WRITER 
COPY EDITOR 

 
 
 

ANDREW ALTOFT  
BRENNAN DRAKE 
GAVIN GOODMAN 
 
JAKE HAGGMARK  
 
CHELSEA KAMROWSKI 
SANDRA KINNERNEY  
STANISLAV SAJIN 
HEATHER YAPLE 
 

 

FACES 
STANISLAV SAJIN, COORDINATOR 

This section showcases interviews of college staff who make a difference in the lives of 
the Alfred State community. 

ASC.EDU 
BY MIKE DEVILLE  

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

JOSEPH DAMRATH 
BUSSINESS TECHNOLOGY 

THE EDITOR 
BY ALEX NOWAK 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

 I can not believe the semes-
ter is already half over and I have 
not written an editorial. Since the 
beginning of the semester, a lot has 
been going on behind the scenes 
here at The Tor Echo. First of all, 
we have welcomed three new staff 
members who I feel should finally be 
introduced to the campus. Gavin 
Goodman has picked up several roles 
at the paper including writing arti-
cles pertinent to the political season 
and helping to organize our advertis-
ing. He is also diligently serving as 
our Student Senate representative 
which is a very important role be-
cause having a connection to the 
student body is vital to this paper.  
 Chelsea Kamrowski has also 
been an excellent addition to our 
staff. She is working on several arti-
cles that will hopefully see the light 
of day this semester if logistics get 
worked out. Her contribution to the 
paper is and will be highly appreci-
ated.  
 Heather Yaple has jumped 
aboard to serve as our Copy Editor, 
and is making sure our writing is up 
to grammatical standards. 
 On a technical front, the 
paper launched a new website at the 
beginning of the semester which is 

located at web.alfredstate.edu/torecho. 
At the website, you can read the 
current and past issues in full color 
and find out more about the paper 
including contact information and 
schedules. 
 At the end of the semester, 
there will be a slight leadership 
change at The Tor Echo. Because I 
will be going abroad to Italy with 
the Architecture department for the 
Spring 2009 semester along with 
staff members Andrew, Brennan 
and Jake, I will be stepping down as 
Editor in Chief and will assume the 
position of Managing Editor. I feel 
this is fair to the staff and campus 
to have the head of the paper at the 
Alfred campus. Derek Reigle, our 
current Managing Editor will be-
come the Editor in Chief and the 
paper will continue on as always, 
but under his leadership. 
 As the election season 
comes to an end in a few days, I 
hope everyone will go out and vote. 
 As a citizen, it is a right 
you are entitled to no matter what 
your beliefs are or which candidate 
you support. Voting is a very pow-
erful and important duty that every 
American is responsible to hold 
true and carry out.  
 It has been a great semes-
ter so far, and there is more to 
come. Thank you for your contin-
ual support. • 

Hey, it’s almost Halloween! 
Wanna do something REALLY 
SCARY this year? 

Well, take a good look at 
the two guys running for president! 
That’ll give you a real scare! Look, 
before you get all excited and ready 
to cancel your subscription to the 
Tor Echo, CALM DOWN! O’Bama is 
going to win, and we’ll get plenty of 
change, we’ll be out of Iraq, the 
economy will recover, and SNL will 
even be funny again! 

But let’s be serious for a 
minute. Are these really the two best 
qualified people to run for president 
of the United States? One guy is 
over a decade past retirement age, 
and obviously deserves to settle 
down in one of his 18 houses. And 
the other guy has been a US Senator 
for two years, and he’s been running 
for president for the whole two years 
he’s been a senator! Has he even vis-
ited the Senate chambers lately?? 

Come on! Show me Barrack 
O’Bama after about 10 years in the 
Senate, battling for things he be-
lieves in, leading others as he fights 
the opponents, stuff like that, and 
then we’ll all know if he’s ready to be 
president. 

But like I said, “Stay Cool! 
Barrack is going to win and win 
BIG! And he’ll do OK as president. 
They always do. Look, we’ve almost 

made it through eight long years 
with George the 2nd, so obviously 
we can survive four or more likely 
eight years of O’Bama.  

And we will get change 
with President O’Bama, that’s for 
sure. Except I was thinking this 
would definitely be the year we’d 
have a woman running for presi-
dent, but I guess the country wants 
CHANGE,  but not quite THAT 
MUCH change! But seriously, 
O’Bama could have picked a woman 
for his VP, right? Whatever your 
opinion of McCain, he picked a 
woman for VP.  Sure, she enjoys 
doing ‘guy things’ but she is a 
woman. 

Who would’ve guessed 
Democrat O’Bama would pick an 
OLD WHITE MAN for his VP and 
the OLD WHITE MAN Republi-
can McCain would pick a young 
woman for his VP? OK, Palin isn’t 
prepared to be president, but she 
sure put Alaska ON THE MAP, 
right? And moose hunting, too. 
Palin makes it sound like a good 
time. I’m even thinking of trying 
moose hunting myself one of these 
days. Hey, if Sarah Palin can shoot 
a moose and dress it, Deville can 
probably do it! I’ll let you know 
when I get my first moose. I’m 
dusting off my trusty old .22! 

Anyway, maybe O’Bama 
can do something like go to every 
country in the world and say “I’m 

 Joseph Damrath is an As-
sistant Professor in Business Tech-
nology Department. He teaches 
Business Law related courses. He 
has been a practicing attorney since 
1981, and has also been a Hornell 
City Court Judge since 1990. His 
undergraduate years were spent in 
LeMoyne College in Syracuse. He 
obtained his Masters at Duquesne 
University, in Pittsburgh, and his 
Law Degree from University of 
Toledo. He has been married for 
almost 28 years and has three chil-
dren: two daughters and a son.  

