
Monday, September 26th, 2005  - Fall Issue IV - torecho@alfredstate.edu 

FAREWELL TO BILL HARCLEROAD  
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Not long after I came to Alfred in 
the fall of 2002 I met an amazing per-
son who in the following years has 
become a trusted mentor and an unbe-
lievable friend. When my hectic sched-
ule has gotten the best of me, when 
personal dramas have threatened to 
bring me down, when I’m tired and in 
need of a shoulder to lean on, the smile 
on his face is all I need to make the 
worst of days the best day I’ve had in a 
long time. Pretty soon I will be forced 
to say goodbye to someone who has 
contributed to my Alfred experience in 
ways that are immeasurable and be-
cause of this I am deeply saddened, yet 
happy for him that new opportunities 
have come about that will allow him to 
positively impact the lives of a new 
community and new students just as he 
has impacted us here in Alfred. 

Bill Harcleroad is a man that most 
people recognize as insanely dedicated. 
For years he has served this campus as 
the Coordinator for Campus Life Pro-
gramming and in that capacity has gone 
above and beyond the call of duty 
countless times. Staying up late to help 

out with concerts, driving forty-five 
minutes to campus early on a weekend 
for Family Weekend events, staying 
overnight in the R/C guest room only 
to wake up hours before dawn to set 
up Hot Dog Day in the cold, leading 
the crew of Orientation Leaders in the 
welcoming of new students, providing 
amazing insight and friendship to the 
members of the Rainbow Union, 
working diligently alongside the mem-
bers of the Alfred Programming Board 
to bring the best events possible to 
campus, spending Sundays alongside 
other campus professionals training the 
staff of the Event Support Team, bring-
ing smiles to the faces of all those who 
work under him in the Student Activi-
ties office, teaching Western Civ to 
eager students, and dedicating extra 
hours to the Faculty Senate and an end-
less number of committees…and this 
list is so trivial it cannot even be said to 
scratch the surface of everything Bill 
has done for our campus community. 
To say that we will be losing a tremen-
dous asset to our campus is an under-
statement but perhaps it is better to 
consider how fortunate we have been 
to have him with us while we were 
afforded that time. 

On October 4th the executive 
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board of APB will be traveling to Lan-
caster, PA for the NACA conference 
and at that end of that long weekend 
we will have one last opportunity to 
say goodbye to Bill before he makes his 
way to SUNY Oneonta and whatever 
new adventures lie in wait for him. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
encourage each and every one of you to 
stop up and see Bill at his office in Or-
vis before that time and thank him. 
Thank him for coming to work every-
day and making this place a better place 
to be. Thank him for always thinking of 
the students when the easier solution 
would be to think of himself. Thank 
him for offering his smile, his wisdom 
and his friendship to all those who have 
needed it. Most of all you should thank 
him for the love he has for this college 
because that love has directly benefited 
us as students in more ways than most 
people could ever fathom. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to extend my own thanks. Thank 
you, Bill, for leaving your office door 
open and never kicking me out when I 
stop in to pick your brain. Thank you 
for answering your cell phone when I 
call on a weekend to ask questions rele-
vant to a campus event. Thank you for 
having the answer to most every ques-

tion I need to ask you, for going out of 
your way when someone requests a 
favor, for never judging a book by its 
cover, and thank you for being one of 
the best friends I have made while a 
student here at Alfred. You have taught 
me what it means to be a professional, 
what it means to be dedicated and what 
it means to be an upstanding character 
that others can look up to. I believe I 
am a better person today than I was 
three years ago and I owe that in part 
to you. To my advisor, my supervisor, 
my mentor and my friend, on behalf of 
the Student Senate, the Alfred Pro-
gramming Board, the Rainbow Union, 
the Event Support Team and all stu-
dents at Alfred State College- I love 
you, William. You will be missed in 
ways you cannot imagine. • 

BY CINDY CONVERSE 
STUDENT SENATE PRESIDENT 

The results are in! After many 
weeks of planning the ASC vs. AU 
Throwdown Showdown Dodgeball 
Tournament to benefit the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina has come to a close. 
Each team paid a $50 entry fee and 
spectators paid $3 at the door in order 
to see their favorite faculty, staff and 
students go head to head in all-out 
dodgeball combat. Members of the 
Alfred Programming Board with great 
assistance from the sisters of Alpha 
Beta Chi sold Alex’s pizza, popcorn 
and soda as well as APB sponsored 
Hurricane Katrina Relief bracelets. 
Performances by the Alfred State Pep 
Band, The Notables and the AU Middle 
Eastern Dancers entertained the crowd 
as well as the smooth dodgeball prow-
ess of University Police’s own Lieuten-
ant Heller. 

We would like to extend a heart 
felt thank you to all of the teams for 
playing, all of the fans for showing 
support and all of the volunteers for 
helping to make this event a huge suc-
cess. It is because of you that we are 
able to collect an amazing $1500 to 

donate to Katrina relief efforts! 
After a long evening of dodgeball 

and several fierce competitions State’s 
own Intramural All-Stars took the 
championship! Following in a close 
second was ASC University Police with 
the Alfred University Athletes taking 
third place. Each team received a cer-
tificate of recognition and an Alex’s 
pizza. The championship team also 
won a $50 gift certificate to the Jet and 
personalized championship t-shirts. 
The second place University Police 
team also walked away with Alfred 
State t-shirts. 

Thank you to the both the ASC 
Faculty team and the AU Faculty team 
for going above and beyond to donate 
well over the $50 entry fee. Your con-
tribution does not go unnoticed! Spe-
cial thanks also is owed to the follow-
ing people- without your hard work 
this would not have been possible! 

Bill Harcleroad, Alfred Program-
ming Board for donating the food, 
drinks and bracelets, Claudia Autrey 
for helping man ticket sales and conces-
sions, our referees Todd Ford, Matt 
Agnello and Brian Senkiw, the sisters 

DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

of Alpha Beta Chi for working conces-
sions, Alfred State Student Senate, 
Alfred University Student Senate, AU’s 
WALF Engineering Director Martin 
Klingensmith, Coach Moore for your 
assistance in prepping the gym, and 
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anyone else we may have regretfully 
forgotten. 

Congratulations again to the 
first ever Throwdown Showdown 
Champions- the Alfred State In-
tramural All-Stars!!! • 
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GET INVOLVED 

Name: Lauren Gaffney (Lois Lane)  
Hometown: Cheektowaga, NY (Buffalo) 
Position with paper: Copy Editor 
Major: Marketing 
Other Organizations: CA in Braddon Hall, Bookstore, ACES board, 
 Student Senate  
About Me: A few things about me. As far as food is con-

cerned, I'll eat just about anything and a lot of 
it. Music is my passion, I have too many to 
favorite songs to name. My favorite movies 
are: Casablanca, Anchorman, Love Actually, 
Good Will Hunting, Forrest Gump, Zo-
olander, and my favorite book is Love Medi-
cine. I’m living and learning a little each 
day. I'm graduating in December then trans-
ferring to Canisius College in Buffalo to get 
my Bachelor's Degree. 

Name: Alex Nowak 
Hometown: Buffalo NY 
Position with paper: Staff Writer 
Major: Architecture 
Other Organizations: Architecture Club, WETD  
About Me: This is my first semester here at Alfred and I 

must say it has been an enjoyable part of my 
life so far. The constant cravings for decent 
chicken wings, Mighty Taco and Loganberry 
have not hindered my involvement here at 
ASC. Currently I am the Vice President of the 
Architecture Club, a DJ on WETD as well as a 
writer for this fine publication. My hobbies 
include playing the guitar, listening to my ever 
growing 20GB collection of music, hanging 
out with friends and playing Monopoly. (I’m 
always the race car, in case you needed to 
know.) 

Name: Susan Li 
Hometown: Woodside, NY 
Position with paper: Staff Writer 
Major: Liberal Arts & Science 
Other Organizations: International Club 
About Me: This is my 3rd year at Alfred State. I'll be 

graduating next semester. I started out major-
ing in Veterinary Technology and changed my 
major half way through the school year. This is 
my first year working for the Tor Echo. In my 
spare time I enjoy playing volleyball, bowling, 
shooting pool, reading and watching comedy 
movies… so with that I leave you this quote 
from my favorite movie: “I don't know how to 
put this but I'm kind of a big deal… I'm very 
important. I have many leather-bound books 
and my apartment smells of rich mahogany.” 

Name: Jennifer Empson 
Hometown: Port Orange, FL 
Position with paper: Staff Writer 
Major: Accounting 
Other Organizations: None 
About Me: This is my first semester at Alfred, and my 

fourth year living in New York. I commute to 
school since I live in Elm Valley. I would have 
loved to live on campus, but having a two year 
old daughter prevented that from happening. I 
enjoy joy-riding, shopping, attempting to 
snowboard, three-wheeling with my dad, and 
spending time with my daughter & family. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION MEET THE TOR ECHO 
THE TOR ECHO 

Supplemental Instruction is known as  
SI. The following classes offer study 
groups: 
 
∗ Differential Equations 
∗ Nursing I 
∗ Survey of American History I 
∗ College Algebra 
∗ Financial Accounting 
∗ Managerial Accounting 
∗ General Chemistry 
∗ Farm Management 
∗ Technical Calculus I 
∗ Intro. To IT 
∗ General Microbiology 
∗ Visual Programming 

∗ Intro. To Computer Program-
ming 

∗ A & P for Nursing 
∗ Human Biology 
∗ Freshman Composition 
 
SI IS A GREAT WAY TO REVIEW 
THE MATERIAL AND PREPARE 
FOR TESTS! 
 
ASK YOUR PROFESSOR ABOUT 
SI or e-mail woodbl@alfredstate.edu 
to find out more information. We 
encourage you to take advantage of 
this free service today! • 

HOME 
CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 8  

Since my first day here on campus, 
I always learned to make the best out 
of my college experience and I have 
always let my studies and academics 
come first. I have become a DJ on Sun-
days for the WETD radio station 
known as J-Rock, a staff member of 
the Tor Echo newspaper, and a volun-
teer here at Alfred State College. Ever 
since the first day here at Alfred State, 

I felt more independent to be own my 
own. 

On my first few days on campus I 
felt a bit homesick and sometimes I 
missed my mother a lot. But after 
spending some time here on campus 
and meeting with new people I felt 
more independent and mature than I 
use to be back when I was in High 
School. 

Alfred State College has given me 
the best experience in my life and I will 
never forget that feeling of independ-
ence for the rest of my life. •  
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WETD DJ SPOTLIGHT 
THE TOR ECHO 

Hey everyone. J-Diddy here sending 
you all the information you will ever 
need to become happy in life. Listen to 
my radio show, every Saturday at 8 pm 
to 10 pm on 90.7 WETD. Me and my 
awesome, bodacious mate Doty are there 
for two hours to send you and all your 
listening friends to a far away land filled 
with gumdrop mountains and fruit punch 
streams. Fun and excitement are waiting 
for you with a flip of the switch on your 
radio or you can even turn on your TV to 
Channel 3. I’m there also, playing all of 
your favorite music. A little bit of every-
thing, anything from old 80’s tunes to an 
awesome new age jam. You can count on 
hearing it all. Plus, you can hear me rant, 
I mean everyone that knows me, which is 
a lot of people, know I like to rant about 

things going on around campus, and 
know that I love to voice an opinion. So I 
am not entirely sure if that is a good 
thing or a bad thing yet. I can guarantee 
that when you listen to my show, you are 
going to get your money worth. Granted 
it is free but you know what I mean… if 
you were paying for it, you would be 
happy about it. And no one would think 
you are a nerd or a dork for sitting 
around and listening to me. They would 
want to join in on the fun and grab “a 
pizza and some of your favorite bever-
ages” as my fantastic Calculus Teacher 
Mr. Burns would perfectly state, and 
listen to me rant and rave! You know I 
am cool, and if you don’t know how cool 
I am, you have not listened to my show 
yet, so get a move on and listen. I will be 
waiting for you. • 

torecho 

alfredstate.edu 

@ 

ASC KARATE CLUB LATEST TESTING 

ADD/DROP PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS 
 This is a reminder to students 

that you have until Friday, September 
9th, at 11:00 a.m. to add or drop a 
class without paying a $20.00 fee. Part-
time students should realize that they 
will have to pay tuition and fees for 
added courses and that any refunds for 
dropped courses will be pro-rated ac-
cording to the published refund policy.  

 Please take note that if you 
wish to add a class after five instruc-
tional days, you must have the approval 
of both your department chair and the 
chair of the academic department of-

fering the course. If you are dropping a 
course, you must have the signature of 
either your adviser or department 
chair. Completed and signed forms 
should be brought to the Enrollment 
Services Office for processing on the 
Alfred Campus and to the Dean's Of-
fice for Wellsville Campus students.  

 After September 9th at 11:00 
a.m., for a fee of $20.00, you may 
continue to add or drop courses (with 
the appropriate signatures) until Octo-
ber 28th, 2005. • 

ASC KARATE CLUB LEARNING 
THE ART OF MAT ROLLING  

THE TOR ECHO 

On Sunday, September 11th, stu-
dents and faculty from both Alfred 
State and Alfred University gathered at 
the Village Bandstand for a day of mu-
sic to benefit the victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. Throughout the day, spare 
change and generous dollars were col-
lected while the community enjoyed 
the talents of several bands and heard 
speeches from the local chapters of the 
Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity and 
the Salvation Army about their aid 
efforts in the ravaged areas down 
South. 

Noting the terrorist attacks on our 
country four years ago, the festivities 
began with the playing of the national 
anthem by the Alfred State Brass En-
semble. The bands that followed 
ranged in all genres of music. The An-
dover Bag Pipers entertained the 
crowd with their duo of bagpipers and 
with the song, “Amazing Grace.” Next, 
WETD Moderator Mark Amman and 
his band, Brother Dietze and the Dixie 
Boys, played a set of blues and jazz 
music in homage to the musical climate 
of the ravaged New Orleans area. 

Darryl and Cathy Huels went on 
next and performed a mostly covers set 

of soft rock including a cover of Ma-
roon 5’s “This Love.” Raindog went on 
next and delivered a powerful set of 
90’s alternative and metal songs includ-
ing the set highlights of Metalica’s 
“Enter Sandman” and Velvet Re-
volver’s “Slither.” 