 
If you could be anywhere in the 

world, where would you be?   
Some of the friendliest people in the 
world were in Tennessee and West 
Virginia. I really enjoyed it when I 
went there on vacation in the past. 
But I really like History, and I enjoy 
studying the American Civil War, so 
I have gone to Gettysburg more 
times than I can remember. I like to 
go to Civil War sites. I’ve also al-
ways wanted to meet the Pope, so I 
guess that if I could go to Rome I 
would like to have the opportunity 
to meet him. I really admired Pope 
John Paul, and I also admire the new 
Pope, Pope Benedict.  
 
What is your favorite amendment 

in the Constitution? 
It is the First Amendment. The 
Right of Free Speech, and now of 
course it is the Right of Free Ex-
pression.  Like I say in my class- it is 
easy when we all agree with what is 

being said, but it is most important 
when we disagree.  
 

If you would have the power to 
change something in the Constitu-

tion, what would it be? 
I guess the clarification to whether 
or not the Founding Fathers really 
intended the Right of Privacy. It is 
set along now that we do have the 
Right of Privacy, but it is very con-
troversial because that right was 
never granted in the Constitution-it 
was applied by the Supreme Court. 
Some people feel that they made that 
right up and it has caused a lot of 
controversy. I think it would be 
good for us to have a clarification on 
this controversy. 
 

What legislation seems to you 
blatantly unreasonable? 

The federal government interfering 
with the states in education. 
 

Who of the key people in the 
court would you want to be? 

 I would probably want to be the 
judge because I have done it for so 
long that I am used to it. It is not as 
much work. 
 
What do you do in your free time? 
I read and go to sporting events…go 
visit my kids and work in my yard.  
 

What is your greatest fear?  
Hmmm…I can’t think of one off-
hand. That our citizens are becom-
ing too dependent on our govern-
ment. They are looking for the gov-
ernment to give them things, and 
this is the biggest danger to any 
democracy.  
 

What is your favorite memory 
from childhood? 

Hmmm…probably playing baseball.  
 

What would you do if there was 
no First Amendment in the  

Constitution?  
I would keep my mouth shut, other-
wise I would get in a lot of trouble. • 

See ASC.edu Page 3            

ERGO CORNER 
Futile Fight Against the Rising Sun 

 
So please hold me tightly 

And maybe we can keep the sun at bay 
And convince her it is not yet time 

To chase the shadows 
 

For when you leave 
With a parting kiss, 

This place is a little too empty 
And this bed a little too big 

 
Alyssa Rupp• 
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MISS US? 

Is there a place on or off campus that you think the Tor Echo 
should deliver to? Let us know and we’ll hook you up. 

 
torecho@alfredstate.edu 

BY SHERRY VOLK  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

ASC.EDU 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO 

sorry George the 2nd offended you. 
I promise to be very nice to your 
country, unless you do awful things 
to Americans, so please don’t do 
those things.”  

So if you’re convinced 
O’Bama is ‘the chosen one,’ just 
relax. He’ll win BIG, and the Dems 
will spend maybe $50 million on 
the inauguration ceremonies and 
balls in one day. I hear you saying, 
“Deville, that can’t be right! The 
Dems would never spend $50 mil-
lion on parties for themselves. I’m 
sure they would give it to the 
homeless people first!” Or maybe 
the Dems would give the $50 mil to 
starving children in the world.” 

Well, do a little fact check-
ing and you’ll find that Bill Clin-
ton’s second inaugural ceremony 
and balls in 1997, adjusted for infla-
tion, cost over $50 million dollars 
in 2008 dollars. Hey, Deville wants 
to be fair. George the 2nd’s second 
inaugural ceremony and balls cost 
$42 million. That’s a lot of money 
for balls, anyway you calculate it. 

So, let’s say it costs about 
$50 million to get Barrack inaugu-
rated in late January. What are we 
getting for our money?  Well, after 
President O’Bama makes peace 
with the world, he’s got to fix the 
economy including the stock mar-
ket, banking system, housing mar-
ket, and unemployment, the health-
care system, the war in Iraq, the 
energy crisis, the environment, 
Social Security, and revive the dy-
ing American automobile industry. 

That ought to occupy 
President O’Bama for at least a few 
weeks, maybe a month or so. He’ll 
have some powerful hired help, of 
course. The Dems now control the 
entire congress and once they con-
trol the White House, the Dems 
can pretty much do whatever they 
want. They can finally fix every-
thing they think George the 2nd 
broke and then start doing new 

things to the American people.   
It should be an exciting 

time to be a liberal Democrat. On the 
other hand, if you’re a conservative 
ANYTHING, you may want to cling 
to your guns and religion and find a 
small town in a red state, if there 
ANY red states left after the elec-
tion, and HIDE OUT for a few 
years. A lot of liberals are really 
tired of George the 2nd and they 
can’t wait to get back into the White 
House. Libs will probably OUT-
LAW some things conservatives like 
and LEGALIZE some things con-
servatives really hate. I’ll let you 
guess the details. 

Like I said, Halloween will 
be here VERY soon, and if you really 
want to scare yourself this year, 
think about this: One of those two, 
either John McCain or Barrack 
O’Bama, will be this country’s next 
president, unless something happens 
and we get President Palin or Presi-
dent Biden. Nothing personal 
against McCain or O’Bama, but 
there MUST be better qualified peo-
ple who can ‘run’ the free world than 
these two. 

So you’re thinking, 
“Alright, Deville, if you know SO 
much about everything, who are you 
going to vote for?” OK, fair question. 
I’m a member of a little known ‘third 
party,’ The Green Libertarians. We 
think the US government has gotten 
TOO big to be sustainable much 
longer. So we want a smaller, 
‘greener’ government, a sustainable 
government, one that doesn’t think 
the president should have to spend 
$50 million dollars on balls the first 
day he is in office. Our campaign 
slogan is “No More Balls!” Or if 
that’s too radical for you, our backup 
slogan is “Fewer Balls!” I hope you 
will remember our slogan and vote 
for The Green Libertarians on Elec-
tion Day.  Thank you and God Bless 
American. • 

On September 29, Dr. 
Nicholas Waddy hosted an evening 
talk by John Swain and Max Dreher 
on the importance of steam through 
history.  John Swain is a former stu-
dent of mine, so he invited me to 
attend.  I thoroughly enjoyed the 
talk and the models that Max 
brought along to show the develop-
ment of steam locomotives.  After-
ward, Dr. Waddy, John , and I chat-
ted about the development of tech-
nology during John’s and my life-
time.  