Rap-rock band Loveburger hit the 
stage next and played a variety of both 
original songs and a creative mix of 
covers they put their own twist on 
including covers of Gorrilaz’s “Feel 
Good Inc.” and Elton John’s “Rocket 
Man.” The headliner of the concert, 
Navar, tore through an impressive set 
of songs from their two independently 
released albums along with a cover of 
Pearl Jam’s “I Believe in Miracles” and 
a prolonged and audience interactive 
cover of “Hey Jude” from The Beatles 
that close the benefit concert at around 
10 o’clock. 

Because of the help of the various 
volunteers from various organizations 
in the Alfred community including 
ACES who ran the concession tent, 
WETD who supplied the stages and 
sound equipment and the various fra-
ternities, sororities and Student Staff 
who supplied man power and dona-
tions, the event brought the Alfred 
community together and raised more 
than $2,000 to help get the ravaged 
South back on its feet. • 

ALFRED COMMUNITY GATHERS 
FOR KATRINA BENEFIT  

BY ALEX NOWAK 
STAFF WRITER 
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Hurricane Katrina ruined a lot of 
lives and a lot of homes. The disaster 
might have also left a lot of you won-
dering what you can do to help the 
victims of this tragedy. There was re-
cently a meeting for different organiza-
tions letting the people of Alfred State 
College know what they can do to help 
out. Here's how you can help out: 

 
∗ Coffee Can Contribu-

tions: There are coffee cans 
located throughout the school 
in offices. 

∗ Stuffed Animal Collec-
tion: Donate stuffed animals 
for the Red Cross. Everyone 
at the meeting was told to 
drop these off at the Univer-
sity Police. 

∗ Alfred State College 
Community Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner: A portion of 
the admission will be donated 

to the relief effort. 
∗ Blood & Food Drives: 

Donate blood and food to the 
relief efforts. 

∗ Lollipop Sales: People will 
be selling lollipops on campus 
for 50¢ a proceeds will be 
donated. 

 
This is just a short list of ways to 

donate and help. For more information 
on how to help, links to different dona-
tion and volunteer websites, and who 
to contact to help visit: http://
p s p . a l f r e d s t a t e . e d u / k a t r i n a /
default.aspx • 

HELPING HEAL THE DAMAGE 
BY JENNIFER EMPSON 

STAFF WRITER 
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TURNITIN.COM: A NEW SERVICE AVAILABLE TO PROFESSORS GREEK RUSH PARTY 

SEE ORC TRIP PAGE 8 

During orientation, freshmen 
heard all about TurnItIn.com; how-
ever, the returning students have no 
idea what it is. The purpose of this 
article is to educate students about this 
new service available to professors. I 
attended a seminar given by Professor 
Curry, of the English Department, 
about the topic along with the IT sen-
iors.  

So without further adieu, this is 
how it works: the professor uploads 
your paper to TurnItIn.com and from 
there a report is generated for the con-
venience of the professor that gives 

links to where ever else on the web 
your material is quoted. Teachers have 
always done this, but before they had 
to do it manually by copying and past-
ing text to search engines. Tur-
nItIn.com will save professors a lot of 
time by doing this for them. It also will 
allow for the student to see where they 
went wrong with citations and how to 
avoid making such errors in the future.  

The software is not used for grad-
ing; all it does is generate a report for 
the professor on whether or not your 
paper is plagiarized. The professor will 
still read your paper over and be able 
to see if you made a mistake in your 
citations after the fact. In addition, if 
professors plan on using the software 

they must let their students know 
ahead of time. If you think for some 
reason there was an error in your re-
port, and it says you plagiarized when 
you did not, then you may appeal; a 
robust appeals process is currently 
under development. 

The purpose of this initiative is to 
make students do their own work. If 
you already do, then you will have 
nothing to worry about. The man in 
charge of bringing this service to cam-
pus is Professor Curry, any questions 
can go to him directly at cur-
ryrl@alfredstate.edu or you can relay 
t h e m  t o  m e  a t  b a l d -
wijr@alfredstate.edu • 

There will be an All-Greek Rush 
party hosted by Greek Senate. It will 
be Sunday, September 25th and is to be 
held in the Pioneer Lounge from 6-
9pm. It is a great opportunity to learn 
about all of the Alfred State fraternities 
and sororities. There will be free pizza 
and wings and all are welcome. • 

Applications to apply for Decem-
ber 2005 graduation are available on-
line from September 14, 2005 to Oc-
tober 14, 2005. The on-line applica-
tion can be found on BannerWeb by 
entering the secure site, clicking on 
Student Services & Financial Aid and 
then on Student Forms. Remember 
that the on-line site is not available 
until September 14 and will no longer 
be available after October 14, 2005.  

If you are not able to apply on-
line, you may pick up an application in 
Room 214 of the Ag Science Building 
and complete and return it no later 
than the deadline date of October 14, 
2005. 

If you have any questions as to 
whether you have met graduation re-
quirements, you should contact your 
student adviser or your department 
chair. • 

GRADUATION 
THE TOR ECHO 

BY JEFFEREY BALDWIN 
MANAGING EDITOR 

THE TOR ECHO 

MISS(TER) UNDERSTANDING 
Dear Miss(ter) Understanding, 
Recently my girlfriend has been want-
ing to spend like every waking minute 
with me. I love her, and I like spending 
time with her, but I’m having trouble 
keeping up with all my schoolwork 
because I can’t get anything done when 
she’s around. How can I let her know 
that I need some space to get stuff done 
without upsetting her?  
 

Sincerely, 
Falling Behind 
-- 
Dear Falling, 
It sounds like you really appreciate 
your girlfriend and her company – 
that’s great! What’s not so great is that 
you’re not able to do what you’re here 
to do which is school. Try sitting down 
with your girlfriend (maybe over lunch 
or dinner). Tell her how much you 
enjoy spending time with her but that 
you’ve started to get behind in your 
schoolwork. Let her know how impor-
tant school is to you. Use “I” messages 
instead of “you” messages. For exam-
ple, “I really like seeing you all the 
time, but I also have to spend some 
time doing school stuff” instead of, 
“Spending all this time with you is 
really hurting my schoolwork”. 

Chances are, if it’s phrased properly, 
she’ll understand and give you some 
space. Maybe the two of you can even 
schedule times to hang out (because 
she’s probably busy, too). Scheduling 
“date times” is always fun because it 
gives you both something to look for-
ward to and plan for. Scheduling also 
increases your quality time so you’ll 
appreciate each other more in the long 
run – make each scheduled time extra 
special! Good luck, and thanks for 
writing! • 

To submit a question to Miss(ter) Under-
standing, send an email to missterunder-
standing@gmail.com All submissions to 
Miss(ter) Understanding are 100% confi-
dential, and Miss(ter) Understanding will 
try to answer every question (but not all 
questions will appear in the Tor Echo). Miss
(ter) Understanding is an advice column 
here to help you with issues that might be 
getting in the way of your schoolwork (some 
relationship issues, homesickness, time man-
agement, roommate concerns, etc.). Miss
(ter) Understanding cannot help with very 
serious or high-risk issues like suicide, sub-
stance abuse, depression, domestic violence, 
or eating disorders. If you would like more 
information on these or other issues, or 
would like to speak with a campus profes-
sional, call Mary Clancy at 587-4500.  