The issue of doing laundry 
came up, because John mentioned 
why we use the term, “…from the 
wrong side of the tracks,” a term 
usually applied to poorer, immigrant, 
or less advantaged people.  Towns 
and villages sprang up along the 
railroad tracks as our country was 
developed in the Nineteenth Century 
and the wealthier citizens always 
took for themselves the pleasanter, 
higher, cleaner pieces of property for 
their homes in these settlements.  
The less fortunate were left to make 
the life they could in the less desir-
able areas.   

Laundry in those years was 
done by hand, whether by servants, 
busy housewives, or professional 
laundry services.  It was hung out in 
the sun and air to dry.  If the wash-
erwoman (almost invariably the 
gender of the worker) were located 
downwind from the huffing, puffing, 
spark-producing, black-smoke-
belching, steam-powered locomo-
tives on a nearby track, she had to be 
very careful about when she hung 
the laundry out to dry, carefully tim-
ing her work between scheduled 
trains so that it didn’t get dirty all 
over again when the carboniferous 
smoke poured from the engine’s 
stack.  So, living downwind, “on the 
wrong side of the track,” of the 
trains passing by meant a dirtier, 
tougher existence, which people 
would work to escape, or to enable 
their children to escape. 

The discussion produced 
further explanations as John and I 
told how mothers of two generations 
ago did laundry.  (I was amazed and 
delighted to learn that in the face of 
possible societal disapproval, John’s 

dad actually did Swains’ laundry in 
those days!)  It was similar in both 
our homes.  My mom had three deep 
tub wringer washing machines in 
the cellar, which didn’t rate so hon-
orific a designation as “basement.”  
It had a partially dirt and partially 
concrete floor with a low ceiling 
which was inhabited by legions of 
spiders and snakes, which would 
crawl through the dry-laid founda-
tion and literally “hang out” on the 
warm pipes that ran under the up-
stairs floor.  

The first machine had de-
tergent in it; it was the washing 
machine.  The other two machines 
were actually rinsing machines.  All 
three had agitators and wringers 
run by electricity, so they were, in 
some sense at least, automatic.  One 
did not have to hunch over a 
washboard standing in a tub of wa-
ter and hand scrub the clothes and 
then wring them by hand.  My 
mom’s machines were set up in such 
a way that when the operator ran an 
item through the wringer of the first 
machine, it would fall into the first 
rinse tub.  The last tub’s wringer 
delivered the now clean-and-twice-
rinsed items to the laundry basket, 
which was carried up the cellar 
stairs to the clotheslines perma-
nently in place near the exit.  It was 
us kids’ job to hang up the wet 
pieces. 

There was an order to do-
ing laundry, carefully followed, so 
that the precious (possibly heated on 
a gas burner right there beside the 
machines and hand-ladled into 
them) hot water would be used to 
the greatest advantage, getting the 
most “seen” and intimate items the 
cleanest.  First were whites and deli-
cates, followed by colored clothes, 
which were succeeded by the dirti-
est, darkest items - work clothes. 

One of my own students, 
Collette Laurent, told me a cute 
story about toilet paper.  She has a 
two-year-old little sister, who loves 
to unroll the toilet paper.  Collette’s 
mom turned loss into learning by 
helping the little one pick up the 
squares and count each one. 

I will give a monster cookie 
to the first person who tells me a 
story about laundry.  (I have a cou-
ple more, myself.)• 

THE WAY THINGS WERE... 

PIONEER VOICES 
DEREK REIGLE, COORDINATOR 

“What do you think about the possibility of  a new Student Union Center?” 

SCHUYLER DUROSS 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 

“I think it’s a good idea because it 
will give a common area for all stu-
dents to get to know each other and 

become friends. Regardless if you 
live in Mackenzie, Braddon or Main 

Gate.” 

JOSH FELTZ 
COMPUTER & ELECTRONICS 

SYSTEMS 

“The idea of the center sounds great! 
I think that it would be great to 

have a centralized building for the 
needs and the convenience of the 

students. It would be great to have 
places for student organizations to 

meet.” 

MARY JOHNSON 
SURVEYING 

“I think the new Student Union 
Center will be a great improve-
ment to the college. It will give 
students a place to hang out and 

give Student Activities a more cen-
tralized location on campus.” 

ZACK TUTTLE 
ARCHITECURE 

“I think it’s pretty cool, hope they 
get it up pretty fast. It’ll be cool for 
certain majors to like take part in 