WELLNESS CORNER 
BY PATTY AMIDON 

HEALTH EDUCATOR 

Are you feeling overwhelmed in 
trying to keep up with everything? It 
may be as simple as managing your 
time, which in turn, can relieve your 
stress. 
 

Time Management Advantages 
∗ Gain time 
∗ Motivates and initiates 
∗ Reduces avoidance 
∗ Promotes review 
∗ Eliminates cramming 
∗ Reduces anxiety 

 

To Manage Time 
∗ Develop a clear idea of what 

is important and needs to be 

achieved 
∗ Keep a to-do list and priori-

tize tasks 
∗ Set aside particular times for 

down time 
∗ Stay ahead of deadlines, don’t 

wait until last minute 
 

Benefits  
∗ Learning time management 

skills will benefit you for the 
rest of your life 

∗ Improve your grades=gain 
academic confidence 

∗ Help keep stress in check 
∗ Help you to be competitive in 

career you choose= getting 
organized 

∗ Improve your time awareness 
∗ Gain more time for fun! • 

OUTDOOR RECREATION CLUB - WHITE WATER RAFTING AND PAINTBALL 
BY JUSTIN HAUSNER 

SPORTS EDITOR 

So when you think of the Outdoor 
Recreation Club do you think of rug-
ged guys eating pine cones and brush-
ing your teeth a twig? I did as well, 
before I went on the recent Whitewa-
ter rafting/ paintball trip a few week-
ends ago. 

I had the BEST time of my life, 
starting with the 6 HOUR van trip 

down to southern Pennsylvania. We 
sang and danced (the most we could 
have in the van) the whole way down. 
Having the time of our lives with our 
stop in Albion, PA at the local Wal-
mart, where we looked for pirate ma-
terials. It was a pirate themed trip! 

When we got to the campground 
it was about 11pm (so it was dark out.) 
For those of you that know me, I am 
not the “outdoors” type! So, throw me 
into a wooded area (at night) and tell 
me “Justin, we need to set up the tents 
and get the camp area set.” I will tell 
you how I helped, I held the flashlights 
(3 of them) waving them around me so 
bears would be too scared to come 
near me, not really, but kind of. Any-
ways, when I got the tent set up we 
decided to hit the hay and get some 
shut eye. Shut eye, yeah lets talk about 
that. You put ME in a situation where I 
can’t see 2 feet in front of my face, 
weird animals making strange noises all 
around in the night air, and you tell me 
to go to sleep. That is NOT going to 
happen. I had to sleep on the floor, 
which was just awesome for my back, 

but I endured it, ‘cause the tent was 
awesome. Me and three other awe-
some people shared a tent together 

After a wonderful night sleep 
(sarcasm is included in that statement) 
the wake up call came at 8:00 am. I 
woke up, stretched my arms and 
yawned, and smelled a great aroma of 
Pancakes being made by my fellow 
O.R.C.er’s. It was a beautiful morn-
ing, a lot prettier then the night before. 
We jumped in the vans and headed for 
the mission ahead. A river that would 
test our willingness to live. To me, a 
trip down the river without a motor 
and/or a cold beverage was unheard of 
before that day, but I was excited none 
the less. 

When we got to the base site we 
were shown a video that made me 
make a little mess in my pants, and did 
not make me more comfortable to go 
down this “little river”. Anyways, we 
pushed off on a 7 hour voyage down a 
river filled with fast paced rapids and 
rocks bigger then a car. 
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GENESIS - PLATINUM COLLECTION JACK JOHNSON - IN BETWEEN DREAMS 
MUSIC REVIEWS 

Ok, ok, ok. I know what you are thinking, “Is he making 
this up, a whole CD completely of Genesis’ greatest hits?” 
Well you are right, because I am making it up, there are 3 
CDs in the package. Well, let me tell you guys, when I 
first heard about this CD coming out, I was, from what I 
remember, in a state of shock, to think that the people of 
the music industry had felt the need to wait this long to 
give this gift to the world is beyond me. Now I know 
there are some of you out there who are not in the Phil 

Collins fan club, but I mean come on, if you are having a bad day, will there ever be 
a better song to blare then “Tonight, Tonight, Tonight”? Probably, but its still a 
great song none the less. 
 

On a personal note, this is the last issue that will be seen by one of the most 
inspirational people that I have met here at Alfred State college is leaving our com-
munity in the beginning of October. He is, of course, moving on to better things. 
But he will be missed, William Harcleroad has given many years of service to this 
college and he would just hate it if he had to leave this college with just one person 
not aware of his love and passion for this great band. 
 

For my good friend and mentor Bill, that I give this CD an 11 out of 10. This 
set will always make me remember you, Bill, and I hope that when you listen to 
your favorite band, Genesis, you think back and remember your time in Alfred. We 
love you and you will be missed. • 

REVIEW BY JUSTIN HAUSNER REVIEW BY JUSTIN HAUSNER 

I guess I am starting to take requests for my reviews. 
One of my (newly appointed) editors, Lauren, asked 
me to review one of her favorite CDs for this issue. 
And seeing how she is my Lois Lane, I would do any-
thing for her. So I did it, Jack Johnson’s new CD “in 
between dreams” I must admit I did not mind writing a 
review on this CD because it just happened to be one of 
my favorites as well. Any-who. 
 

Jack Johnson has to be, in my opinion one of the day’s 
best signer, songwriter out there today. JJ hold good 

company in my book, some company include Tom Chaplin from the band “Keane” 
and Jesse Lacey from “brand new” (two bands that I strongly suggest you check out 
if you like Jacky boy here.) Although this CD is filled with fast and slow songs of 
every caliber, a perfect “something for everyone” CD, it is the lyrics that really hit 
home. Listening to the lyrics you really get the feeling that he really singing about 
things that matter to him not just songs about getting drunk at a club or shaking 
your butt like a condiment holder of some sort. (Not to single out any songs in par-
ticular or anything.) 
 

But as I was saying, this CD does deserve a high grade on the scale so I am going 
to grant it an 8 out of 10. this CD just makes you want to go down to the Terra 
Cotta (business plug) and grab a coffee and just zone out for a few hours, or study 
for Economics, cause in reality aren’t they just the same thing anyways?? • 

torecho @ alfredstate.edu 

torecho @ alfredstate.edu 

MARS VOLTA - FRANCES THE MUTE 
REVIEW BY ALEX NOWAK 

racas and the John Bonham invoking drumming of Jon Theodore. On “Miranda that 
Ghost Just Isn’t Holy Anymore,” a funeral guard like trumpet solo by the Red Hot 
Chili Pepper’s Flea ends the song on a very somber note. 

 
A single drumbeat brings listeners into the last track of the album, the 32-

minute long “Cassandra Geminni”. A slow, almost disco sounding tempo is the 
background for the first movement with Rodriguez speaking almost as if he is read-
ing from the diary. With lyrics like “there’s no light in the darkness of your furthest 
reaches” show the despair the band is feeling by the loss of Jeremy Ward and what 
the author of the diary was experiencing. 
 