like construction and design in some 
way. Can’t wait till it’s done.” 
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the fact that, just two years after 
becoming a Senator, Obama made 
the decision to run for the Presi-
dency.  Needless to say, a Presiden-
tial campaign absorbs most of one’s 
time.  Just a few weeks ago, in fact, 
Obama actually criticized his rival, 
John McCain, for leaving the cam-
paign trail temporarily to work on 
the economic “rescue package” re-
cently passed by Congress.  Clearly, 
therefore, Obama considers doing his 
job as a Senator to be a waste of his 
time, at least under the present cir-
cumstances.  Moreover, readers 
should take note of the fact that 
Obama’s ENTIRE career in public 
life has been in the capacity of a leg-
islator.  He has never run a business 
or a government agency, let alone a 
major unit of government such as a 
city or a state.  His executive experi-
ence is virtually nil.  Granted, he has 
proven outstandingly skilled at con-
vincing voters that he has the capac-
ity to lead, but it is shocking, when 
one looks at his record, how seldom 
he has ever done so. 
 The second reason to vote 
against Senator Obama is his ex-
tremely liberal philosophy and vot-
ing record.  The American Conser-
vative Union, and Americans for 
Democratic Action (right-wing and 
left-wing groups, respectively), both 
agree that Barack Obama is among 
the most liberal members of Con-
gress.  The National Journal even 
ranked Obama as THE MOST LIB-
ERAL Senator in 2007.  Tellingly, 
Obama has proposed massive tax 
hikes, mostly on businesses and the 
wealthy.  In this climate of uncer-
tainty, Americans may find it attrac-
tive to punish the rich for their role 
in our economic troubles, but they 
should beware: even Senator Obama 
himself has admitted that raising 
taxes during a recession is a bad 
idea!  Since he made that statement, 
our economic situation has wors-
ened, and yet Obama’s commitment 
to higher taxes remains firm.  In 
addition to higher taxes, Obama has 
proposed close to $1 trillion in new 
spending.  Incredibly, when he was 
asked in the Presidential debates 
what programs he would cut, Obama 
invariably launched into a long de-
scription of the programs that he 
would INCREASE in size.  Make no 
mistake, therefore – Barack Obama is 
a true believer in big government 
and higher taxes.  Americans should 
ask themselves if more government 
and higher taxes is truly what our 
economy needs in this moment of 
crisis.  There is every reason to be-
lieve, in fact, that “Obamanomics,” if 
it becomes a reality, will dig our 
country even deeper into a recession. 
 The last reason to vote 
against Senator Obama is his ques-
tionable character.  There are many 
ways to illustrate Obama’s character 
flaws, but perhaps the best is 
through his long-time association 
with Rev. Jeremiah Wright.  For 
more than 20 years, as Obama 
worked his way up in the world of 
Chicago politics, he cultivated the 
support of the powerful and influen-
tial Rev. Wright, becoming a mem-
ber of Wright’s congregation.  There 
is not one piece of evidence to indi-

cate that Obama was ever shocked 
or scandalized by Wright’s extreme 
and at times anti-American views 
and statements, or that Obama ever 
criticized Wright to his face.  
When he decided to run for the 
Presidency, however, Obama in-
stinctively knew that Rev. Wright’s 
fiery rhetoric could be a source of 
embarrassment.  He quietly with-
drew an invitation to Wright to 
speak at the announcement of his 
candidacy.  Months later, when 
some of Wright’s most incendiary 
statements – blaming America for 
9/11, and blaming the U.S. govern-
ment for the AIDS epidemic – were 
splashed across TV screens nation-
wide, Obama made a speech in 
which he condemned Wright’s 
views, but refused to disown him as 
a friend.  Only when his association 
with Wright became a clear politi-
cal liability did Obama finally sever 
his ties with his former pastor.  
Why does any of this matter?  It 
matters because Obama has a long 
record of associating himself with 
ANYONE – be it with Rev. 
Wright; be it with the disgraced, 
corrupt, and now convicted Chi-
cago political fundraiser Tony 
Rezko; or with others – who could, 
at the time, help Obama to promote 
his political career.  What it is vir-
tually impossible to do, however, is 
to come up with a single instance in 
Obama’s past when he was willing 
to stand up to his political allies or 
sponsors on a matter of principle.  
That is a mark of low character, 
and Americans should judge 
Obama accordingly. 

Finally, I will give three 
reasons why readers should vote 
for Senator John McCain.  First, 
every American should value the 
lifetime of service that John 
McCain has rendered to his coun-
try.  Most readers will already 
know about the more than five 
years that he spent in grueling cap-
tivity in North Vietnam.  McCain’s 
career in the U.S. Navy lasted until 
1981, however, and he served in 
many different capacities, including 
in supervisory roles, and was re-
peatedly decorated and honored.  
He began his career in politics in 
1982, serving in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and then the Sen-
ate.  Unlike Barack Obama, who 
has accumulated a record of ex-
treme liberalism, John McCain has 
been a consistent pragmatist.  His 
rankings by a variety of organiza-
tions mark him as a moderate and a 
“maverick” who is very willing to 
go against the leadership of his own 
party to put “country first.”  For 
instance, one of McCain’s proudest 
moments was when he and liberal 
Senator Russ Feingold secured 
passage of a major reform of cam-
paign finance laws in 2002.  
McCain has also struggled against 
corruption, pork barrel spending, 
and corporate welfare for years.  
Never once has he requested an 
“earmark”; Obama, by contrast, has 
secured approximately $1 billion in 
pork barrel earmarks for his home 
state.  McCain has also championed 
the environment, veterans’ issues,   
  

ency, and common sense to our gov-
ernment. 
 Lastly, Americans should 
vote for John McCain because he has 
a proven record of working in good 
faith with Republicans AND Democ-
rats to move our country forward.  
Some of our most liberal Senators 
have counted John McCain as a 
friend and a valued partner in their 
efforts to pass needed legislation.  
Moreover, every American should 
keep in mind that the Democratic 
Congress currently has an approval 
rating of only 13%!!!  In all likeli-
hood, Congress will still be run by 
Democrats next year.  The choice we 
face is simple, therefore: will we elect 
a common sense, maverick Republi-
can in John McCain, who will work 
with Democrats when needed, but 
stand up to them when they push too 
hard for higher taxes and bigger 
government; or will we instead elect 
a spendthrift liberal in Barack 
Obama, who has never stood up to 
his own party bosses, and will there-
fore write them a blank check that 
future generations will be forced to 
pay?  For the sake of balance and 
restraint at the highest levels of our 
government, therefore, we MUST 
elect John McCain as our next Presi-
dent. 
 For all the reasons I have 
given, I hope that every American 
will think very hard before casting a 
vote for an unproven self-promoter 
like Barack Obama.  Now, more than 
ever, our country needs a leader it 
can trust, and that leader is John 
McCain. • 

and he has consistently opposed the 
use of torture.  All in all, Senator 
McCain’s record proves that he has 
not only the experience, but also the 
judgement and the personal integ-
rity to be an outstanding President. 
 The second reason to vote 
for Senator John McCain is because 
of the sound proposals he has made 
to fix our country’s most pressing 
problems.  In Iraq, McCain supports 
continuing the “surge” strategy that 
has brought U.S. troops to the brink 
of a historic victory in the Middle 
East.  Obama, of course, continues 
to support a precipitous withdrawal 
from Iraq.  On the economic front, 
unlike Barack Obama, McCain does 
not believe that America is crying 
out for higher taxes and more gov-
ernment spending.  McCain has pro-
posed targeted tax cuts designed to 
stimulate the economy, job growth, 
and middle class incomes.  Impor-
tantly, he supports doubling the 
child exemption in the tax code from 
$3500 per child to $7000.  The re-
sulting tax savings for many Ameri-
can families would be substantial.  
Most critically, John McCain under-
stands the central problem that the 
American economy faces: excessive 
and irresponsible spending and debt, 
exacerbated by cronyism and cor-
ruption in Washington.  Senator 
McCain knows that we do not need 
MORE government; we need 
smarter government that is account-
able to the American people, rather 
than to corporations and special 
interests.  For this reason, he has 
spent most of his political career 
trying to bring honesty, transpar-

OBAMA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

political system and jumpstart pub-
lic service, and that candidate is 
Barack Obama.  
 During the last week, focus 
has been put on Obama’s economic 
plan to tax the wealthy and busi-
nesses, while keeping taxes steady 
for those who make less than 
$250,000. Using “Joe the Plumber” 
as a mascot, the McCain campaign 
went on  a offensive to help salvage 
his campaign and began to label 
Obama’s plan as socialist and that it 
was nothing but re-distributing the 
wealth from the rich to the com-
moner.  
 In a time when the country 
is bleeding its resources in the tune 
of almost a trillion dollars to bail out 
Wall Street and major financial or-
ganizations, the country will need 
new influx of tax income to help pay 
off our growing deficit. The econ-
omy will also need to stay strong, 
citizens will want to have a sense of 
wealth, whether it is to own their 
own car, home or be able to buy 
groceries. The economy will get hit 
twice as hard when middle class 
Americans can not afford to make 
purchases not only because of high 
taxes, but because they can not find 
work because their jobs were sent 

abroad.  
 Companies will keep their 
production lines here if there is a 
market for their products, meaning 
citizens have the income to buy their 
goods, and that there is a trained 
workforce. A trained workface is 
attained by educational programs 
which are supported by tax revenue. 
Obama’s plan would not be a social-
ist redistribution of funds but will be 
a catalyst for new economic growth 
that will help fund the improvements 
for things that all Americans  in 
every economic spectrum value; our 
education, infrastructure and long 
term security by slashing our reli-
ance on other global economic mar-
kets for our own financial status.  
 The McCain campaign has 
been trying to disillusion the public 
about Obama’s credentials and plans 
because they are different from the 
agenda of the last eight years as well 
as what McCain feels will help bring 
America back to her feet. In this time 
of turmoil and uncertainty, the same 
old routine will not work in this ever 
changing climate and the country 
deserves and will receive a fresh 
breath of ideas, and a fresh breath of 
change come November 4th. • 
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BY ALEX NOWAK  
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

ARCH CLUB ROCKS CLEVELAND 

 On October 11th, ten stu-
dents and faculty advisor Terry 
Palmiter from the ASC Architecture 
Club travelled to Cleveland, Ohio to 
immerse themselves in two architec-
ture gems that the city is proud to 
have in its collection. 
 Following a pretty interest-
ing trip to a White Castle restaurant, 
the group stopped at Case Western 
University for a look around the 
Peter B. Lewis Building. The build-
ing houses the school’s Weatherhead 
School of Management and is de-
signed by popular architect Frank 
Gehry. As with a majority of Gehry’s 
buildings, the prominent characteris-
tic of the structure is metal paneling 
which creates an unusual sculptural 
mass that cuts through the center of 
the structure. Probably the most 
outstanding part of the exterior is 
where the brick fascia meets the 
metal paneling creating a morphed 
sensation as the brick bends toward 
the panel, almost as if the wall and 
the windows are melting. 
 The next stop on the 
group’s itinerary was the Rock n’ 

Roll Hall of Fame designed by I.M. 
Pei; which is located on the Lake 
Erie shore in Downtown Cleveland. 
The pyramid structure which also 
features a theater sitting on a pedes-
tal above the lake, opened in 1995 
and houses the largest collection of 
rock n’ roll artifacts in the world. 
The group immersed themselves, 
not only in the remarkable geomet-
rical Pei architecture, but in the mu-
seum’s vast collection which features 
everything from Michael Jackson’s 
infamous white glove to Paul 
Simon’s London Calling bass guitar. 
 The group then split up for 
some free time to explore the former 
industrial city. Many new develop-
ments have taken shape in the 
downtown core, bringing in new 
clubs and restaurants in old ware-
houses and the creation of the new 
Cleveland Browns stadium and the 
Great Lakes Science Center have 
brought much needed urban renewal 
to the city. 
 Cleveland is only a short 
three and a half hour drive from 
Alfred, and is definitely worth a one 
day road trip. If you have questions 
about the club, contact Andrew Al-
toft at altoftaj@alfredstate.edu. • 

CLUB MEMBERS AT CASE WESTERN WITH THE PETER B. LEWIS  
BUILDING IN THE BACKGROUND. 

BY ANDREW ALTOFT  
THE TOR ECHO 

LIFE LINES ART PROJECT 

Ever wonder what you, a 
student from Alfred State, and a 
real-live local Alfredian have in 
common? I didn’t think so, but Ms. 
Alicia Eggert is proposing such an 
idea as a public art piece that is 
intended to create a three-
dimensional map of how the lives of 
these individuals intertwine in the 
tiny village. The following is a syn-
opsis provided by the artist, a sec-
ond-year graduate student, works 
in mixed-media sculpture, installa-
tion and performance, whatever 
that means.  