Although the exact motive behind why Mars Volta decided to go the route they 
did in creating Frances the Mute is not completely clear, whether it was to be used as 
a eulogy for their fallen friend or just to show that they have moved on from their 
alternative rock roots in their former band, At the Drive In, Frances the Mute, is one 
of the most interesting and artistically compelling albums that has been released in 
years. • 

When people refer to a “concept album” they usually 
refer to the format of the album and not really what story 
lies behind it. When The Mars Volta released their second 
full length album, Frances the Mute, last spring, they an-
swered that question. 

 

The album is comprised of five interconnected songs 
that tell a basic story. The story, as the band explains it, is 
based on a diary that late band member Jeremy Ward 
found in the back seat of a car during his days as a repo 

man. The author of the diary was adopted and wanted to find his real parents. The 
band then used this diary to remember Jeremy who died of a drug overdose two 
years ago. 
 

The 75 minute epic begins with the 13 minute “Cygnus…Vismund Cygnus” ” 
which features the trademark and closest thing in post rock to Robert Plant style 
wails of singer Omar Rodruguez. The second track, “The Widow” sounds like it 
could have come from Led Zeppelin IV only with a little Latin twist. Other high-
lights include “L’ Via L’ Viaquez” with its heavy Cuban jazz theme with congas, ma-

HAVING FUN WITH ARTS AND CRAFTS 

The Arts and Crafts Club’s tie dying and reverse tie dying program had an 
amazing turn out of over 40 people! If you enjoy arts and crafts definitely check out 
the club! If you have AOL Instant Messenger, the ASCArtsandCrafts is a great 
buddy! If you are interested in the club and would like a program in your building, 
or if you are a staff member and want an easy educational program please contact 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Spring Break 2006 with Student Travel Services to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas and 

Florida. Are you connected? Sell Trips, Earn Cash & Travel Free! Call for group 
discounts. Info/Reservations 800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com. 

PEER TUTORING WEEK 
October 3rd - 7th is National Peer Tutoring Recognition Week 

TUTORING IS GREAT AT 
ALFRED STATE! 
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WETD DJ ROTATION SCHEDULE 

COMICS, ZODIAC  
CAMPUS LIFE & 

HOROSCOPES 
ARIES (March 21-April 20) Before 

mid-week, ask close friends and 
trusted work mates for detailed expla-
nations of recent group events. Social 
politics and revised business loyalties 
are now a strong theme. After 
Wednesday, team aspirations will 
quickly change: remain dedicated to 
short-term projects and study the past 
comments or controversial promises of 
others. Friday through Sunday also 
highlight outdated emotional obliga-
tions. Stay detached: unproductive 
friendships need to fade. 

 
TAURUS (April 21-May 20) 

Loved ones or romantic partners may 
this week be socially critical or unre-
sponsive. Take none of it personally. 
Over the next nine days, private family 
disruptions with older relatives may be 
a source of concern. Tuesday through 
Friday, a trusted colleague may ask for 
delicate business advice. Don't get 
involved: workplace politics are now 
best approached with caution. Later 
this weekend, plan cozy home events 
and calm family encounters: quiet 
moments will prove helpful. 

 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) Over 

the next six days, social intuition and 
rare impressions may be unusually 
revealing. Areas affected are private 
promises, new romantic flirtations or 
shifting group dynamics. A long-term 
friend may soon wish to explore a 
controversial relationship. Remain 
diplomatic: strong opinions and quick 
social changes will not be easily ac-
cepted. Later this week, yesterday's 
business contacts or employment pro-
posals may reappear. Don't hesitate: 
powerful rewards are available. 

 
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Mon-

day through Thursday, new friends or 
colleagues may be overly familiar or 
flirtatious. Romance and sensuality are 
a compelling theme this week: use this 
time to express previously private 
feelings but avoid promises or commit-
ments. Before mid-October, public 
affections may change without warn-
ing: stay balanced. Late Saturday, a 
close friend or relative may reveal 
complex details concerning a troubled 
relationship. Regrets are genuine: of-
fer encouragement. 

 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Group 

communications may this week be 
unreliable or mildly strained: after 
Tuesday, expect workplace and family 
gatherings to be quickly disrupted by 
misinformation, strong opinions or 
vague promises. Someone close may 
no longer tolerated delays. Remain 
open to fresh ideas. Meaningful pro-
gress will arrive in the coming weeks. 
After Saturday, a casual friend may 
offer surprising overtures. Private 
attraction and subtle flirtation are ac-
cented: trust your first instinct. 

 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) De-

tailed discussions with friends or close 
colleagues should be avoided over the 
next nine days. At present, minor so-
cial mistakes and procedural errors in 
the workplace are easily exaggerated. 
Find positive ways to involve all in 
public planning: creative distraction, 
group suggestions and enjoyable social 
routines will soon provide relief. Fri-
day through Sunday, a friend or rela-
tive may propose plans for relocation 
or extended travel. Remain cautious: 
new insights will soon arrive. 

 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Roman-
tic timing is now vital to the success of 
long-term relationships. Over the next 
nine days, someone close may ask for a 
clear description of public intentions. 
Reliable promises and time schedules 
are a prime concern: offer concrete 
times, dates and figures. After Thurs-
day, plan unique leisure activities or 
private encounters with loved ones. 
Intimacy and shared trust may now 
require extra attention: don't hesitate 
to begin key discussions or emotional 
negotiations. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Yes-
terday's friends or co-workers may this 
week reappear. Before Wednesday, 
take time to absorb all subtle emo-
tional lessons. Over the next few 
weeks, many Scorpios will experience 
a newfound awareness of repeated 
mistakes. Unique spiritual information 
is now available: study all insights and 
impressions for important clues. 
Thursday through Saturday, friends 
and relatives may be critical of new 
activities or late social invitations. Pro-
vide support: emotions may be high. 

 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 

21) Sudden glimpses of the future may 
this week reveal vital business or finan-
cial information. Study the habits, 
ideas and subtle suggestions of friends 
or close colleagues: over the next nine 
days, private aspirations, favoritism or 
delicate workplace triangles may be-
come obvious. Check with trusted or 
experienced co-workers for reliable 
tactics. Friday through Sunday, a ro-
mantic relationship may demand new 
negotiations. Home plans and reloca-
tion are accented: stay alert. 

 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

Long-term friendships will this week 
require diplomacy. After Tuesday, 
minor jealousies, romantic disputes or 
feelings of abandonment may rise 
quickly to the surface. Expect valuable 
progress in all social issues: at present, 
close friends need to openly challenge 
the confidence of new companions. 
Remain detached and wait for change. 
Wednesday through Saturday, business 
opportunities arrive without warning. 
Pay special attention to new job titles 
and rare promotions. 

 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 

Workplace relations are now scattered 
and unreliable. Over the next six days, 
expect new colleagues to provide mis-
information, silly mistakes or wrongful 
instructions. Remain patient: before 
mid-October, difficult projects will 
require careful planning and extensive 
revisions. Allow mangers or trusted 
officials to set the pace and tone. Later 
this week an unexpected romantic 
invitation may cause controversy. Ig-
nore criticism and trust your first im-
pressions: all is well. 

 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 

Timely reminders from close relatives 
may now trigger family decisions. 
Over the next few days, loved ones 
may feel pressured to bring significant 
change to their personal or profes-
sional lives. Daily habits and promised 
improvements may be a strong con-
cern: stay focused and wait for proof 
before encouraging new promises. 
After Thursday, vivid dreams and sud-
den insights will prove meaningful. If 
so, expect long-term or outdated 
friendships to be a central theme. • 

The Cartoon Ninja attempts to fix the ASC Bell Tower. 