Life Lines will occur for 
one week before Thanksgiving 
break and will involve one Alfred 
University student, one Alfred 
State student (Edgar Ueno, Net-
work Administration) and one Al-
fred resident who lives and works 
in town.  

The performance will re-
quire the three participants to mark 
the routes of their everyday lives 
by tracing the steps of their daily 
comings and goings. This will be 
accomplished by using temporary 
marking chalk and a line-marking 
wand to spray a dotted line on the 
ground everywhere they walk 

(outside only) for a one-week period. 
Each participant will mark their path 
with a different color. 

A map “legend” will also be 
drawn on the street at a central loca-
tion in town, in order to inform 
other Alfred residents about the pro-
ject and the people involved. The 
project was approved by the Alfred 
Board of Trustees last week. 

The artist from Alfred Uni-
versity also points out that the 
marking chalk is a safe and environ-
mentally friendly, water-based for-
mula. It provides marking that will 
last between 15 to 30 days with nor-
mal wear and weathering.  

Documentation of the pro-
ject will be made using street-level 
and aerial photographs, video, and 
interviews with Alfred residents. 

Well, now for my two cents, 
it took me a minute to visualize, but 
being a graphically thinking person 
in the Architecture major here at 
Alfred State, I think it’s a pretty cool 
idea. Yes, Alfred is a ludicrously 
small town, but after 3 years here as 
a student, it becomes very obvious 
that everyone here knows everyone 
else. What better a way to illustrate 
this idea than Ms. Eggert’s proposed 
project? I can’t wait to see all of the 
little dots around town. Stay tuned 
for more details. • 

ORC SPRING TRIP SCHEDULE 
Jan. 25; Feb. 1, 8 

Downhill ski trips to Holiday Valley Ski Resort, Ellicottville, NY 
Feb. 20-22 

Winter camping/cross-country ski trip, Phillips Creek 
Mar. 6-7 

Overnight indoor rock-climbing trip, Rock Venture, Rochester, NY 
Mar. 1, 8, 29; Apr. 5 

Kayak/canoe lessons (free*), Orvis pool 
April 17-19 

Whitewater rafting/caving trip, Albright, WVA 
May 4 

One-day end of year trip TBA 
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SUDOKU 
PUZZLE SUPPLIED BY: WWW.SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL: TRICKY 

SOLUTION TO THIS ISSUE’S PUZZLE IS ON PAGE SEVEN 

APULEIUS 
THE GOLDEN ASS 

Review by: Stanislav Sajin 

A bold story filled with 
erotica and myths. A sparkish Harry 
Potter that can keep the mind of an 
adult erected for hours in the fertile 
imagination of Greek fiction.  An 
extremely enjoyable read colored by 
satire and supernatural. 

Although this book is not 
recommended for children, Freud 
would say the contrary. In his opin-
ions such books help in preventing 

Oedipus complex or any other re-
pressed feelings that can lead to 
neurosis. The plot of the book 
starts with our hero, Lucius, who 
was travelling to a city in order to 
meet some acquaintances. On his 
way there he has his first encounter 
with mysticism in the most passive 
form- gossip. In the city he is 
housed with an influential woman, 
who also happens to be a witch. 
Driven by the desire to know what 
is happening in the secret 
“laboratory” of his hostess, he per-
suades the maid, with whom he had 
an affair, to show him some witch 
crafting. Because of his persuasion 
he accidentally was metamorphosed 
into a donkey. At the same time, 
the house was being robbed by 
thieves. In order to carry their loot 
they used “Lucius the Donkey.” 
From here on starts the unfortu-
nate life of our hero, who has to run 
from one cruel master and be found 
by a fierce master. His adventures 
will make you turn pages wildly. • 

OASIS 
DIG OUT YOUR SOUL 
Review by: Andrew Altoft 

I’ll take you back to the 
summer of 2001, I was working at 
Six Flags: Darien Lake that year 
between 8th grade and my freshman 
year of high school. I was fourteen 
and had a lust for, among many 
other things, rock and roll music 
that filled your heart and soul, then 
grabbed you by the ears and would-
n’t let you go. One night after work, 
the air was filled with the scorching 
sounds of guitars and the night sky 
shone red with stage lights. I was 
like a moth, working my way to-
wards a brilliant light. After work-
ing my magic with a couple of secu-
rity guards and flashing my em-
ployee badge a few times, there I 
was. Section 100, 4 rows away from 
the stage, I’m not sure if I even 
blinked during their two-hour set. I 
was hooked, and I still am. Call them 
what you will, but I’ve been a serious 
Oasis fan for 8 years now. 

Needless to say I was more 
than a touch excited when our fear-
less editor-in-chief (and my personal 
attorney, but that’s another story) 
slid this album across my desk. After 
they started recording over a year 
ago in July of 2007, this album fi-
nally dropped this month. Dig Out 
Your Soul is the group’s seventh stu-
dio album. Their previous record, 
Don’t Believe the Truth which came 

NATIONAL TUTOR RECOGNITION WEEK 
We will observe National 

Tutor Week from October 27th to 
October 31st.  This celebration is 
held to recognize the vital role tu-
tors, proctors, supplemental instruc-
tion leaders and note takers play in 
the success of Alfred State’s stu-
dents.   

There are approximately 
110 peer and professional employees 
engaged in this endeavor on the 

Alfred and Wellsville campuses as 
well as three dedicated tutoring labs.  
Funding for this integral program is 
provided through the Perkins Grant 
and the generous donations from 
Student Senate and ACES.      