DOWNTOWN OFTEN? 
BECOME A TE DISTRIBUTOR 

(also in need of a circulation manager) 

apply by e-mail | torecho@alfredstate.edu 
apply by AIM | torecho 

apply in person | 10/3/05. 7:00pm. Orvis. 
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ASC.EDU 
BY MIKE DEVILLE 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

 I want to talk to you about 
mid-term break, mini-break, what-
ever. It’s coming faster than you think, 
and it’s more dangerous than it looks. 
Trust me. As a five-year student in a 
two-year program, I’ve survived a few 
mid-term breaks. Maybe if I give you a 
few tips, you’ll make it to your second 
semester at Camp Alfred. 

I know, you’re thinking, “Deville, 
what’s the problem? Mid-term break 
sounds good on all counts. What’s to 
survive?” 

OK, let me break this down for 
you: Some of you freshmen are saying, 
“Hey, Deville, I haven’t even bought 
the books for my classes yet.” The good 
news is mid-term break will NOT be a 
problem for that group. If you’re in 
that group and you haven’t bought 
your all books yet, here’s my advice on 
mid-term break: Go home, and take all 
your stuff with you. 

The odds you’ll flunk out at the 
end of the semester are like 100 per-
cent, so avoid the tears and drama and 
just leave now. Go home at mid-term 
break, get an ‘excellent job’ in the 
exciting fast food industry, and have a 
good, but economically-challenging, 
rest of your life. And when you’ve 
saved up enough money to fill your gas 
tank, drive to the local Second Chance 
Community College and beg them to 
let you in. There’s an SCCC every-
where, sort of like Wal-Mart, and 
they’re waiting for YOU right now. 

Most students at least buy the 
books for their classes. But there’s an 
important, little-known second step to 
the process: Reading the books. Read-
ing the book was not that important in 
high school, but teachers at Camp Al-
fred have a sneaky habit of asking 
things on the tests that are in the book, 
not in the lecture (especially that guy 
who teaches physics). This practice is 
probably illegal, or at least unethical, 
but the way the Supreme Court is 
heading, who really cares? 

So reading the assignments in the 
book can really save your butt, or at 
least cover it so that you can reclaim it 
later. Now here’s a Deville tip for you. 
Most teachers are KNOCKED OUT if 
they see part of your book highlighted. 
They think this means you’re read the 
chapter or the story. So invest in a 
brightly colored highlighter, slash it all 

over a couple of paragraphs in the next 
assignment, and then MAKE SURE 
THE TEACHER SEES IT, even if this 
means sitting in the front row. 

Getting back to the mid-term 
break thing, you’re going to see some 
friends when you get back home for 
break. Naturally, you’ll all sit around 
and compare how your lives are going. 
I mean, it’s been over six weeks since 
you’ve see each other. Things happen. 

And here’s the tough part. That 
special person you left behind has been 
seeing someone else. Sure, that other 
person is a loser, sleaze, SB, OLS, etc, 
but he or she has been THERE while 
you’ve been HERE. Even 20 e-mails 
and five calls every day aren’t the same 
as being there. 

So what should you do if you go 
home over break and find out the love 
of your life has become the love of 
someone else’s life? Well, getting 
drunk and making an a** of yourself in 
public is always one plan, but hey, 
you’re in college now. Maybe there’s a 
more intelligent solution to your love 
life problems. 

And that’s where Mike’s Dating 
Hotline comes in. Here at Mike’s Dat-
ing Hotline, we’ve got a special com-
puter with hard drives, mother boards 
and everything. And we spent hours 
programming that computer to find the 
perfect person for you. We’ll have you 
answer FIVE key questions about your 
personality, your preferences, and 
your checking account. Then we’ll use 
that data to match you up with a living, 
breathing, gender-specific student here 
at Camp Alfred. We’ll give you that 
person’s name, phone number, dorm 
and room. The rest is up to you. 

Look, we’ve found partners for 
students in all majors here at the col-
lege. We matched a Vet Tech female 
with a Business major. We matched 
two Computer Art & Design students. 
We even found a date for a guy major-
ing in fixing computers. (It wasn’t 
easy, and we had to promise the girl a 
free laptop tune-up, but we got them 
together.) 

So if you go home for break and 
get shot down by the love of your life, 
NOT A PROBLEM! Just come to 
Mike’s and we’ll fix you up. 

But maybe you’ll go home, see 
some old friends, and everyone will 
start to compare colleges. Someone 
will say, “The food at my college 

Public Opinion - n : a belief or 
sentiment shared by most people; the 
voice of the people. Definition cour-
tesy of this great site, dictionary.com. 

Be prepared, students of Alfred 
State, the Tor Echo wants to know 
YOUR opinion.  You see, we hear 
these rumors that no matter what we 
try to do, a majority of the students 
on this campus REFUSE to pick up 
this conveniently located (it’s in your 
mailbox) sheet of newsprint and scan 
your eyes across the page. 

We want to know why. We 
want to know what irks you about 
this publication, and we want to 
know what turns you on. What arti-
cles do you always skip, and which do 
you flip right to. 

If you don’t read any, why not? If 
you read every article, what is pos-
sessing you to do so?  

What do you want to read about 
and why? We want your story ideas, 
so we can tailor content to you. (Of 

THE WAY THINGS WERE… IN ALFRED 
BY SHERRY VOLK 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

This column is shaping up to be a 
potpourri (say it rhythmically; it 
rhymes). Mrs. Molly Euken told an 
inoculation story that had several of us 
laughing. Seems she was the “catcher” 
at an immunization clinic at University 
of Buffalo some years ago. The 
catcher’s job is to watch the inoculees 
(a little liberty with the Queen’s Eng-
lish, there) for signs of imminent col-
lapse resulting from the trauma of hav-
ing a shot. She commented that she 
was quite sure that if she had to catch 
anyone who fainted after their injec-
tion, it was sure to be some big guy 
and she would be flattened because he 
would fall over, knocking her over in 
the process. The whole day went by, 
and never once, to her relief, were her 
fears realized. Not one person fainted 
all day. As the clinic was winding up, 
Molly was told that since she had been 
working all day, she could get a shot – 
free. She initially declined, then de-
cided that since it was free, she would 
take advantage of the offer. Maybe you 
would guess that the only person who 
passed out – all day – was Molly Eu-
ken. 

I’ve heard many excuses for why a 
student is unable to hand in a home-
work assignment. One of the earliest 
was, “My dog ate it.” Of course, I 
laughingly, disbelievingly, rejected that 
excuse each time it was offered, and 
the student suffered whatever penalty 
was applied to late or non-existent 
work. My second year of teaching 
(many years ago), we adopted a puppy 
from the Niagara Falls SPCA. It was 
toward the end of the school year, 
because I expected to be home over the 
summer to train her in proper behav-
ior, but until then, we blocked her in 
the kitchen of our apartment with a 
child gate while we were at work. 

A brief aside here; some of my 
more “mature” colleagues and students 
will remember the old purple-ink spirit 
masters by means of which a teacher 
was able to produce up to three hun-
dred copies for distribution to classes. 
We didn’t have photocopiers, but labo-
riously typed, as error-free as we 
could, on these masters. The striking 
of the typewriter keys caused the thick, 
purple, waxy ink to adhere to the mas-
ter which could then be run through a 
machine to print the number of copies 

needed. If any corrections needed to be 
made, and I confess that mine needed 
many, one had to turn the master over 
and scritch away the offending extra or 
erroneous marks to clean up the mas-
ter. I had painstakingly prepared one in 
advance and had laid it safely on a shelf 
in the kitchen. 

Maybe you can see this coming, 
but I certainly couldn’t. When I got 
home from school, I noticed several 
small and a few large lurid purple splats 
around the kitchen, most notably on 
the small white rug in front of the 
Dutch door leading to the patio. It was 
through this door that our puppy was 
ejected at appropriate times, so I sup-
pose she was trying to get out the door 
to vomit up her misdeed. Yes indeedy, 
my little dog had eaten and then barfed 
up, my “home work.” When I told my 
students about it the next day, they 
asked if that was now a valid excuse for 
not turning in their homework. My 
reply was that of course not; I had to 
re-do mine, they had better re-do 
theirs. Incidentally, my recollection is 
that purple spirit master ink didn’t 
wash out of anything. 

This came up in the faculty lunch 
room in Allied Health, because Roxana 
Sammons had left a ball of yarn and 
knitting needles on the lunch table. 
Last Spring, I had spent a few lunch 
minutes teaching her the basics of knit-
ting (she’s an unbelievably quick 
study!) and she had taken her project 
home to work on it. Work came to a 
halt, however, when the family’s 
newly adopted puppy tangled with it 
and unraveled it all. So there they are, 
at this moment, the tools and the mate-
rial, on the lunch table, awaiting the 
time that Roxana and I can take a few 
minutes to get her started again. 

I have had the pleasure of award-
ing four monster cookies since I last 
wrote – one each to Carl Cornell and 
Lisa Worthington who both identified 
an ornithologist as a person who stud-
ies birds, one to Dr. Ann Cramer for 
her inoculation story and certainly one 
to Molly Euken for her delightful con-
tribution. 

 
A cookie is available to anyone 

who cares to tell me another “dog” 
story. 

 
Email: volksb 
Phone: x3619 • 

THE EDITORIAL 
BY WREN KEBER 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

course we can’t write about some 
certain topics, for varying and almost 
always obvious reasons.) 

So now comes the where and 
when and why. The week of October 
17th till the 21st, the Tor Echo will 
be conduction a student reader’s 
opinion survey. 

The details are still formulating 
in my mind, but the survey will basi-
cally be a brief set of questions that 
will be available at different areas 
around campus for you to fill out. 

This will be only open to stu-
dents. Please, faculty & staff, if you 
have comments, write to me directly 
and we will tabulate your ideas sepa-
rately from the students. This is a 
student paper and we would like stu-
dent opinions. Look for more details 
in the upcoming issues. 
 

As I close, I want to share one 
last photograph from the amazing 
Dodgeball tournament of last Mon-
day night. Caption: “Our very own 
Professor Evan Enke of the Informa-
tion Technology puts his heart and 
soul into the game last Monday at the 
Dodgeball tournament.” • 

SEE ASC.EDU PAGE 8 

Photo: Marc Spehalski | Tor Echo 
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sucks.” Then someone will say, “The 
teachers are SO not cool at my college, 
I can’t stand it.” Then someone else 
will complain about no parking spaces, 
the price of textbooks, having a loser 
for a roommate, etc, etc. 

This is called a b***h session. Join 
in, everyone does it. But take a look 
around the room when everyone is 
bitching about the food at their college. 
Have you noticed your old friends are 

packing a few extra pounds? It’s sort of 
a secret, but since Sept. 11, 2001, col-
lege dining halls have been secretly 
adding fat to every dish they serve. 
And the students are lapping it up. It’s 
something to do with ‘comfort food’ 
and feeling better when you consume 
the fatty foods. 

Be honest: have you ever crawled 
under the covers with a half gallon of 
“Death by Chocolate” ice cream and a 
spoon? You know you have. You’d like 
to do it right now, am I right? So don’t 
blame CDH for the all new, expanded 
version of you. 

I could go on about mid-term 

ORC TRIP 
CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 4  

It was an amazing trip filled with 
perfect examples of teamwork, and 
cutting edge pirate style ship battles, 
wars raging on between “the red pearl” 
and the “U.S.S. DP”. The trip down 
the river was filled with classic memo-
ries that everyone there will remember 
for their whole lives, I know I will. 

When we got back to the camp 
ground we got cleaned up and began to 
prepare a wonderful meal packed by 
our good friends at ACES. Chicken and 
dumplings, how can you go wrong? 
That’s right, you can’t!! After a great 
meal, we all sat by the fire talking 
about the day. There is something 
about sitting by a camp fire that just 
makes a person able to relax. I love 

that feeling. 
The next day was just as perfect. 

The sun was shining beautifully, and 
the birds were dancing in the green 
leaves. It reminded me of the scene in 
Bambi when spring first arrived. (You 
know, after his mom died... that was 
not a good day). It might have been the 
wonderful night’s sleep I had in the 
tent, or the lovely back rub I received 
before I went to bed, by whom? We 
will not talk about that. Not in this 
article, anyway. 

We got to play paintball that day. 
Imagine, if you will, about 35 people 
running through the woods, with 
paintball guns, dressed as pirates! You 
could not get closer to a scene from the 
movie “Hook” if you tried. An awe-
some adventure filled with excitement 
at every turn. One downside to this 
whole ordeal is that I do NOT recom-

HOME FAR AWAY FROM HOME 

I was beginning to start new phase 
in my life that would soon lead me to 
my own independence and my ways of 
where I am going in life. After graduat-
ing from Thomas A. Edison Voc & 
Tech High School, I felt that I had 
reached a point in my life that I would 
soon be on my own and would be mak-
ing my own decisions and purposes in 
my own life. 

During the summer I was an in-
tern and I have been placed to work at 
Five Star Electric Corp. There I have 
worked in two departments, one in the 
estimating department and the other 
was in the engineering department.  

The money that I have earned 
from Five Star Electric was used to 
pick up anything that I would need to 
bring up for college so that my mother 
would be able to help pay for my col-
lege tuition. My mother is a bus driver 
and she works every day driving the 
busses so that she is be able to pay off 
my college tuition and get myself ready 
for my first year in college. 

I had lived in the borough of 
Queens since I was little. I grew up in 
Springfield Gardens where I spent most 
of my childhood and up until when 
entered my teenage years. I soon 
moved to Rosedale during the summer 
of 2001 and I felt that life in Rosedale 
would be much better than the life in 
Springfield Gardens. 

Back when I was in Springfield 
Gardens I didn't have many friends and 
sometimes felt pretty lonesome and 
depressed. I have always been teased in 
school and sometimes I have been in-
volved in fights. As I got older and 
entered junior high school, I felt that 
some things would change and get bet-
ter for me. Where I was from the stu-
dents in my junior high school would 
sometimes break into fights that some-
times police officers would have to get 
involved in order to break off the 
fights.  