Please stop in The Writing 
Center (SDC 237) to sign a con-
gratulatory banner to show our stu-
dents and professionals your grati-
tude for their dedication. •                                                

out in 2005, for lack of a better 
word, tanked. They took a new 
approach and tried some softer, 
“brit-pop.” Hey, it had some good 
songs on it, but the lead personali-
ties, Liam (lead vocals) and brother 
Noel Gallagher (lead guitar)  , were 
just a bit too much for themselves 
and destroyed the band’s reputa-
tion. 
The album starts off strong with 
“Bag It Up” and “The Turning” as 
big brit-rockers re-establishing the 
sounds of their earlier days. It gets 
a little monotonous until the big 
ballad “I’m outta time” slows things 
down a bit. The rest of the album is 
typical Oasis in the sense that it is 
trying to hang onto the threads of 
true rock-n-roll from the era of 
Hendrix, The Beatles and Led Zep-
pelin. But overall, it is a very solid 
and well-mixed compilation. Past 
albums the band has admittedly 
tried to do some different things, 
including an endeavor with a 100-
piece orchestra. However, they de-
cided that this time around they 
were sticking to true rock and roll, 
and rubbing your face right in it. 
Fill-in drummer Zak Starkey beats 
the skins in a Neanderthal manner 
throughout the album, but some-
how it just works. Noel Gallagher 
and Colin Archer still blaze their 
strings with the over-the-top 
crunchy feedback that has become 
synonymous with the group. And 
of course, Liam Gallagher still 
sings like he doesn’t give a damn 
what you think. 
 I was hesitant at first, 
thinking that some later work 
might dissuade me from my adoles-
cent ties with the band by doing 
something new and different. I was 
pleasantly surprised to see that 
they did just the opposite, and got 
back to doing what they do best: 
Rock and Roll, baby.• 

REVIEWS 

ORC CAVE HOURS 
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STAFF NEEDED 
Join the Echo 

torecho@alfredstate.edu 
Join the Statonian school yearbook. 

kinnersa@alfredstate.edu 

SODUKU SOLUTION ASC HOCKEY 
Alfred Hockey has begun its 

season with 2 loses, 1 to Medaille 
College, and a heartbreaking 7-6 lose 
against Hilbert College. Alfred 
hockey’s next game will be Saturday 
October 25th against Cazenovia Col-
lege, this will be the first league 

game of the year. Alfred hockey will 
then continue its season in a non-
league game against Canton college 
on November 1st. These two games 
will be held at Olean ice rink at 5pm. 
All are welcome and encouraged to 
come out and support our team. • 

                Anderson’s inaugural 
speech, built on Morgan’s history of 
the college, but more importantly, 
focused on the future.  And even 
though some of the challenges don’t 
“go away,” Anderson has a vision on 
how the college can meet those chal-
lenges head on and emerge as the 
premier college of technology in the 
nation. 

“Alfred State has always 
been a small college with big dreams 
and our future is one of innovation, 
sustainability, and service.   Alfred 
State will become the model to 
which technology colleges across 
the country aspire,” noted Anderson. 

Anderson outlined his plan 
for Alfred State’s future: 

“In this time of uncertain 
public resources, we will embrace 
innovation--we will create new 
models of service efficiency, revenue 
generation, and fundraising in order 
to realize our vision. 

“We will embrace sustain-
ability. The scope and vision of the 
new projects that are already under-
way and on the drawing board speak 
for themselves. 

“One of our goals is to cre-
ate a commercial wind farm that will 
generate at least the equivalent 
amount of energy through wind as 
all of the energy both of our cam-
puses consume.  At the same time, 
we will give resources back to the 
local community that supports us so 
loyally. There is simply no other 
college in this country undertaking 
such a project of this magnitude.  

“Our Center for Organic 
and Sustainable Agriculture will 
emphasize innovative methods to 
propagate sustainable farming 
throughout the state, revitalizing an 
honored tradition. By creating in-
structional models that allow exist-
ing farmers to move seamlessly to 
organic processes, while at the same 
time teaching aspiring agripreneurs 
how to farm both organically and 

profitably, Alfred State will, one 
class at a time, convert the fallow 
farmland of New York State into a 
fertile source of locally produced 
organic food. We will be leaders in 
the economic renaissance of New 
York farming.  

“Our Wellsville Campus 
construction programs will produce 
green model homes that not only 
support the college and educate the 
public, but will produce construction 
program graduates who are experts 
in green building techniques. In fact, 
within five years, Alfred State will 
produce more graduates who are 
prepared to move into ‘green collar’ 
jobs than any other college of our 
size in the United States.  

“We will embrace ser-
vice.  A college serves many con-
stituencies, and we will find ways to 
continue to meet and to exceed our 
obligations to those constituencies. 
We will serve our students through 
innovation and dedication. We will 
serve our employees by creating a 
dynamic, challenging, rewarding 
place to work. We will serve the 
state by reinvigorating the field of 
organic agriculture and small-scale 
farms, and multiplying the presence 
and availability of renewable energy 
and green construction. 

“I see a future where our 
contribution to the region and the 
state is even more important, even 
more powerful, even more pervasive 
than it is currently. 

“It is easy to forget that at 
Alfred State College, we are part of 
something great.  Those who came 
before us laid a solid foundation of 
honored traditions for us to build 
upon.  Together, we will leave this 
institution even better than we found 
it – we will honor tradition, we will 
embrace innovation, and we will 
fully realize the transforming poten-
tial of a premier public institution in 
this great state.” • 
  

ANDERSON 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30TH 

GREEN SCREEN PHOTOS 
Student Gathering Space 

3-7 p.m. 

JAKE HAGGMARK, COORDINATOR 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31ST 

MIRRORS 
Nevis Theater (AU Powell Center) 

8:00  p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
 

HAUNTED HOUSE 
Davis Gym (AU) 

7-9 p.m. 
Free 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND 

ORC KAYAKING LESSONS 
Orvis Pool 

TBA 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST 

COMEDIAN: DAVE  
GOLDSTEIN 

The Knight Club  
(AU Powell Center) 

8  p.m. 