I was a lot different from most of 
the students from the school. I had a 
very strong interest in studying math 
and science, and I've accelerated in all 

of my classes and been recognized a lot 
by most of my teachers. 

I was still being teased and pushed 
around by other students in my class-
rooms, but I learned to be more con-
cerned about myself and not other 
people around me. 

When I entered High School I felt 
that everything had changed and my 
life was beginning to start. I had a 
strong interest of writing that I would 
sometimes I would be writing poetry 
or short stories to students and my 
English teachers were so interested in 
my writing talents that I was put in the 
Urban Poetry Club where I shared all 
of my works to other students. 

I also had written for the school 
newspaper as a reporter and I have 
been known for writing articles of 
events that took place around my 
school. I had joined other activities and 
participated in events that took place in 
my school. I had been part of the Chess 
Club, the Anime/Magna Art Club 
where I have learned to draw animated 
characters and figures, and the guitar 
club where I learned how to practice 
on the guitar. 

I had also volunteered in a Red 
Cross Organization in Manhattan 
where I had participated in fundraising 
for homeless children for three 
years and participated in other 
events created from the American Red 
Cross Organization. 

In my senior year I took up study-
ing journalism and I was getting myself 
prepared for what was ahead after High 
School. I made important decisions to 
what college I wanted to go to and 
what I wanted to study. I started to 
apply at the colleges of my choice and 
waited for any signs of acceptance. 

In December, I was at a basketball 
game in my school. I was sitting on the 
benches watching the team play an-
other team from a different school. I 
pulled out my cell phone and turned it 
on and it suddenly vibrated, showing 
me that I had received a voice message. 
When I listened to my voice message, 
it was my mother who told me that I 
had been accepted to Alfred State Col-
lege, which was my first choice col-
lege. I got so excited from the news 
that my mother told me that I caught 

myself screaming for joy and people 
were looking at me in an awkward 
way. I went back to sitting at the 
bench, excited that I'd been accepted at 
my first choice college. 

Throughout the rest of my senior 
year I was able to get into all of the 
colleges that I applied to, but already 
made the decision to go to Alfred State 
College and pursue a career in the elec-
trical engineering field and then trans-
fer over to a graduate program to re-
ceive my Masters degree and my PhD 
or Doctorates in Electrical Engineer-
ing. 

I graduated in June of 2005 with 
two awards in journalism, physics, 
attendance, and in recognition of my 
effort and achievement. I couldn't be-
lieve that the time I had graduated 
from High School had came so quick 
that now I find myself getting ready for 
college. 

On my last day at home, my 
mother was helping me pack up for 
college and after we were finished we 
spent the rest of the day together. We 
went to the movies together even go 
out to restaurants and spent a lot of 
time in Manhattan having fun on 
Broadway. After we came back home 
we went to bed together at the same 
time knowing that the next day it 
wouldn't be the same as it used to been 
in the past. 

On the next day I woke up and 
got dressed knowing that the time had 
come for me to start my own life. My 
mother still couldn't believe that I was 
going away and she helped me start to 
load the van with everything that I had 
for all over the summer. 

When we jumped into the van 
after we were done loading, I looked at 
my house for one last time where I 
spent most of my years as a teenager in 
High School and we slowly moved out 
of the curb and went on our way to-
wards Alfred State College. 

During our trip together, I was 
still sleeping because it was three 
o'clock in the morning and I was ex-
hausted after loading up the van. When 
I woke up it was almost seven o'clock 
and we were almost to Allegany 
County. I felt a bit nervous because it 
was my first time being on my own but 

at the same time I was excited because 
I was going through a new experience 
that it would stick to me for the rest of 
my life. 

After traveling for almost four 
hundred miles in seven hours we finally 
made it to Allegany County were I was 
going to live on campus here at Alfred 
State College. When we arrived at my 
college, we followed one of the in-
structors and went to the MacKenzie 
Complex where I was going to be 
dorming.  

I started unloading the van and get 
ready to unpack everything. I set up 
everything in my room until the van 
was completely empty. My roommate 
came a few minutes after we were 
finished and we had to rearrange every-
thing so that he would bring all of his 
stuff in. 

After working and setting up eve-
rything for two hours in our room, it 
was finally set up and complete and my 
mother wanted to spend more time 
with me after I was done setting up my 
room. We went to the Central Dining 
Hall and ate together. We met others 
who dropped off their children on their 
first year and some were pretty excited 
to attend college on their first year 
while others were a bit emotional 
about leaving their children on their 
first year in college. 

After we left the Central Dining 
Hall, it was time to say our goodbyes 
to each other. I found myself holding 
my mothers hand quite firmly, some-
thing that I haven't done that since I 
was little. Then my mother hugged and 
kissed me for almost fifteen minutes 
and told me to do my best here in col-
lege. I told her that I would always do 
my best and I watched her going into 
the van, backing slowly onto the road 
and waved at me before she left and 
went off of campus. 

I couldn't believe I was on my own 
but I didn't feel very sad nor quite 
emotional about it. In fact, I felt pretty 
excited and it opened me up to a lot of 
things that were ahead of me in the 
future. I learned from my own experi-
ence that I would have to make impor-
tant decisions in my life in order for 
me to make it out in life in this world.  
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LIBRARY HOURS 
THE TOR ECHO 

The Hinkle Library Hours for Fall 2005 
are as follows: 
 
Mon - Thurs: 8 am - 12 midnight  
Fri: 8 am - 5pm  
Sat: 1 pm - 9pm  
Sun:  1 pm – 12 midnight 
Intersession Hours Vary 
 
Available on the Library website: 
web.alfredstate.edu/library/ 
Library Catalog 
Current acquisitions list 
Periodical List 
Research Databases: One File, Ebsco-
H o s t ,  W i l s o n S e l e c t P l u s , 
ProQuest, Lexis-Nexis, Agricola, Sci-
ence Direct 
Literature Resource Center 
National Newspaper Index 
Historical New York Times 
Alfred History Online: images from 
the collection 
E-mail Reference 
Citation Style Manual Guides 
… and much more! • 

break, but you get the idea. Approach 
MTB with caution. If you’re already 
missing classes and ignoring labs and 
homework, you’re probably going to 
flunk out. Use MTB as an excuse to 
sneak out quietly and move back home. 
But if you’re actually going to classes 
and doing homework, use MTB as a 
way to see old friends and make fun of 
how much weight they’ve gained in 
just seven weeks. Then order another 
pizza, a few more gallons of “Death by 
Chocolate,” and enjoy a well-earned 
break from life at Camp Alfred. • 

mend playing Paintball in nothing but a 
silk shirt and satin puffy pants. See, it 
does not protect your body from welts 
at all. Not at all! Paintballs to the head 
is the worst feeling I have ever felt in 
my life. 

The trip back was just as fun as the 
trip down, filled with fun little reveries 
between vans and trying to get truck 
drivers to blow their horns at us. You 
never out grow that, and if you say you 
do, you are lying to yourself. 

Over all I believe that the trip 
really opened my eyes to how much 
fun a person can actually have on a trip 
put on by the ORC. The people you 
meet and the activities that you do are 
worth way more then the 20 dollars 
that is costs to go on the trip in the first 
place. I will be definitely going on 
more trips. Except the horse back rid-
ing trip, because I hate horses. Again, 