WETD  

INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

 One day Johnny Cash 
searched for Plato, the great Greek 
philosopher, in order to inquire 
upon the meaning of diversity. 
 “Plato, what is diversity?” 
Plato looked surprised at hearing 
this question. “What do you mean?” 
asked Plato. 
 “I ask you to define for me 
the meaning of the difference in 
color, shape, and content.” undecid-
edly said Johnny. 
 Plato looked gravely 
around him, trying to find an an-
swer in nature. He took an iron pot 
and struck it on the head of Johnny 
Cash. 
 “Ouch…it hurts. Why did 
you do that?” cried Johnny 
 “Do you see the stars re-
volving around your head?” 
 “Yes, I do.” answered 
Johnny still woozy from the impact. 
 “Are they different in color, 
size, and brightness?” 

 “Yes, they are.” 
 “Are they starting to fade?” 
 “Yes, they are starting to 
fade.” 
 “As you can see the impact 
of something creates diversity. 
When you suddenly meet a new field 
of study, a new person, or an object 
which you have not seen before, you 
immediately start looking for differ-
ences in color, shape, and content. 
Once the impressiveness of the im-
pact fades, the search for diversity 
fades, and all merges into one.” ex-
plained Plato. 
 “I understood that. But 
where can I find a more pleasant 
impact?” asked Johnny while 
scratching the swelling red spot on 
his forehead. 
 “It’s simple. Just go to the 
International Club meeting every 
Thursday at 6PM, Braddon 
Lounge, and you will find plenty of 
pleasant impacts.” 
 “Thank you, Plato.” 
 “Just leave.”• 

BSU 

BY STANISLAV SAJIN  
THE TOR ECHO 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

There are many obstacles in 
the world that are difficult to over-
come, but people as a whole believe 
in change. By believing in change, it 
allows people to actually take initia-
tive or action in overcoming these 
barriers that society sets before us. 
The Black Student Union (BSU) 
here at Alfred State College is trying 
to culturally and racially integrate 
the students, and look past the color 
of the skin and see who people really 
are on the inside. Our goal as the 
BSU is to tear down those walls of 
stereotypes that are ingrained in our 
heads and build up diversity without 
discrimination. 

It is nearly impossible to 

expect change if there are no ac-
tions behind the words. So if you 
would like to make a difference and 
learn more about the BSU come to 
the meetings every Tuesday at 5:30 
pm in the Braddon Lounge. This is 
a chance for you to make new 
friends, learn more about what 
events are coming up, and to make 
a difference. 

 
 “Life isn’t about the color of your 
skin, or what social class you are 

in.” Dr.D 
 

AIDS Charity Game 
November 7th at 7:00 

Please come and help support the 
cure. • 

BY DON SEMES  
BROADCASTING-1977 

My interest in radio 
started after a tour of a local West-
ern NY radio station in 4th grade. 
Ever since I’ve listened to and 
wanted to be involved in radio. In 
1975 I had the opportunity to come 
to Alfred and enrolled in the Elec-
tronics/Broadcast Technology pro-
gram. I started out at the carrier 
current AM station WVAT and 
eventually got a shift at WETD-
FM. In my senior year, I was able 
to participate in the work study 
program as station manager. As 
part of the curriculum I received 
my First Class FCC License (with 
radar endorsement- thanks to Pro-
fessor Dick Hand). Prior to gradua-
tion I got a job as a broadcast engi-

neer in Rochester at WAXC. I was 
hired to “run the board” for Ferdi-
nand Jay Smith (the successful 
founder of Jay Advertising) Unfor-
tunately, the station was sold 
within six months and everyone 
was let go. I was retained on a part 
time basis to take transmitter read-
ings.  

I’ve had part time jobs at 
the radio stations in Batavia & At-
tica NY where my radio interests 
began. I’ve also worked in elec-
tronic manufacturing and manage-
ment at Bausch & Lomb, Castle/
Sybron, and Altek/Transmation. 
For 5 years I worked for a manu-
facturing software company where 
I taught and was a consultant. 
Thirty years after graduation, I am 
currently working as the Materials 
Manager for Germanow-Simon in 
Rochester. We manufacture indus-
trial thermometers and mold cus-
tom precision plastic optics. 

Recently I returned to 
Alfred for a reunion with three of 
my broadcasting classmates and 
former WETD staff. It’s great to 
see that WETD has expanded 
(with more power and new equip-
ment) and still offers students and 
the local community the opportu-
nity to participate in radio. • 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29TH 

SPEAKER: CLAUDIA GOULD 
Director of Institute of  

Cotemporary Art, Philadelphia 
Holmes Auditorium (AU) 

12 p.m. 
 

SPEAKER: MARY CARDARAS 
CNN Insider and two time Emmy 

winner discusses the election 
Nevis Theater (AU Powell Center) 

5:30 p.m. 
 

SKATE JAM 
Skateboarding, pumpkin craving and 

more. 
Harder Hall Plaza (AU) 

4-7 p.m. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH 

U.S. ELECTION  
GO VOTE 

 
ELECTION NIGHT 

Political Alignment Club 
Watch and Debate Election 

TBA 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH 

SLAM POETRY: 
MAGHOGANY BROWNE 

The ADE Lounge (AU ADE Hall) 
9 p.m. 

 
KUNG FU PANDA 

Nevis Theater (AU Powell Center) 
8:00  p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH 

RAISE UP ROOFBEAMS 
Terra Cotta Coffeehouse 

10 p.m. 
 

Band with a loyal Alfred following 
returns. 

 
AIDS CHARITY BASKETBALL 

BSU & AU’S UMOJA 
7 p.m. 

Orvis Gym 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH 

COMEDIAN: 
ANDREW KENNEDY  

Orvis Aud  
9 p.m. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 Instrumental Music is 
searching for bass and guitar play-
ers, preferably that can read music 
or previous jazz experience. Any 
instruments welcome to join for pep 
and/or jazz ensembles. For more 
information contact astatemu-
sic@alfredstate.edu. 

 We will also be holding our 
annual fall semester concert on Sun-
day, December 7th in the Orvis 
Auditorium in the afternoon. Check 
back here in future issues for official 
time or email astatemusic@ alfred-
state.edu 


